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ASPIRE TO 
BE MORE



WELCOME TO  
BIRCHES HEAD ACADEMY

“ The communication 
with the school, 
particularly the tutor, 
has been excellent” 

PARENT

At Birches Head we believe strongly in the power of high expectations.  
We understand that each student has their own potential, which we are 
determined to help fulfil through academic study and wider enrichment. 
All students will take part in exciting learning, both inside and outside 
the classroom, so they can make rapid and sustained progress. 

Our school moto ‘Aspire to be More’ summarises our determination to meet 
the needs of all students through individual support and out-of-hours learning 
opportunities. We challenge students to be the best that they can be and 
never compromise the high standards which encourage student to achieve.

The key to success for our students is a strong partnership between home and 
school ensuring that their time at Birches Head Academy is happy, fulfilling and 
academically successful. My ambition is to see every child leave Birches Head 

Academy as a well-rounded, responsible citizen. 

Katie Dixon
Headteacher

“Leaders have 
established an 
inclusive and 

ambitious culture”
OFSTED 2018 



‘A love of learning’

A LIFELONG LOVE 
OF LEARNING

OUR VALUES
Staff of Birches Head Academy will: 

• Inspire you to grow in confidence, 
resilience, self-respects and  

with a sense of responsibility

• Foster a sense of pride in you  
and celebrate your successes

• Expand your horizons, challenge 
you to reach your full potential 

and realise your aspirations

“Strong teaching across  
a number of subjects...  
teachers have good subject 
knowledge...strong and  
effective questioning was used  
to develop pupils’ thinking and  
to make learning more effective 
and enjoyable.” 
OFSTED 2018 

At Birches Head Academy, ambitious Learning Outcomes ensure positive 
engagement and appropriate challenge. Lessons are tailored to meet the 
needs of all the students and quality teaching ensures that all students 
achieve to the very best of their ability. Teachers model excellence, 
encourage collaboration and provide students with clear guidelines on 
how they can further improve. Teachers cultivate an environment in which 
students are excited and curious about learning.

We provide pupils with first-rate opportunities to develop the skills, 
confidence and attitudes needed to succeed and to help them become 
effective, independent, resilient learners - which prepare them for the 
different stages of school life and beyond.



“The transition  
days were brilliant  
and (our daughter)  
has settled in very 
quickly and easily.”

PARENT

A SAFE LEARNING 
ENVIRONMENT 
Students at Birches Head Academy benefit from modern  
learning spaces designed to help them succeed.

Classrooms are equipped with state-of-the-art technology 
to enable all students to meet the demands of the 
curriculum. The purpose-built  
science block ensures that the study of theory is 
complemented by live demonstrations and experiments, 
while our outdoor sports facilities give students the chance 
to take part in a wealth of different activities.

“Birches Head  
Academy has  
a lot to offer in  

regards to facilities, 
lessons and after  
school activities” 

PARENT 



“The curriculum is broad and balanced.  
Pupils appreciate the support they 

and their parents receive in choosing 
their  subjects. Consequently, pupils 
are better equipped for their future 

education and career choices.” 

OFSTED 2018

OUR 
CURRICULUM
We treat students as individuals - young people with different needs and 
different ambitions. Our curriculum is designed to equip students with the 
knowledge and skills for future success.

The design of the curriculum provides complete continuity of learning for 
students from Year 7-11 and crucial like skills - critical thinking, problem solving, 
extended thinking and communication - are embedded features across the 
curriculum. Students are given appropriate and specialist advice and support 
in making the transition between Key Stages 3-4, preparing them fully for 
higher education opportunities or embracing the world of work. The breadth 
of subjects offered ensures that our children maximise their social, moral, 
spiritual and cultural development.



“The care of the pastoral team 
has made a real difference to my 

child, they are committed and 
willing to go the extra mile” 

PARENT 

“My son’s  
Head or Year  

has been incredibly 
supportive and I am 

hugely grateful” 

PARENT 

We care about 
the whole child
We work closely alongside all our feeder primary schools to ensure that all  
our new students experience a smooth and successful transition.

Our comprehensive pastoral care continues 
throughout the 5 school years, ensuring that 
all our students are individually supported to 
achieve their very best. Students form strong 
relationships with their form tutors and every 
year group has a Head of Year who overseas 
their personal and academic development.

We prepare our students to become good 
citizens and provide leadership opportunities 
through student council elections, ‘job style’ 
applications for prefect positions and  
anti-bullying student mentors. 

Your child will have the opportunity to develop 
their academic performance through extra 
curricular activities. This includes: 
 
• Residential trips
• Links with businesses
• Sports
•  Before school, lunchtime and after school clubs
• Parent activities

 Our staff give freely of their time and are 
excellent role models.



Birches Head Academy 
Birches Head Road,  
Stoke-on-Trent ST2 8DD

Call us: 01782 233595
Email us: info@bircheshead.org.uk

bircheshead.org.uk

We’re here to help

We know that this can be a challenging time 
for parents and students and we want to 
help you in any way we can.  If you have any 
further concerns or questions then please do 
get in touch or arrange to visit the school:


