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Thanks for taking the time to read our prospectus.  I hope 
that you will find it interesting and informative and that it 
gives you a taste of Cardinal Newman Sixth Form.

welcometoacademicsuccess.

Marina Kelly
Headteacher

This is a great time for you to join Cardinal 
Newman.  This summer our students achieved 
excellent results allowing them to progress to 
an impressive range of apprenticeships and 
universities.  55% of students achieved A* to B 
grades (this was the second highest achievement 
of 19 city schools).  Our students performed highly 
in some of the most challenging subjects with 75% 
of Physics, English Literature and History students 
achieving A* to B grades and 71% of Maths students 
also achieved A* to B!

I always count myself lucky to be the Headteacher 
of Cardinal Newman; it is a real privilege to work 
with such a group of talented and enthusiastic 
young people. Every year our students achieve 
amazing things. The exam results here are 
consistently above both local and National trends 
and analysis shows that our students really fulfil 
their potential, both academically and personally.

This success is achieved because our team of 
outstanding teachers work with our students to 
motivate and enthuse them. They are real subject 
experts who are passionate and love working with 

students. Together with our highly committed 
support staff they will always go the extra mile to 
support and guide our students.

As well as the academic courses, there is a huge 
range of different enrichment activities to choose 
from: the Duke of Edinburgh Award, sport, 
performance, trips and visits and charity work are 
just a few of the opportunities available.

Cardinal Newman is a Catholic School that 
welcomes students of all faiths and backgrounds. 
Our ethos places great emphasis on inclusivity, 
excellence, the development of the whole person, 
and service to those in need.

As you can probably tell, I am really proud of 
Cardinal Newman and the opportunities it can 
offer students.  Please take your time to browse 
this prospectus, or better still, come and see us 
at our open evening or call to arrange a tour of 
the school.

I look forward to meeting you.
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whychooseus?
Cardinal Newman sixth form is welcoming 
to all people, whether you are a Newman 
student transferring from Year 11 or someone 
coming in from another school, it provides 
everybody with the very best opportunities. 
It supports all students to figure out what it 
is you want from life and helps you to strive 
for it. 

The sixth form at Newman is a place where 
you can try new and exciting subjects, 
expanding your knowledge in areas you have 
taken an interest in or exploring different 
opportunities. It is the next important step to 
university or an apprenticeship; allowing you 
to become more independent through the 
studies which you enjoy the most.

There are plenty of opportunities to get a taste 
of life beyond sixth form, whether that be 
through summer schools, Pathways to Law, 
work experience or even through attending 
the Edinburgh Fringe Festival!

These summer schools are not necessarily 
what you would think they are either. As 
well as being able to apply to go to Oxford 
or Cambridge, or other Russell Group 
universities, you can also apply to the Sutton 
Trust US programme which, providing your 
application is successful, takes you away to 
America for a week, all expenses paid. To 
experience university life on the other side of 
the Atlantic is incredibly beneficial if you wish 
to go on to apply to study in the States.

So, to help answer some of the daunting 
questions of what to do now, I hope you 
now understand some of the wonderful 
experiences and opportunities that Cardinal 
Newman sixth form holds that many other 
sixth form or colleges in the city do not. If you 
decide to attend you will receive constant 
support in whichever direction you choose 
to consider as well as having possibilities 
presented to you on an almost daily basis.

Michael Fitzgerald, Head Boy
Maille Byford, Head Girl

The prospect of post 16 education can be daunting for everyone! You’re faced with questions like, 
“What now?” and “Sixth form or apprenticeship?” How are you supposed to know what you want 
from the rest of your life now?  The answer is you’re not.
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why

aspire.achieve.enjoy.

“Newman has lots of 
opportunities to play for our 

sports teams.  You also get to do 
your work experience anywhere in 

the country at internationally known 
firms.  I spent two weeks at KPMG In 

London – it was brilliant! ”

Daniel Boyce:
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whystudyhere?
There are many reasons to study with 
us, but here are our top ten reasons to 
choose Cardinal Newman...

1. WE PUT YOU FIRST 
Our team of subject teachers alongside our pastoral 
team will help you to choose the programme of 
study that gets you where you want to go. It’s your 
life and we are here to help you achieve your goals. 
Our Open Evening, Taster days and individual one 
to one interviews will help you and to get some 
pathways ideas and talk through the options 
available to you. At every stage we are here to 
listen, advise and support your choices. 

2. YOUR OPINION IS IMPORTANT 
At Cardinal Newman we will encourage you to 
voice your opinions both as a leader within your 
tutorial group, within the school council or through 
the Senior Student Leadership Team. These 
opportunities will develop and refine your skills and 
can be transferred into success within interviews 
and presentations and work in later life. 

6



3. WE SUPPORT YOU FULLY
We don’t want anything to be an obstacle 
between you and your ambitions. If you’re 
having trouble managing your time, need 
guidance on writing essays or revision we’ll 
make sure you get the right support. Our 
excellent pastoral support team will ensure 
you have someone to talk through any issues 
you may experience and will help support you 
to overcome them successfully. 

4. EXCELLENT FACILITIES 
Students at Cardinal Newman enjoy their own 
sixth form centre comprising of a spacious 
common room with fully equipped kitchen 
and a designated sixth form lecture theatre. 
Sixth form students have privileged access 
to the library and have their own separate, 
well resourced Post 16 section. Students are 
able to borrow laptops for use during the day 
or to take home to use in the evening or at 
weekends. All of our students have access to 
Coventry University library which is open 24 
hours a day! 

5. WE HELP YOU TAKE YOUR NEXT STEP 
Whatever you hope to do after sixth form 
our team of tutors will help you to get there. 
We value highly the individual advice and 
guidance that is offered to all of our students 
from our own staff and other specialist 
professionals. Our team provide expert 
guidance in UCAS preparation, choosing 
apprenticeships, employment or a gap year 
experience. 

6. QUALITY TEACHING
 Ofsted stated that teaching is consistently 
challenging and well planned. They also state: 
‘Students are highly positive about the sixth 
form provision—particularly the teaching and 
the excellent support and guidance offered.’ 

7. WE KEEP YOU WELL INFORMED 
You will be kept up to date with your progress 
in line with your target expectations. We 
provide regular reports, consultation evenings 
and information evenings where we keep you 
and your parents or carers informed about 
how you are doing, and how you can best be 
supported in your studies. 

8. ENRICHMENT PROGRAMME 
Our enrichment programme is at flagship 
standard. We offer excellent opportunities for 
you to try new things, and develop interests 
and skills. You could also take part in a 
wide range of university summer schools, 
undertake work experience placements, 
compete in a variety of public speaking and 
subject based competitions. You could take 
part in our sports leadership programme, 
support the school’s chaplaincy team or take 
part in a wide range of charity fundraising 
events. Many of our students successfully 
undertake Duke of Edinburgh Gold. 

9. CHOICE 
We offer you an extensive range of pathways 
including A Level and BTEC at Level 3 as 
well as a combined Level 2 course that 
includes: BTEC, GCSE and a work experience 
placement.  At your interview we will discuss 
your ambitions and put together the best 
programme of study to suit you.

10. WORK EXPERIENCE 
At Cardinal Newman you will be encouraged 
to undertake work experience to help 
develop your interests and skills. In addition 
to a work placement week in the summer 
term, students arrange for on going work 
placements in their free time. Students 
have enjoyed a wide range of experiences 
including: hospital placements, shadowing 
medical practitioners and solicitors, working 
in Whitehall and KPMG, primary school 
experience and journalist placements. 

studyhere?
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aspire.
Students also opted for traditional academic 
subjects such as English, Mathematics, 
History, Geography, Chemistry and 
Psychology. Other students chose to develop 
their creative talents through Fine Art, Media 
Production and Sports Journalism. 

Cardinal Newman students have taken up 
places at some of the most competitive 
Russell Group Universities including: 
Warwick, Bristol, Birmingham, Manchester 
and Liverpool. 

Joe Adderley secured a place on the Jaguar 
Land Rover Higher Level Apprenticeship.  
Joe will take part in placements in different 
areas of the JLR business before completing 
a sponsored degree with the University of 
Warwick. It was no surprise to see such a 
hardworking and dedicated student achieve 
such a prestigious offer. Joe studied for A 
Levels in Maths, Physics and Product Design.

Hannah Hoey studied for A Levels in English 
Literature, History and Religious Studies. After 
taking part in the Sutton Trust USA Programme 
in year 12, Hannah is now studying for a 
Combined Arts degree at Skidmore College, 
New York State, USA.

Students at Cardinal Newman have gone on 
to some amazing careers and opportunities. 
Some of our students are working as 
headteachers, university researchers, 
lecturers and medical practitioners. Others 
are working for Deutsche Bank as financial 
analysts, as Personal Assistant to the film 
director Mike Leigh and several others have 
completed PHDs.  Other ex-students have 
established successful careers on the stage. 

At Cardinal Newman we develop students who aspire for greatness. Many of our students choose 
degree courses leading to professions such as: law, medicine, mechanical engineering 
and accountancy. An increasing number of our students progress to higher level apprenticeships 
with companies such as Jaguar Landrover and BMW.
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aspire.

aspire.achieve.enjoy.

“I enjoy learning here 
at Cardinal Newman because 
I enjoy being challenged and 

thinking about things in a different 
way.  My favourite subject is English as 
I enjoy participating in discussion and 
am genuinely happy when I go to this 

lesson.  This positive experience 
has helped me decide on my 

future pathway. ”

Caitlin O’ Sullivan:
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Cardinal Newman has an impressive track 
record for achieving excellent results.  In 
2015 we were the second highest performing 
sixth form in Coventry and our results were 
significantly above National trends.

This success is achieved because our team of 
outstanding teachers work with our students 
to motivate and enthuse them. They are 
real subject experts who are passionate and 
love working with students. Together with 

our highly committed support staff they will 
always go the extra mile to support and guide 
our students.

By choosing Cardinal Newman you can be 
confident that you will get the great results 
you need for whatever you want to do.  In 2015 
our students achieved a 99% pass rate with 
over 55% of our students achieving A* to B 
grades.  Our students performed brilliantly in 
some of the most difficult subjects with 71% 

of Maths students achieving A* to B, whilst 
an incredible 75% of students achieved A* to 
B grades in Physics, English Literature and 
History. Over 96% of students who took our 
professional BTEC qualifications achieved a 
Distinction or a Distinction* grade.

Our A Level results speak for themselves.

55%
STUDENTS
ACHIEVED

A* – B

75%
PHYSICS STUDENTS 

ACHIEVED 
A* – B

71%
MATHS STUDENTS 

ACHIEVED 
A* – B

75%
HISTORY STUDENTS 

ACHIEVED 
A* – B

achieve.
99.6%

A - E
PASS RATE
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Everyone has their own 
reasons for choosing sixth form at Cardinal 
Newman Catholic School.  We asked some 
of our students what they thought... 

enjoy.
“Everyone gets 

together as a school 
community for charity 

events and gatherings such as 
sixth form parties which are 
arranged so that you can get 
to know everyone else in the 

Sixth Form.”

“History has given me lots 
of opportunities to develop my 

knowledge and further my interest in 
the subject.  I also spent two weeks in 

Whitehall in the Civil Service as part of my 
work experience.  We visited the Houses 
of Parliament, the London Eye and went 

to a West End show, which was an 
amazing experience. ”

Lois Porter: :

David Lomax:
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“Sixth Form at Cardinal 
Newman is great because 

you are treated like adults.  The 
teachers here are very kind and 

welcoming and will support you so 
that you can achieve the highest 

grades.  You also get free periods in 
which you can do your homework 

so that you don’t have to do 
it all at home.”

Abigail Quinn:

“The thing I most like 
about Cardinal Newman is 

the friendly atmosphere and 
the support that is available 

to help you onto the right 
pathway to your future.”

Zehra Erkul:
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sportandrecreation
Students are encouraged to develop their leisure 
and sporting interests during their time at Cardinal 
Newman.  We cater for all levels of ability from the 
recreational to the competitive. 

Students can take part in competitive sports against other schools including 
football, rugby and netball.  Cardinal Newman’s facilities include a sports hall 
with multi-gym and cardio-vascular machines, rugby and football pitches, 
tennis courts, netball and basketball courts. 

aspire.achieve.enjoy.
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and

enjoy.

OPPORTUNITIES 
INCLUDE:

Fitness Suite:
• Running Machines
• Cross Trainers
• Stepper
• Rowers
• Bikes
• Arm Ergometer
• Weights
• Fully equipped multi-gym

Recreational Sports:
• Tennis
• Badminton
• Volleyball
• Basketball
• Table tennis
• Trampolining
• 5-a-side football
• Netball 
• Cricket

Competitive Sports
• Rugby
• Football
• Netball
• Basketball

15



enrichment
Whether it’s joining the Student Leadership 
Team, Student Council or sports teams, 
expressing creative talent for music, drama 
or art, going on the trips and visits organised 
through the subject areas or getting involved 
in the Chaplaincy, there is a huge range of 
different activities to choose from each term.
Students can take part in activities that 
complement their academic course options or 
try something different and develop new skills. 

All these additional experiences enhance the 
impression students give to future employers 
and are extremely valuable when applying to 
Higher Education establishments.

We know that good grades are important but 
they’re not all that universities and employers 
are looking for.  They want outward looking 
people who join in, grab opportunities with 
both hands and really live life to the full.   

As well as your subject choices, your study 
programme will include enrichment activities.  
These are designed to broaden your horizons 
ad get you mixing with different people.  It will 
also allow you to discover and develop new 
interests and talents. 

These are just some of the Enrichment activities 
you can choose from:

• Student Council
• Senior Student Leadership Team
• Student Ambassador
• Duke of Edinburgh
• Sports Leaders Awards
• Represent a sports team
• Mentoring and subject-based support
• Work Experience
• Chaplaincy Team
• Charity Team
• ENTS Committee
• School production
• Public Speaking 
• Debating group
• Pathways to Law
• Student Magazine – Newmaner
• Community Service
• Charity fundraising
• Realising Opportunities

With a wide range of Enrichment & Skills opportunities on offer, our students are spoilt for choice!

16



You will be encouraged to develop as an independent learner and 
researcher. You will be responsible for taking your own notes, carrying out 
research and managing your private study time.

Our excellent teaching staff will support you 
every step of the way.  You will be guided 
fully so that you develop the independent 
learning skills that employers and 
universities demand. 

HIGH EXPECTATIONS 
The teachers at Cardinal Newman School 
are experienced and dedicated specialists. 
They have the highest expectations of what 
you can achieve and will do all they can to 
ensure that your results are the very best. 

Our work ethic is one of high standards 
and hard work, you can be certain 
that you won’t be allowed to be 
‘second best’. 

Our teaching staff are there to support and 
guide you. They understand how important 

your grades are to you and will always go 
that extra mile to help you achieve them. 

ADVICE AND GUIDANCE 
Our staff are available to offer you the 
advice and guidance that you need to 
be successful. All students at Cardinal 
Newman will have support with study skills 
including; essay writing, time-management 
and revision techniques. You will also have 
access to individual study support where 
staff can work with you on any study issues 
you may have. 

All of our students have access to our 
well resourced library as well as Coventry 
University Library, which is open 24 hours a 
day. You will also be able to borrow a laptop 
to support your study.

teachingexcellence.

aspire.achieve.enjoy.
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YOUR TUTOR 
Your personal tutor will be a very important 
figure in your life at Cardinal Newman. You will 
have regular tutorials and one to one sessions 
where they’ll help you to set targets and monitor 
your progress, talking through any academic or 
personal issues.  Additional support is available 
from our specialist sixth form team.

RELIGIOUS SUPPORT 
We have a chapel at Cardinal Newman available 
for students of all faiths. Our lay-chaplain offers 
guidance and counselling either individually 
or as small groups. We have a very dynamic 
Chaplaincy team. 

