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The Ark Network:

Ark St Alban’s Academy is part of the Ark network.
Ark is an international education charity which runs 
a network of 34 high-achieving, non-selective schools 
in Birmingham, Hastings, London and Portsmouth. 
Our schools give children and young people from all 
backgrounds an exceptional education and real choices 
about their future. Ark has also just opened its first 
school in India.

Each Ark school has its own distinctive character but 
they all share the same goal: to make sure every child 
can go to university or pursue the career of their choice.  
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We are climbing the mountain to university.  
At Ark St Alban’s Academy we have high expectations 
of our students, exactly as if they were our own children. 
We expect them to go to university and succeed there 
and then lead fulfilling lives that make them happy and 
allow them to contribute back to the community.

Welcome to Ark St Alban’s
Academy Sixth Form: 

Because we believe that all children can - and will -
achieve we do everything we can to make sure that 
they reach their goal. We act with integrity and 
discipline to challenge all members of our learning 
community to make the most of their God given 
talents, maximising their contribution to society and 
making the world a better place for us all.

These expectations and values are built on the 
twin pillars of our inclusive Christian mission and 
the academy’s specialisms in engineering 
and mathematics.  

Our Sixth Form opened in September 2013, built on
our strong foundation of teaching excellence, and

offers students a structured approach to learning in a
lively and supportive environment. Students are 
expected to work hard and take responsibility 
for their learning within a safe and structured 
environment that enables every student to
achieve their full academic potential.

I look forward to welcoming you to our academy.

Mark Gregory
PRINCIPAL
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The Ark St Alban’s Academy 
Church Of England Mission:

The original St Alban’s School was founded in 1871 by 
the Pollock brothers, with a Christian mission to meet the 
educational needs of young people living in the centre of 
the city. This mission continues to the present day.

We are proud of the academy’s inclusive Church of 
England ethos and its multi-faith intake. Parents of all 
faiths, and none, send their children to St Alban’s because 
of its high expectations and good discipline founded on 
strong moral and religious principles and because they 
recognise the value of children being encouraged and 
supported in their faiths.
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The teachers at St Alban’s focus on you right from the 
beginning – your learning, and how you can succeed and 
reach your own goals. We also have a lot of access to 
mentoring schemes alongside enrichment support such as 
trips to universities around the country - and because it’s 
a small sixth form we can all do everything if we want to 
– there are no restrictions.”  

“
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“

Masooma secured the only engineering 
apprenticeship available at Mechatronics 
Solutions in Kings Norton to realise her 
dream of becoming a professional engineer. 

 “Mechatronics Solutions only take one apprentice each year so I 
know how lucky I am to have this opportunity. They work with all 
sorts of companies – every day will be different – it will be such a 
great way to develop my understanding and skills. 

“My strengths are in my practical work – and through that 
I understand my theory much better. I realised that the 
apprenticeship route was best for me – I’d get the practical 
experience as well as the academic – and if I want to go to university 
later and get my degree I can. 

At the moment I just want to be able to qualify as a professional 
engineer – as quickly as I can!” 

Student 
Profile:
Engineering 
success for 
Masooma

M
asoom

a
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Ark St Alban’s Academy joined the Ark network 
in September 2009 and two years later was rated 
Outstanding by Ofsted. 

In 2015. our first year of A level results, 92% of 
students achieved three A levels or equivalent at A* - 
E, with an overall pass rate of 98%.  

Continuing Success:
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Arabic 
Arabic is one of the world’s most important languages, 
spoken by hundreds of millions of people worldwide. 
This course guides students to explore and develop an 
understanding of the contemporary society, cultural  
background and heritage of one or more of the 
countries or communities whose language is Arabic.

Art
This qualification provides students with opportunities  
to develop personal responses to ideas, observations, 
experiences, environments and cultures in practical, 
critical and contextual forms. Students will be 
introduced to a variety of experiences employing a 
range of media, processes and techniques appropriate 
to the chosen area of study.

Biology
GM crops, cloning, designer babies, DNA 
fingerprinting, antibiotic resistance, MMR, global 
warming and over fishing - the list could go on. This 
course aims to stimulate interest and enjoyment 
of biology, to foster imaginative, logical and critical 
thinking, and to demonstrate the wider application 
of biological knowledge, showing appreciation for 
social, environmental, economic and technological 
contributions to society. 

Chemistry
The world we live in has been shaped by chemistry. 
Chemistry is everywhere and one reason why many 
students study chemistry is because they want to help 
change the world, through research and its application. 
Our A Level course aims to stimulate interest and 
enjoyment of chemistry, to foster imaginative, logical 
and critical thinking, to demonstrate the wider 
application of chemical knowledge, showing appreciation 
for social, environmental, economic and technological 
contributions to society. 

Our A Level courses:
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English Literature 
This course will allow you to explore different worlds, 
times and cultures. It will empower you with the 
gifts of reasoning, reflection and communication, and 
equip you for almost any career where clear thinking 
and communication are important. You will learn to 
appreciate the rich history of English Literature 
and begin to understand the impact it has had on 
the world. 

Geography
Studying Geography helps explain much of what is 
going on in the world right now, from climate change 
and natural disasters, to globalisation and the Arab 
Spring. Geography helps us make sense of a complex 
and dynamic world. It was been defined amongst the 
key ‘facilitating’ or ‘hard’ subjects in a guide compiled 
by the Russell Group (the UK’s leading universities).

History 
History is all about connecting the world we live in 
today to that of the past. This course is suited to 
those who have an interest in modern history and 
want to integrate their knowledge with contemporary 
politics and international relations, as well as those 
who have a passion for studying new and different 
cultures and societies and seeing what lessons can 
be learnt from other places and other times. 

ICT
The study of ICT at this level will enable you to learn 
about the administration and management of ICT 
systems in the world of business. You will also learn 
a good deal of technical background knowledge to 
support your study of the running of ICT systems. The 
course is designed to encourage you to develop your 
problem-solving skills and examine your solutions 
from an academic, ethical and social point of view.

“St Alban’s Academy gives richness 
and meaning to many students’ 

lives and provides an outstanding 
standard of education. Students 

greatly enjoy their learning and the 
challenge posed for them by their 

teachers. Consequently, students make 
outstanding gains in their learning.” 

OFSTED REPORT | NOVEMBER 2011
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A Level courses:

Mathematics
One of the benefits of studying mathematics is the 
variety of career paths it provides. Studies show that 
the top jobs in terms of income and other factors 
were careers suited for mathematics graduates. 
Mathematics equips you with logical and analytical 
skills which are highly sought after in many sectors 
of the economy, such as business, industry and 
the civil service. 

Music Technology
Studio producer, live sound engineer, journalist 
and industry finance are just a few of the career 
options that this highly competitive A level course 
grants you access to. We are equipped with a fully 
working recording studio, multiple instruments and 
a 15 computer Mac suite. This course will teach you 
about the development of music technology from 
1910 onwards through composition, performance 
and analysis of music. Our members staff are highly 
trained, hold specialist degrees in music technology 
and strive to share their knowledge with young 
ambitious musicians.

Further Mathematics
You may choose to gain an additional AS or full 
A level in Further Mathematics by studying an 
additional three or six modules. Further Pure 1 and 
a choice of two additional application modules are 
studied in Year 12, with Further Pure 2 and another 
choice of two additional application modules Year 13. 
The Further Pure modules build on the work done in 
the single A level course.

Physics
Our new specialised physics laboratory comes with 
state of the art equipment and IT facilities. Our 
highly qualified and enthusiastic physics teachers will 
give you a stimulating and rewarding educational 
experience, with a rigorous approach to building 
on basic concepts. Students will learn how physics 
can explain the world around us and will have the 
opportunity to develop the practical skills required 
for degree level science.

Product Design/Engineering
Product Design offers a wide range of project 
choice, design individuality and material focus, 
with an opportunity to design and make individual 
products throughout both years of the course. The 
course also develops the skills of further creativity 
and provides inspiration, challenge and insight into 
related manufacturing/engineering sectors. The course 
develops independent learning skills, decision making, 
creativity and critical analysis through individual and 
collaborative working. 
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Psychology
Have you ever been interested in why some people 
develop brain disorders such as schizophrenia? 
Psychology is the study of the ‘science of mind 
and behaviour’. It is concerned with all aspects of 
behaviour and the thoughts, feelings and motivations 
behind them. Those who study psychology have 
the opportunity to learn about, understand and 
evaluate issues happening in everyday life and their 
applications to the wider world. 