FINANCIAL SUPPORT 
The school has a discretionary bursary fund* 
to help support students from families on low 
incomes or receiving certain benefits, with the 
costs of course materials, trips 
and travel.  

WELFARE & COUNSELLING 
Our Chaplaincy Team, counsellor and school 
nurse are all available to support you should 
you need their help and advice.  Our qualified 
counsellor is available to meet with students for 
confidential, one-to-one counselling sessions.

STUDY SUPPORT 
We know it can be a big jump from Year 11 
study, to sixth form academically, socially and 
personally. If you need support, have concerns 
or need some friendly advice, there are plenty 
of people and services you can turn to.  Our 
librarians will offer guidance and support with 
all aspects of study skills.

su
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p
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g
you
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year12.

* eligibility criteria apply
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LIVING OUR FAITH
We encourage our students to put their 
faith into action through charity work and 
fundraising, making a difference to others 
through volunteering and leading liturgies 
and prayer. As a student you will have access 
to our chapel for quiet reflection and prayer. 
You could also be trained as a special minister 
of communion at school and in your home 
parish, if you wish. 

Students also have an opportunity to support 
others through the school’s Chaplaincy 
Team. Training is provided which includes a 
residential at Soli House.  Our annual visit to 
Lourdes is an inspiration to all who attend and 
a true example of our faith in action.

Cardinal Newman is built on the principles of 
Catholic education which foster a belief in the 

importance and value of individuals. 

Relationships within our sixth form community 
are really positive and are built on mutual 
trust and respect. We encourage students to 
recognise their responsibilities to themselves 
and to others. Teachers encourage students 
to understand the social, moral, spiritual and 
cultural implications of their subjects.

Our lay-chaplain Laura (and her team)  
provide opportunities for prayer, reflection 
and charity work. There are regular services 
for those who want them and we take time 
out to reflect at important times of the 
year: Christmas, Easter, Ash Wednesday, 
Remembrance Day etc. In tutorial lessons 
time is set aside for discussion about 
important social, moral and religious issues. 
This is designed to encourage students 

to think and to develop their own views 
and ideas.

EQUALITY & DIVERSITY
We are completely committed to the 
principles set out in our Equality and Diversity 
Policy. As a Catholic Sixth Form we believe 
that every individual is important and has the 
right to be valued, treated with respect and to 
achieve his or her full potential.

As a Catholic Sixth Form we strive to create 
an environment which is inclusive and 
welcoming and which is free from all forms 
of discrimination. We take positive action 
wherever we can by promoting the values of 
inclusivity and mutual respect and by standing 
firm in the face of discrimination, harassment 
or bullying.

catholic&inclusive.
Cardinal Newman is a faith community and we strive to offer Christian witness in all that we do. 
However, we are fully inclusive of students and staff with other religions, faiths or none.

“Being a part of the 
sixth form has given me 

the opportunity to work in 
a hospital in Lourdes on a 

pilgrimage.  Since coming to 
sixth form I have undertaken 

a far bigger role in the 
chaplaincy team.”

Emma Nugent :
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I even returned to work at the school 
during the summer of my first year 
at university. After achieving 8 A*s, 
3As and 1B in my GCSEs in 2011, I 
went on to attend Sixth Form to study 
Geography, History and Ethics and 
Philosophy. 

Whilst in Sixth Form I was given 
many opportunities to expand my 
academic interests and consider 
higher education; being part of 
Warwick University’s Pathways to Law 
Programme and attending summer 
schools at both Bristol and Oxford 
university during the summer of 2012. 

During my first year at university I 
was a finalist in the Geography Intern 

Competition, where I presented my 
idea for a Geographical Educational 
App to the Geographical Association. 
From this, I became heavily involved 
in Enactus Sheffield; a student-led 
social enterprise company, where 
I was a member of the executive 
team. This involvement saw me visit 
Zambia, in order to implement a soap 
enterprise working with vulnerable 
individuals in Mukuni Village. 

My time working and studying 
at Cardinal Newman has proved 
invaluable and has taught me many 
of the abilities needed to succeed in 
both the academic and professional 
workplace. 
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I thoroughly enjoyed my time at Cardinal Newman and was very 
involved in the school community, being part of the Chaplaincy 
team, the school council and of several sporting teams. 

Anna is now studying 
Human Geography at 
Sheffield Universitystudies.
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Sixth form was an invaluable experience for me and 
without it I wouldn’t be currently having the time of my 
life at university. In my opinion sixth form is without a 
doubt the best path to university.

Through hard work and determination within Sixth 
Form at Newman, not only have I managed to get into 
the course at the university of my choice, but have won 
sponsorships with the institute of civil engineering 
and with a large civil engineering corporation. This has 
given me the opportunity to earn a substantial amount 
of money during my degree course which has been a 
great help towards a great future.
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Lewis is studying 
Mechanical Engineering 
at The University of 
Nottingham

22



After finishing my final year of Sixth Form at Cardinal Newman 
school, I felt I wanted to gain more experience with young people 
before pursuing a career in primary school teaching. 

Therefore, working in a volunteer role 
with Soli House was a clear choice for 
me for the year ahead. I am greatly 
enjoying my volunteer role, gaining 
essential experience with young 
people of all ages.

The work of the dedicated chaplaincy 
team and Religious Education 
department at Cardinal Newman 
meant that I was fortunate enough to 
be able to volunteer in Lourdes, aiding 
the sick and those in need during their 
time there. My experiences in Lourdes 
helped to develop my faith, which 
undoubtedly has benefited my work 
during this faith-related gap year.

Not forgetting my role as Head Boy 
within sixth form, through which I 
gained confidence from giving informal 
talks and formal speeches to a variety 
of audiences and this means that 
now I have the confidence to lead 
sessions and workshops without 
difficulty. Throughout my time in the 
Drama department I learned many ice 
breakers which I now use to engage 
the young people I work with.

In short, my time at Cardinal 
Newman Sixth Form developed not 
only my academic qualifications, 
but, also skills that have benefited 
me far beyond the classroom.
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STUDENT UNION RUN BY YOU, FOR YOU 
When you join Cardinal Newman, you’ll 
automatically become a member of our Student 
Union (SU). Run entirely by students, the Senior 
Student Leadership Team(SSLT) organises 
social events for you right through the year. On 
a more serious note, they also represent you at 
meetings with the Headteacher and other staff 
so your views get heard by the people with the 
power to change things. 

A PACKED SOCIAL CALENDAR 
The SSLT organises all our big student events, 
such as the sixth form parties, dress down 
days, big-breakfasts, charity events and other 
fundraisers.

NUS EXTRA CARD 
As a Cardinal Newman student, you can apply 
for an NUS Extra Card. This costs £12 and gives 
you money off at Amazon, Odeon, McDonalds 
and loads of other online and high street stores

FROM THE SSLT TEAM:
We work hard to be a prominent group within 
the sixth form.  We have our own dedicated 
social media to keep students up-to-date with 
our news and events.  Any student is welcome to 
approach us with their ideas or enquiries. 

THE SSLT IS MADE UP OF:
SU Executive Committee
• Head Boy and Head Girl
• Deputy Head Boy and Girl 
• Student Ambassadors 
• Social Officer
• Publicity Officer
• Charity Officer 
• Sport officer
• Lead Mentors
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A great deal of thought, commitment and 
resources have been invested in providing a 
comprehensive programme of support and 
personal development for every student at 
Cardinal Newman.

Your Tutor will act as your mentor, monitoring 
both your academic and personal progress.  
Your Tutor is also the link between school 
and parents. You will receive regular half-
termly updates of your academic progress 
against your targets and there are in addition 
regular Parents’ Information Evenings and 
Consultation Evenings where you can meet 
with subject staff to discuss your progress.  

At Cardinal Newman, we provide guidance 
and careers advice to help make sure that 
you are aware of the progression routes 
available to you. Our Sixth Form Team work 
closely with universities and employers 
to offer you the best support in securing 
competitive university places or Higher Level 

Apprenticeships.  We also have a full-time 
Careers Advisor who is able to offer one 
to one, personalised advice and guidance 
whenever you should need it.

UNIVERSITY
Many of our students progress onto Higher 
Education. You will receive support from 
your personal tutor and the Sixth Form 
Team to help you through the whole 
process. Extra support is available through 
specific UCAS sessions on a Tuesday that 
are delivered by Cardinal Newman staff 
alongside university staff. 

APPRENTICESHIPS 
Post-16 study will enable you to apply for 
Advanced and Higher Level Apprenticeships.  
This is a very attractive option as you will 
receive a salary whilst you undertake further 
training and study.  You could also study for a 
degree through your apprenticeship without 
having to pay any university fees.  A growing 

proportion of our Newman students are 
progressing onto apprenticeships after sixth 
form study.  

Apprenticeships are available in a wide 
range of area including: accountancy, 
finance, engineering, creative and digital, 
retail, administration and human resources, 
construction customer services, financial 
services, hospitality and travel, information 
technology and health and public services. 

FURTHER READING
These are links to other websites that you may 
find useful:
• careersbox.co.uk
• connexionslive.com
• nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk
• ucas.com
• yearoutgroup.org

future.your
HOW WE SUPPORT YOUR PROGRESS AND YOUR FUTURE 
PROGRESSION PATHWAYS
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Exactly which subjects and courses you study at Cardinal 
Newman will depend on your results and most importantly, 
your interests, aims and ambitions. We will help you to 
choose the best pathway to suit you.

guidingyou.

PREPARATION 
We’ll discuss your options at your interview, 
but here are a few things you might want to 
think about beforehand: 

• Do you enjoy and do well in the subjects 
you’re considering?

• The course content - does it interest 
and motivate you? 

• Are you happier doing coursework 
or exams? 

• The future - will these subjects open up 
the right apprenticeship, university and 
career choices for you? 

FOLLOW YOUR OWN PROGRAMME 
We’ve divided courses into six pathways. 
Each has its own entry requirements and 
leads to a slightly different destination.

Once you have decided which pathway will 
take you where you want to go, you can 
start looking at specific courses and putting 
together your individual 
study programme. 

aspire.achieve.enjoy.

WHAT 
IS YOUR 
POTENTIAL  
PATHWAY?
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ACADEMIC 
ENGINEERING AND 

MEDICINE
PATHWAY

ACADEMIC
HUMANITIES 

AND LAW
PATHWAY

CREATIVE PATHWAY

PROFESSIONAL 
HEALTH AND

SERVICES
PATHWAY

FOUNDATION
PATHWAY

PROFESSIONAL
BUSINESS

AND IT
PATHWAY

Physics
Chemistry

Biology
Maths

Further Maths

English Literature
English Language 
& Literature
History
Psychology
Geography
RE

Accountancy
Business
ICT
Economics

Product Design
(with Textiles, Graphics
or Resistant Materials)

Art 
Photography

Media Studies
Drama BTEC Sport

BTEC Uniformed & Public 
Services
Sociology
BTEC Health & Social Care
BTEC Science

Uniformed & Public 
Services
Leisure & Tourism
GCSE English
GCSE Maths
Work Experience
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Depending on your grades, A Levels could lead 
to a degree or HND course at university, an 
apprenticeship, employment or further training. 

You’ll probably choose three or four subjects in 
your first year.  You will usually continue with 
three subjects in your second year.

We offer a very wide range of A Level subjects 
and there are no restrictions on the combination 
of courses you choose. Below is a complete A-Z 
list of A Levels you can choose from.

FACILITATING SUBJECTS
If you don’t yet know what you want to study 
at university there are some subjects which 
will keep your degree options open until you 
decide which course to take. These are called 
‘facilitating subjects’ and open doors to more 
degrees and more professions than others.

The A Level programme is our 
traditional academic route for 
those intending to go on to 
higher education.

The practical way to achieve 
your ambitions.

Our level 2 pathway will 
provide you with a good 
foundation for further 
study, employment or an 
apprenticeship. 

If you enjoy coursework, want to get some 
practical work experience while you study, or 
already have a definite career in mind, a BTEC 
course could be the ideal alternative to A Levels 
for you. You’ll be assessed by a combination 
of coursework, practical assignments and 
external examinations. If you decide to go to 
university, your BTEC will be treated as an A 
Level equivalent. 

The other big difference is that a BTEC is much 
more practical. Everything you learn will be 
applicable to a work scenario. A BTEC is an 
extremely attractive qualification to employers 
and will really help you to progress onto further 
training, an apprenticeship or a university 
course.
 
Students who studied BTEC courses have 
gone on to some of the following destinations: 
nursing, occupational therapy and business 
administration and management.

The combined one- year course offers 
you the chance to achieve a GCSE in 
English and Maths alongside a BTEC 
Level 2 in Uniformed and Public Service 
and Travel and Tourism.  As well as your 
classroom study, you will undertake an 
extended work experience placement.

A LEVELSBTEC
LEVEL 3

LEVEL 2
PATHWAY
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courseguide.

aspire.achieve.enjoy.
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UNIT 6 
The aim of this unit is for you to develop 
the knowledge and skills to prepare for an 
interview.
Assessed by coursework.

UNIT 7
 INTERVIEW SKILLS 
This unit aims to develop you’re 
communication and presentation skills for 
successful interviews. You review your own 
skill development and consider how to 
improve for future interviews.
Assessed by coursework.

UNIT 9 
SELF ASSESSMENT 
The aim of this unit is for you to develop 
the skills to assess their own strengths, 
weaknesses, skills and qualities to inform 
personal goal setting and to review 
personal achievements over time.

UNIT 15
EFFECTIVENESS AT WORK
In this unit you will gain the understanding 
and skills necessary to work effectively to 
achieve personal, team and organisational 
goals. Assessed by coursework.

UNIT 16
 WORKING IN A TEAM
This unit gives you the skills and knowledge 
to recognise the strengths and weaknesses 
of team members, work as part of a team 
and assess the effectiveness of the team.
Assessed by coursework.

UNIT 20
INVESTIGATING RIGHTS AND 
RESPONSIBILITIES AT WORK
This unit aims to develop you’re 
understanding of the importance of rights 
and responsibilities in the workplace and 
the responsibilities of employees and 
employers in upholding them.
Assessed by coursework.

FURTHER INFORMATION
nina.bassett@cardinal newman.
coventry.sch.uk
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Course Description
This course is designed to prepare you 
for employment or further study.  It is 
designed to provide learning that is 
relevant to you. The course will provide 
opportunities to develop a range of 
skills and techniques, personal skills 
and attributes which are essential for 
successful performance in working 
life. It is comprised of 6 core units and 
5 additional units. There are no exams 
instead you complete assignment sets 
by your teacher, based on the learning 
outcomes set by EDEXCEL.

Career Opportunities
The course provides an introduction to 
the skills, qualities and knowledge that 
may be required for employment or for 
future study. 
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WHAT WILL I STUDY? 
In your AS year, you’ll learn the double 
entry system to trial balance and how 
to prepare a profit and loss account and 
a balance sheet for a small business. 
You’ll also learn how to analyse business 
performance using accounting ratios 
and produce simple cash budgets. In 
your A2 year, you’ll learn how to prepare 
accounts for companies and discover how 
accounting skills and techniques, including 
product costing, budgeting, breakeven 
analysis and capital expenditure appraisal, 
are used to manage a business. 

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 
All modules are assessed by exam. 

WHAT NEWMAN ADDS TO THIS 
You’ll have the opportunity to hear visiting 
speakers and meet with employers from 
accounting firms. 

YOUR DESTINATIONS WITH THIS 
COURSE 
Many of our students go on to study 
accountancy or actuarial science 
at university either on its own, or in 
combination with other subjects such 
as finance, business, economics or 
management. We also have students 
who successfully go into employment in 
accountancy firms as an apprentice or on 
company training schemes.

FURTHER INFORMATION
sarah.mchugh@cardinal newman.
coventry.sch.uk
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Course Description
 If you enjoy working with numbers 
and solving problems, Accounting 
could be for you. This course looks at 
how a business records its financial 
transactions and how this information 
can be used to understand past 
performance and manage the business 
effectively. It’s an ideal preparation 
for studying accounting or business 
at university and a future career in 
accountancy, management or running 
your own business. 

explore.