Sociology
Why do some people seem to get more power in 
society than others? Sociology is a subject for people 
who like to ask questions about the things that 
other people take for granted. It helps us explore 
and understand the cultures we live in. Sociology 
helps students to see the strengths and weaknesses 
of different arguments and use evidence to support 
those arguments. 

Religious Studies
This course provides opportunity for the detailed 
study of religious beliefs, practices and philosophy 
and their consequences for individuals and society 
in today’s world. Students will study a variety of 
religions with a particular focus on Christianity and 
Islam. They will develop research and independent 
study skills and their capacity to evaluate 
the meaning and consequences of beliefs 
and philosophies.

Spanish
On this course you will not only develop the skills 
you have already acquired during the GCSE course, 
but also develop oral fluency and conversation skills 
which are valuable skills for foreign travel, further 
education and employment. You will gain a lasting 
appreciation of language and learning, an ability to 
communicate readily and useful knowledge of, and 
insight into, Spanish speaking cultures.
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Tayyaba was just one of eight young people from 
across the UK to be selected for Kaplan’s prestigious 
Accountancy Scholarship worth £15,000, from hundreds 
of applicants. She is now undertaking an apprenticeship 
with Birmingham firm JW Hinks. 

 “I want to help people. Some people open businesses, a small 
shop for example, but they don’t really know how much profit 
they’re making, or how the business is performing one year after 
the next – because they don’t understand the finances. I want to 
help people to make their business a success – I don’t want them 
to open a business with great hopes and then fail. Accountancy is a 
core part of any business.”

On top of her studies, Tayyaba undertook seven work placements, including a 5 
day placement in London at Ark’s head office.

Student Profile:
First Birmingham 
Kaplan Scholar for 
three years

T
ayyaba
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Vocational courses:

BTEC Level 3 Extended Diploma in 
Applied Science
The BTEC qualifications in Applied Science enable 
students to achieve a nationally recognised level 3 
vocationally-specific qualification. They are designed 
to provide specialist work related programmes of 
study that cover the key knowledge and practical 
skills required in the science sector. This is a practical-
based course and the underpinning scientific theory is 
taught at an academic level. 

BTEC Level 3 Vocational Course in 
Business Studies
Business is one of the most popular subject areas 
offered at post 16. Businesses are at the heart of the 
economy. They develop innovation, create wealth 
within communities and lead the way in enhancing 
the skills of the UK workforce. The BTEC Level 3 
Diploma in Business encapsulates this through a wide 
range of units. It is an ideal foundation for students 
entering the workplace, providing them with a 
theoretical background reinforced with practical skills 
that transfer into the modern workplace.

BTEC Level 3 Vocational Course in IT
Technology is at the heart of the economy. The study 
of IT at this level will enable you to learn about the 
administration and management of IT systems in 
the world of business. The BTEC Level 3 subsidiary 
diploma encapsulates this through a wide range of 
units. It is an ideal foundation for students entering 
the workplace, providing them with a theoretical 
background reinforced with practical skills that 
transfer into the modern workplace.
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Our Sixth Form:

Ark St Alban’s Sixth Form opened in September 2013 
and will grow to a maximum of 200 students.
We intentionally limit the number of students 
to ensure that staff know each student well and 
we create a more personal environment in which 
we can provide a high level of support for all.  

We expect exemplary behaviour and a positive 
attitude to work - in return we offer high quality 
teaching, excellent pastoral care and a wide range of 
enrichment opportunities.

The choice of which sixth form a student goes to 
is very important and is not a decision to be taken 
lightly. We work closely with both students and 
parents to ensure that they have the support they 
need to make the best decision for them, ensuring 
that our students fulfil their potential.

We do not allow our students to underachieve. 
Our rigorous assessment procedures ensure regular 
feedback for our students, and, where necessary, 
speedy intervention including individual support for 
the student and the early involvement of parents.
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Malik won the Millennium Point 
Young Innovator Prize which 
secured him a fully funded place 
on a mechanical engineering degree at 
Birmingham City University worth £27,000.

“Taking part in the Young Innovator Prize final was very rewarding but 
to win the prize was definitely a dream come true. I am so thankful that 
I can carry on my passion for mechanical engineering at Birmingham  
City University. 

I am very grateful to be given the opportunity, which will give me the 
chance to broaden my knowledge and expand my education and 
hopefully lead to a career in a science-based subject.”