A LEVEL

31



AUTUMN TERM 
PORTFOLIO WORK
During this term students develop a 
coursework portfolio in response to a 
brief, demonstrating the skills they have 
developed during the initial phase of the 
course. The portfolio is taught through 
a mixture of practical tasks, group 
discussions, presentations and art history 
seminars. Developing skills and ideas 
through sketch pads is the foundation 
for larger studies and experiments in 
the wide variety of media available to 
contemporary Fine Artists. These include 
large scale painting, photography, video 
and installation.

SPRING AND SUMMER 
TERM ASSIGNMENTS
During the spring and the first part of 
summer term students will work through 
several assignments, each exploring an 
art theme or genre. This will enable them 
to refine their drawing and painting skills 
and develop further Fine Art techniques. 
At this point students will begin to 
specialise in the media they have become 
most interested in. They will continue 
to learn about the role of key artists and 
movements in preparation for the assessed 
Units of work for the A Level submission.

UNIT 3
The Personal Investigation
A personal investigation in which 
candidates develop work in response to 

an idea, issue, concept or theme of their 
choosing. The Unit is taught in a similar 
way to the AS units although the focus 
is on individuals setting their own goals 
and further specialising in materials 
and processes. As well as using sketch 
pads and making large scale studies the 
candidates complete a written study of 
3000 words. Assessment will form 60% of 
the final grade.

UNIT 4
Externally-Set Assignment
An externally-set assignment. The question 
paper for Fine Art contains eight exciting 
starting points, candidates choose one. 
There is a period of time for the investigation 
followed by a 15 hour examination period 
in which the candidates produce their final 
outcomes. This unit tests the candidate’s 
ability to research the suggested areas and 
develop highly original studies. The fixed 
time for the final exam is long enough for 
work to be completed in a wide range of 
Fine Art processes to be chosen by the 
candidates. Assessment will form 40% of 
the final grade.

FURTHER INFORMATION
trevor.hinson@ cardinalnewman.
coventry.sch.uk

AR
T

Course Description
The art and design course will 
develop the student’s traditional 
drawing and painting skills alongside 
contemporary Fine Art practice. It 
includes establishing an historical 
and critical framework as well as 
extensive practical experimentation. 
Applicants should note there will be 
an expectation of some contribution 
towards the cost of materials used 
during the course.

Career Opportunities
A Level Art and Design remains the 
key building block qualification for 
degree level study in an extremely 
wide range of creative visual 
communication degree courses. 
Past students have gone on to 
study Fine Art, Graphic Design, 
Textiles, Three Dimensional Design, 
Architecture, Theatre Design, 
Jewellery Design, Photography and 
Computer Games Design.

inspire.
A LEVEL
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AS COURSE CONTENT 
• Section 1 – Biological Molecules 

(Carbohydrates and Lipids; Proteins and 
Enzymes; Nucleic Acid); Section 2 – Cells 
(Cell Structure; Transport 
across Membranes; The Immune System);

• Section 3 – Exchange of Substances 
(Gas Exchange; Transport in Plants; 
The Circulatory System);

• Section 4 – Genetics and Variation (DNA 
and Protein Synthesis; Genetic Diversity; 

Biodiversity)

A LEVEL COURSE CONTENT
• Section 1 - Energy Transfers 

(Photosynthesis; Respiration; 
Ecosystems);

• Section 2- Stimuli Detection and 
Response 
(Plant Hormones; The Nervous System; 
Muscle Operation; Homeostasis in 
Mammals);

• Section 3 – Inheritance and Evolution 
(How Inheritance Operates; Population 
Genetics; Evolution; Populations in 
Ecosystems);

• Section 4 – Controlling Gene Expression 
(Gene Mutations; Controlling 
Transcription; Cancer; Techniques for 
Genetic Analysis)

WHAT EXAMS WILL I TAKE?
AS: Two written papers, 1.5 hours each sat 
in the summer Full A Level: Three written 
papers; 2 hours each sat in the summer of 
Year 13.

ASSESSMENT
No coursework that counts towards 
AS/A Level grade but there are a series 
of compulsory practicals that must be 
completed and understanding is tested 
during the written exams.

WHAT MIGHT STUDYING THIS 
COURSE LEAD TO?
A Level Biology is a widely respected and 
accepted course that will be recognised 
by a very diverse range of institutions 
including Russell Group, University Alliance, 
Higher Education Colleges and Overseas 
Universities; it is a facilitating subject for 
many degree courses.

FURTHER INFORMATION
www.aqa.org.uk
www.rsb.org.uk

nicola.shepherd@cardinalnewman.
coventry.sch.uk
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Course Description
The course will include learning 
about areas such as the detailed 
structure of cells, particularly how 
the nucleus stores information and 
operates the cell. It will go on to 
cover the immune system and how 
techniques such as vaccination help 
prevent illness. There will also be 
study of gas-exchange in a number 
of organisms, plus the heart and 
circulatory system. Skills will include 
practical techniques, presentation 
of and analysis of data as well 
as structuring logical analytical 
responses to questions.

Career Opportunities 
Biology leads to a wide range of 
university courses and destinations. 
Agriculture, Biology, Biochemistry, 
Biotechnology, Dentistry, 
Microbiology, Medicine, Pharmacy, 
Psychology, Zoology would be among 
the more closely linked courses for 
the subject, but it also serves as a 
good bridging subject for many other 
courses such as Business, Chemistry, 
Law, Marketing, Sociology, Teaching.

aspire.achieve.enjoy.

The entry requirement 
is that a student must 
have  achieved a minimum 
of 5 GCSEs at grades 
A*-C including a B grade 
in both GCSE Core and 
Additional Science. 

A LEVEL

FACILITATING
SUBJECT
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AS PAPER 1
WHAT IS ASSESSED
• Physical Chemistry
• Inorganic Chemistry
• Practical skills
• Long & short answer questions &
• Multiple choice questions 
ASSESSMENT
Exam 80 marks (1 hour 30 mins)
50% AS marks

AS PAPER 2
WHAT IS ASSESSED
• Physical Chemistry
• Organic Chemistry
• Practical skills
• Long & short answer questions & 

multiple  
choice questions 

ASSESSMENT 
Exam 80 marks (1 hour 30 mins)
50% AS marks

A LEVEL PAPER 1
• Physical Chemistry
• Inorganic Chemistry
• Practical skills
• Long & short answer questions
ASSESSMENT
Exam 105 marks (2 hours)
35% A Level marks

A LEVEL PAPER 2
• Physical Chemistry
• Organic Chemistry
• Practical skills
• Long & short answer questions
ASSESSMENT
Exam 105 marks (2 hours)
35% A Level marks

A LEVEL PAPER 3
• All content
• Practical skills
• 40 marks on practical skills & data 

analysis
• 20 marks long & short answer questions
• 30 marks multiple choice questions
ASSESSMENT
Exam 90 marks (2 hours)
30% A Level marks

FURTHER INFORMATION
www.aqa.org.uk

rebekah.mason@cardinalnewman.
coventry.sch.uk

joe.coughlan@cardinalnewman.
coventry.sch.uk
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Course Description
Students can study for a 1 Year AS 
level qualification or 2 Year full A 
Level qualification.  Students study 
a range of Chemistry topics over the 
broad areas of Physical Chemistry 
(atomic structure, reaction rates, 
energetics), Inorganic (non-carbon) 
and Organic (carbon) Chemistry. 
A significant proportion of time is 
taken to developing practical skills 
including taking and recording results 
and analysing data. This leads to the 
‘Practical Endorsement’ that forms 
part of the full A Level qualification. 
Students will also apply mathematical 
skills to solve problems.

Career Opportunities 
A good A Level Chemistry qualification 
will enable students to access a 
number of higher education routes, 
including Chemistry, Biochemistry, 
Medicine and Biomedical Sciences, 
Chemical and Biochemical Engineering. 
They will also be able to access higher 
level apprenticeships.