Student Profile:
Malik wins £27,000 
for university 
tuition fees

M
ailk
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We recognise the importance of a good transition 
into Sixth Form and have developed successful 
study skills lessons which help to prepare students 
for the higher level of learning required. 

Helping students get ready
for Sixth Form:
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Ark St Alban’s Academy moved into a brand new 
building in 2013 providing our students with 
the very best learning environment.

Our facilities include:

Our Facilities:

•  State of the art Engineering and Technology facilities
•  Fully equipped music suite with recording studio
•  All weather floodlit 3G sports pitch, climbing wall, gym and fitness suite
•  Designated sixth form study areas including terrace
•  Multi faith prayer room with washing facilities suitable for Muslim prayer
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An enriching Sixth Form life:

Ark St Alban’s Academy Sixth Form offers a wide 
variety of enrichment activities that not only 
enhance academic learning but widen horizons, 
providing new experiences and opportunities 
and increasing aspirations. 

These experiences help students to perform 
better in interviews and demonstrate a more 
rounded character that helps when applying for 
university or jobs.

Students have been involved in setting up a debating 
society, mentoring younger students in English and 
maths and other leadership opportunities.

Recently our students have:
•    Worked with BMW to develop a viable solution 

to implement induction chargers in the UK road 
network for electric vehicles.

•    Worked with Severn Trent Water on a project to 
change the behaviour of their fellow students 
around water use, water efficiency and 
sewer misuse.

•    Undertaken work experience in a variety of settings 
including the Bar Council, the Hippodrome, BMW, 
Carillion Construction and many more.

•    Been involved in a variety of mentoring 
programmes with Teach First, Aston University, 
the Solicitors Regulation Authority and the NHS.

•    Worked with academy staff on campus visits and 
residentials - including a week at Oxford University.

•    Enjoyed bespoke careers provision and guidance 
from a qualified careers advisor.
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One of the top 100 non-selective state funded 
schools in England for value added.” 
DAVID LAWS | SCHOOLS MINISTER

“
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Ark St Alban’s Academy prides itself on its care for 
each individual student. All students are assigned to a 
tutor group – this tutor is responsible for overseeing 
the academic and pastoral needs of their students. 

Pastoral Care:

Tutor groups meet each day and students have 
regular one-to-one interviews with their tutor to 
review progress. Academic support is also provided 
during supervised study periods.

We are very proud of our close working relationship 
with parents, and our Parents’ Forum that meets 
every week is open to all. 

Academic support
Supervised study and directed study are initiatives 
which support the difficult transition from Year 11 
to Year 12. We provide a silent, focused environment 
where students can concentrate on their studies and 
develop the self discipline needed for them to access 
university or the career of their choice. In the light 
of research showing that most sixth forms do not 
equip young people with the study skills they need 
to become independent learners, we provide weekly 
lessons on essential skills and ensure these skills are 
embedded during subsequent lessons.

Careers Guidance
Our students have regular access to an expert careers 
counsellor in addition to the guidance given through 
tutor groups, assemblies and the library careers 
information area. 

Advice and support is also available on all aspects 
needed to prepare for university: UCAS, applications, 
interview guidance and practice, and finance etc.

Dress code
Ark St Alban’s Academy has very high expectations 
of our students and we feel that the way students 
present themselves in an academic setting reflects 
their self-esteem and aspirations. 

Our Sixth Form students wear business suits of their 
own choosing, reflecting what you would expect to 
wear in a professional environment. 
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Applying for a place:

The Sixth Form at Ark St Alban’s is open to all 
students who wish to continue their studies beyond 
the age of 16, on the understanding that the student 
is prepared to study seriously and make a positive 
contribution to the school community. 

Entry to the Sixth Form requires students to achieve 
five GCSE A*- C grades including English and 
mathematics. Students must have at least a B grade 
in the subjects they wish to study at A Level.

Your entry into the Sixth Form will be based on 
the following:

• Examination results
• Interview
•  A reference from your previous school or 
recommendation from your Tutor at 
Ark St Alban’s Academy

An application form can be downloaded from 
the Sixth Form section of our website: 
www.arkstalbans.org

27



Get in touch:

We’d love to tell you more about our Sixth Form.
If you have any questions, or if you want to book
an appointment to look around our school, please 
just call or email us.

Ark St Alban’s Academy
Conybere Street
Birmingham
B12 0YH
 
T: 0121 446 1300
E: info@stalbansacademy.org
 
www.arkstalbans.org