An interest in Chemistry is required as 
well as a Grade B in both Core, Additional 
Science and Maths. All students must have a 
minimum of 5 grades A*-C at GCSE.

A LEVEL

FACILITATING
SUBJECT
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YEAR 12 - UNIT 1
DEVISING
Students are provided with a text extract 
and a practitioner as a stimulus and are 
asked to produce a unique piece of theatre. 
Students produce a portfolio detailing their 
choices in devising.

Assessed internally through the portfolio, 
rehearsal process and performance. 40% 
of A2 marks.

YEAR 12 - UNIT 2 
THEATRE TEXT IN PERFORMANCE
Candidates study, prepare and perform a 
small cast play and perform a published 
monologue that will showcase their specific 
performance skills.

Assessed externally 20% of A2 marks

YEAR 13 - UNIT 3 
THEATRE MAKERS IN PRACTICE
An externally examined unit. In preparation 
students will view a new, exciting theatre 
production and then they must prepare to 
write an insightful review within the exam. 
Students will also practically study a play 
text in depth and within the exam they 
must discuss how they intend to realise the 
extract in performance.

External Examination, written paper –
40% of A2 marks. (2 hours 30 minutes)

FURTHER INFORMATION
amy.davies @cardinalnewman.
coventry.sch.uk

create.
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The entry requirement is 
that a student must have 
achieved a minimum of 5 
GCSEs at grades A*-C.

Course Description
AS and A2 level courses based on this 
specification encourage candidates to 
develop and further their interest in 
and enjoyment of drama and theatre 
as they:
•  Demonstrate the application of 

performance and/or production 
skills through the realisation of 
drama and theatre.

•  Demonstrate knowledge and 
understanding of practical and 
theoretical aspects of drama and 
theatre using appropriate terminology,

•  Interpret plays from different periods 
and genres.

•  Make critical and evaluative 
judgements of live theatre.

Career Opportunities 
Successful drama students have 
gone on to Higher Education 
studying everything from Mechanical 
Engineering and Business Studies to 
English Literature and Law. Drama and 
Theatre Studies creates interesting 
people that universities and future 
employers know understand the world 
around them. 

aspire.achieve.enjoy.

A LEVEL
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Course Description
Economics includes the study of 
how people behave and interact 
with each other. The dynamics 
between consumers, manufacturers 
and government makes Economics 
a vibrant, relevant topic. You will 
develop your quantitative, analytical, 
evaluative and communication skills, 
making this an ideal complement to 
other A Level subjects.

Career Opportunities
Economists are employed in a 
range of posts. Obviously there is 
teaching economics and working 
as an economist either in the public 
sector or for a leading company but 
economists also work in many other 
sectors.  It also great preparation 
for a career in law, accountancy and 
management. In all these settings, 
employers value economics students’ 
understanding of decision-making, 
their research and analytical skills, 
and their experience of viewing 
problems from different perspectives.

LINEAR AS COURSE CONTENT 
MODULE 1: MICROECONOMICS 
You will acquire knowledge and 
understanding of a selection of micro-
economic models and be able to apply 
these to current problems and issues. You 
should be able to apply your knowledge 
and skills to a wide variety of situations 
and to different markets and examples of 
market failure, including environmental 
market failures such as global warming.

MODULE 2: MACROECONOMICS 
You will be required to acquire knowledge 
and understanding of Aggregate Demand 
and Supply analysis and will use this 
analysis to explore recent and current 
economic behaviour.  

LINEAR A LEVEL COURSE 
CONTENT
Module 1: Microeconomics 
You will be required to study a selection of 
micro-economic models and to apply these 
to current problems and issues.  

Module 2: Macroeconomics 
You will gain a good knowledge of 
developments in the UK economy and 
government policies over the past fifteen 
years. You will study developments in the 
world economy, including the European 
Union, and how these have affected the UK. 

WHAT EXAMS WILL I TAKE?
AS Exams:
Paper 1: The operation of markets and 
market failure
Paper 2: The national economy in a global 
context Two 1.5 hr exams in the summer 

of Year 12. A mixture of multiple choice 
questions and data response questions 
requiring longer written answers.

A Level Exams:
Paper 1: Markets and market failure
Paper 2: The national economy in a 
global context
Paper 3: Economic principles and issues
Three 2 hour exams in Year 13.
A mixture of multiple choice, data response 
and essay questions.

COURSEWORK
No. 100% exam.

POSSIBLE UNIVERSITY 
COURSES?
• Economics
• Applied Economics
• Accounting
• Business Economics
• Banking and Finance
• Economics and Politics
• Business Management
• International Relations
• Business Law
• Economic History
• Economics with Mathematics
• Philosophy, Politics and Economics
• Social Studies

FURTHER INFORMATION?
www.aqa.org.uk

richard.rawlins@cardinalnewman.
coventry.sch.uk

The entry requirement is that a 
student must have achieved a 
minimum of 5 GCSEs at grades A*-C 
including English at grade B and 
Maths at grade C.

A LEVEL
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Course Description
This course is an opportunity to study 
both spoken and written English. 
Discussing fiction, non-fiction, prose 
and poetry will hone your critical and 
analytical skills. You’ll also have plenty 
of scope to develop your own writing 
– all incredibly useful preparation for 
Higher Education, making this the 
ideal arts course to complement your 
other subjects. This course is accepted 
by universities for a wide range of 
courses, including speech and language 
therapy, education and English and 
teacher training. It’s also an excellent 
choice if you have ambitions to go into 
publishing, journalism or produce the 
next great English novel! 

Career Opportunities 
Successful completion of this course 
will provide you with the essential 
qualities and background to choose 
from a wide range of careers. These 
include marketing, management, 
teaching and media. Many students 
progress to degree level study of 
single honours English, journalism, 
combined and joint honours courses.

WHAT WILL I STUDY? 
You will study for two examined modules. 
The first, “Voices in Speech and Writing” 
includes the study of an anthology of 20th 
and 21st century voices, ranging from 
newspaper reportage to transcripts of 
interviews. You will also study a modern 
play. The second, “Varieties in Language 
and Literature” will involve the study of 
different texts around a shared theme such 
as “Society and the Individual”; this will 
include a novel, poetry, and a range of non-
fiction extracts. Coursework will involve the 
independent study of texts from a selection 
with a common focus, such as the First 
World War; you will then learn how to write 
your own fiction and nonfiction based on 
these texts, and how to reflect upon and 
explain your creative process. 

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 
This is a linear A Level, with all assessments 
at the end of your second year. You will take 
two exams, one for each of the modules 
above. Your coursework portfolio will make 
up 20% of your total grade. There will be 
internal assessments throughout the course 
to monitor and develop your progress. 

WHAT NEWMAN ADDS TO THIS
You’ll have the opportunity to attend talks 
by visiting speakers and travel to university 
lectures and study conferences. You’ll also 
get to see professional theatre productions.

YOUR DESTINATIONS WITH 
THIS COURSE 
The majority of our students progress onto 
Higher Education, studying a wide variety of 
subjects. Related degrees our students have 
gone on to study include speech & language 
therapy, education and English, teacher 
training both primary and secondary, 
English, English Literature, English & 
American literature, linguistics, publishing, 
journalism and creative writing.

FURTHER INFORMATION
rebecca.nelson@cardinalnewman.
coventry.sch.uk

The entry requirement is that a 
student must have achieved a 
minimum of 5 GCSEs at grades 
A*-C (including English and 
English Literature).  In addition, 
students must achieve a grade 
B in either English or English 
Literature.

A LEVEL
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WHAT WILL I STUDY? 
You will study texts drawn from the three 
main types of literature – prose, poetry 
and drama. For prose, you will study two 
novels and compare the ways in which they 
present a theme. For poetry you will study 
an anthology of 21st century poems, and 
a further anthology based on a particular 
poet or movement. You will also learn how 
to analyse unseen poetry and compare 
it to poetry you already know. For drama 
you will study a Shakespeare play and 
a further, more modern, play and will 
learn how to discuss their treatment of a 
theme or message. For coursework, you 
will synthesise these skills and compare 
two texts of your choice from a selection, 
learning how to research, plan and write an 
extended study. 

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 
This is a linear A Level, with all assessments 
at the end of your second year. You will 
take three exams; one for each of the types 
of literature – Prose, Poetry and Drama. 
Your coursework essay will make up 20% 
of your total grade. There will be internal 
assessments throughout the course to 
monitor and develop your progress. 

WHAT NEWMAN ADDS TO THIS 
You’ll have the opportunity to attend talks 
by visiting speakers and travel to university 
lectures and study conferences. You 
will also get to see professional theatre 
productions. 

YOUR DESTINATIONS WITH 
THIS COURSE 
The majority of our students progress 
onto Higher Education, studying a wide 
variety of subjects. Related degrees our 
students have gone on to study include 
speech & language therapy, education 
and English, teacher training both primary 
and secondary, English, English literature, 
English & American literature, linguistics, 
publishing, journalism and creative writing.

FURTHER INFORMATION
rebecca.nelson@cardinalnewman.
coventry.sch.uk
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Course Description
Studying English Literature is more 
than just an opportunity to indulge 
your love of reading and discussing 
books. It develops your critical, 
analytical and research skills, which 
are vital whatever you plan to study 
at university. It also offers a chance to 
develop your own writing and produce 
original work – another extremely useful 
preparation for Higher Education. 
English Literature is accepted for a wide 
range of university courses. Students 
have gone on to study English and 
American literature, train as primary 
and secondary school teachers, and 
pursue careers in publishing, journalism 
and creative writing. 

Career Opportunities
Successful completion of this course 
will provide you with the essential 
qualities and background to choose 
from a wide range of careers. These 
include marketing, management, 
teaching and media. Many students 
progress to degree level study of single 
honours English, journalism, combined 
and joint honours courses.

The entry requirement is that a student 
must have achieved a minimum of 5 
GCSEs at grades A*-C (including English 
and English Literature).  In addition, 
students must achieve a grade B in either 
English or English Literature.

A LEVEL

FACILITATING
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inspire.

Course Description
The Extended Project Qualification 
(EPQ) enables you to explore a topic in 
depth, or to be creative, in ways that 
take you beyond or outside of your 
A Level studies. It is designed to sit 
alongside your other subjects. By taking 
this qualification (worth half an A Level) 
you develop the sorts of independent 
learning skills that universities value. 
It must not cover topics you will be 
examined on for your A Levels (but can, 
of course, be totally unrelated to them). 

WHAT CAN I STUDY? 
The subject choice will be up to you, and 
should be one you are excited by. You 
undertake a project that will end up as one 
of the following: 

• An extended essay of 5,000 words 
• An artefact (e.g. piece of art, music, 

creative writing) • A performance
•  A multi-media item (e.g. a short film) 

The last three must be supported by a 
report of at least 1,000 words 

THESE ARE SOME 
STUDENTS’ TITLES IN 2015:
•  What are the advantages and 

disadvantages of the UK leaving the 
European Convention on Human Rights? 

• What is the most effective satellite 
communication method for Mars to Earth 
transmissions? 

• The problem with lying: an ethical debate
•  A line in the sand: for how much longer 

can we continue to use silicon-based 
electronics?

•  Which country was most responsible for 
starting World War One?

UNIVERSITY VIEWPOINTS 
“UCL welcomes the introduction of the 
Extended Project into the curriculum, 
recognising that it will develop many of 
the skills necessary for successful study 
at university.” 
University College London 

“We value the EPQ, and appreciate the 
hard work that goes into completing one.”
 University of Southampton

 “The skills that students develop 
through the Extended Project are 
excellent preparation for university 
level study. Students can refer to 
the Extended Project in their UCAS 
personal statements and at interview to 
demonstrate some of the qualities that 
universities are looking for.” 
University of Manchester 

Check individual universities for current 
tariffs including offers taking into account 
the EPQ.

FURTHER INFORMATION
christopher.courtney@cardinalnewman.
coventry.sch.uk
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Course Description
This course offers  an issues-based 
approach to studying geography, 
enabling students to explore and evaluate 
contemporary geographical questions 
and issues. The specification content 
gives students the opportunity to develop 
an in-depth understanding of physical 
and human geography, the complexity of 
people and environment questions and 
issues, and to become critical, reflective 
and independent learners.

Career Opportunities
Geography is a broad based academic 
degree which is well respected by 
employers. Geography graduates have 
one of the highest rates of graduate 
employment. An example of the potential 
jobs include:

• Cartographer
• Commercial/residential surveyor
• Environmental consultant
• Geographical information systems 

officer
• Planning and development surveyor
• Secondary school teacher
• Town planner

WHAT YOU WILL STUDY – AS
PAPER 1 & 2
• Topic 1: Tectonic Processes and Hazards 
• Topic 2: Landscape Systems, Processes 

and Change – including optional sub-
topics from which students choose one 
from two: 2.1 Glaciated Landscapes and 
Change or 2.2 Coastal Landscapes and 
Change

• Topic 3: Globalisation 
• Topic 4: Shaping Places – including 

optional sub-topics from which students 
choose one from two: 4.1 Regenerating 
Places or 4.2 Diverse Places

FIELDWORK
Students must complete at least 2 days of 
fieldwork

WHAT YOU WILL STUDY –A2 
PAPER 1 & 2
• Same as AS, plus:
• Topic 5: The Water Cycle and Water 

Insecurity Area of study 3
• Topic 6: The Carbon Cycle and Energy 

Security  Area of study 3
• Topic 7: Climate Change Futures
• Topic 8: Superpowers 
• Topic 9: Global Development and 

Connections

PAPER 3
The specification contains three 
synoptic themes within the compulsory 
content areas: Players, Attitudes and 
actions, Futures and uncertainties. The 
synoptic investigation will be based on a 
geographical issue within a place-based 
context that links to the three synoptic 
themes and is rooted in two or more of the 
compulsory content areas.

FIELDWORK
Students must complete at least 4 days of 
fieldwork.

EXAMS IN YEAR 12/AS LEVEL
PAPER 1 = Written examination: 1 hour and 
30 minutes 50% of the qualification 80 
marks.
PAPER 2 = Written examination: 1 hour and 
30 minutes 50% of the qualification 80 
marks.
Year 13/A2 Course
PAPER 1 = Written examination: 2 hours 
30% of the qualification 90 marks.
PAPER 2 = Written examination: 2 hours 
30% of the qualification 90 marks.
PAPER 3 = Written examination: 1 hour and 
45 minutes 20% of the qualification 60 
marks.

YEAR 13/A2 LEVEL ONLY
(60 marks, 20% of the qualification)
Independent Investigation - The 
student defines a question or issue for 
investigation, relating to the compulsory or 
optional content. The topic may relate to 
any aspect of geography contained within 
the specification. 

The investigation report is internally 
assessed and externally moderated. The 
student will produce a written report of 
3000–4000 words. 

FURTHER INFORMATION
christina.mclaughlin@cardinalnewman.
coventry.sch.uk

A LEVEL
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Course Description
Following a BTEC programme is an 
exciting way to study. It provides 
students with the opportunity to 
develop the knowledge, skills and 
understanding that will equip you for 
the world of work and an excellent 
base for the world of learning. This 
course is completed over two years  
and is equivalent to one A level, 
qualifying you for UCAS points.  There 
are no exams instead you complete 
an assignment set by your teacher, 
based on the learning outcomes set 
by EDEXCEL.

Career Opportunities 
An excellent springboard to prepare 
you for university, employment or 
further study of:

• BTEC Higher National Certificate  
• Foundation Degree Health & Social/

Early Years at University.

Past students have gone on to 
study teaching, nursing, midwifery, 
physiotherapy and social science.
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LEVEL 3

UNIT 1 - DEVELOPING  
EFFECTIVE COMMUNICATION
• Understand effective communication and 

effective interaction in Health & Social care
• Understanding factors that influence 

communication and interpersonal 
interaction 

• Understand ways to overcome barriers in 
health and social care environment

• Be able to communicate and interact 
effectively 

UNIT 2 - EQUALITY, DIVERSITY AND RIGHTS 
IN HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE
• Understand concepts of equality, 

diversity and rights in relation to health 
and social care

• Know discriminatory practices 
• Understand how national initiatives 

promote anti-discriminatory practice
• Know how anti-discriminatory practice is 

promoted 

UNIT 3 - HEALTH, SAFETY AND SECURITY 
IN HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE
• Understand potential hazards 
• Know how legislations, policies and 

procedures promote health, safety and 
security in health and social care settings

• Be able to implement a risk assessment
• Understand priorities and responses in 

dealing with incidents  and emergencies

UNIT 4 - DEVELOPMENT THROUGH THE  
LIFE STAGES
• Know the stages of growth and 

development throughout the human 
lifespan

• Understand the potential effects of life 
factors and events on the development of 
the individual

• Understand physical and psychological 
changes of the ageing

UNIT 5 - CARING FOR  CHILDREN AND 
YOUNG PEOPLE
• Know why children & young people might 

need to be looked after
• Know how care is provided for looked 

after children & young people
• Understand the risks to children and 

young people of abusive and exploitative 
behaviour

• Understand the strategies used to safe 
guard children and young people from 
abusive and exploitative behaviour

• 
UNIT 6 - SAFEGUARDING ADULTS AND 
PROMOTING INDEPENDENCE
• Know types & indicators of abuse
• Understand factors which may lead to 

abusive situations
• Know legislation & regulations which  

govern safeguarding of adults
• Know strategies and procedures to 

reduce the risk of adults
• Understand the role of supportive 

relationships to promote the rights, 
independence and wellbeing of adults 
using health and social care services

FURTHER INFORMATION
nina.bassett@cardinalnewman.
coventry.sch.uk
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AS/A LEVEL COURSE CONTENT  
1C The Tudors: England, 1485–1603 
(Breadth Study)
This option allows students to study in 
breadth issues of change, continuity, cause 
and consequence in this period through the 
following key questions:

• How effectively did the Tudors restore 
and develop the powers of the monarchy?

• In what ways and how effectively was 
England governed during this period?

• How did relations with foreign powers 
change and how was the succession 
secured?

• How did English society and economy 
change and with what effects?

• How far did intellectual and religious 
ideas change and develop and with what 
effects?

• How important was the role of key 
individuals and groups and how were 
they affected by developments?

2J America: A Nation Divided, c1845–1877 
(Depth Study)
This option provides for the study of a 
period of major change in American history, 
which saw the disintegration of the country 
into Civil War, demanding a subsequent 
reconstruction. It explores concepts such 
as political authority, abolitionism and 
social justice. 

EXTRA CONTENT FOR 
YEAR 13/A LEVEL
Component 3: Historical investigation (non-
exam assessment) (A Level only) 
Through undertaking the Historical 
Investigation students will develop an 
enhanced understanding of the nature and 
purpose of history as a discipline and how 
historians work. The Historical Investigation 
contributes towards meeting the aims and 
objectives of the A Level specification. In 
particular it encourages students to: 
• ask relevant and significant questions 

about the past and undertake research
• develop as independent learners and 

critical and reflective thinkers
• acquire an understanding of the nature of 

historical study
• organise and communicate their 

knowledge and understanding in a piece 
of sustained writing 

ASSESSEMENT 
AS - 100% examination - 2 papers.

A Level - 2 examinations and one 
coursework.  The coursework is the 
historical enquiry worth 205 of A Level.

FURTHER INFORMATION
rhys.davies@cardianlanewman.
coventry.sch.uk
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Course Description
AQA AS and A Level History 
qualifications have been designed 
to help students understand the 
significance of historical events, the 
role of individuals in history and the 
nature of change over time. AQA 
qualifications will help students gain 
a deeper understanding of the past 
through political, social, economic 
and cultural perspectives. The 
engaging topics available to them 
throughout the course will provide 
them with the knowledge and skills 
they require to succeed as AS and 
A Level historians.

Career Opportunities 
·         Academic librarian
·         Archaeologist
·         Archivist
·         Broadcast journalist
·         Civil Service administrator
·         Editorial assistant
·         Information officer
·         Politician’s assistant
·         Solicitor

A LEVEL

FACILITATING
SUBJECT

aspire.achieve.enjoy.
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The course will be taught in a 
2 year linear manner.

UNIT 1: 
Fundamentals of ICT is a compulsory 
exam unit (1.30 hours long).  A sound 
understanding of IT technologies and 
practices is essential for IT professionals. 
Information learnt in this unit will create 
a solid foundation in the fundamentals of 
hardware, networks, software, the ethical 
use of computers and how businesses use IT.

UNIT 2: 
Global Information is a compulsory exam 
unit (1.30 hours long).  The purpose of 
this unit is to demonstrate the uses of 
information in the public domain, globally, 
in the cloud and across the Internet, by 
individuals and organisations. 

UNIT 6: 
Application Design is a compulsory unit for 
the Application Developer strand In this unit 
you will explore potential ideas for a new 
application and develop the fundamental 
design for it. You will then develop the 
designs for an application and how users 
will interact with it. 

UNIT 15: 
Games Design and Prototyping.
This unit will help you develop skills in 
designing and developing a prototype 
for a simple game. It will enable you to 

consider the logic of the programming 
structures required, as well as the interface 
design. You will then build a prototype to 
demonstrate an element of your game.

UNIT 21: 
Web Design and Prototyping.  In this unit 
you will research, design and produce 
an interactive responsive website that is 
specific to a client’s needs, culminating in 
presenting the concept of the website using 
the prototype to the client

FURTHER INFORMATION
www.ocr.org.uk

louise.champ@cardinalnewman.
coventry.sch.uk

You will be expected to have a 
minimum of five GCSEs at grades 
A*-C, including English or other 
equivalent qualifications. You 
do not need to have previously 
studied ICT or Computer Science 
before commencing the course.

create.

IC
TA LEVEL

Course Description
Investigating the Application 
Developer strand, you will look at the 
development of different applications 
from gaming, web design and mobile 
applications.  You will also look at the 
theory of the internal workings of the 
computer.  This course has a good 
balance of hands on deigning of ICT 
applications alongside the Computer 
Science theory of how the computers 
hold data. 

Career Opportunities
This course has been designed 
with several industry bodies co-
operation. The course will give you 
transferable skills into any avenue of 
computing which you might like to 
take, be it at university or through an 
apprenticeship scheme. This is a new 
course we are offering at Cardinal 
Newman and one we feel passionate 
about. We think students will be 
able to gain a deeper understanding 
of computing during this enjoyable 
course.
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In retrospect staying on to Sixth Form 
was probably one of my best decisions. 

While initially I didn’t obtain the GCSEs required to do the A 
Levels I wanted, after retaking a few exams and undertaking 
a Foundation Level 2 BTEC ICT and Business, I was able to 
progress onto doing Applied ICT, Applied Business, BTEC 
Travel and Tourism and Extended Project. 

Through the amazing support of the sixth form staff and 
subject teachers, I progressed onto university. I’m currently 
studying a Computing degree at De Montfort University. 
University Life is the best experience I’ve ever had, I am 
convinced that university is the ideal environment for me, as 
it will afford me the opportunity to grow personally as well 
as improve my job prospects. 
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Lennis is now at De 
Montfort University 
studying Computing
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Course Description
You will study a wide range of media 
texts in a variety of mediums from 
music, magazines to extracts of TV 
drama. You will have the opportunity 
to produce practical work in both 
print and video formats.

Career Opportunities 
Students from this course have 
gone on to study related degrees at 
university in media studies, media 
& cultural studies, communication 
media & culture, media arts, media 
production, media practice and 
contemporary media practice.

explore.

YEAR 12

UNIT 1 - FOUNDATION 
PORTFOLIO IN MEDIA
Your teacher will assess your ability to 
plan and construct media products using 
appropriate technical and creative skills. 
This unit will also assess your application of 
knowledge and understanding.

Assessment will be by coursework.
50% of the total AS marks
25% of the total A2 marks

UNIT 2 - KEY MEDIA CONCEPTS 
(TV DRAMA)
You will watch a short unseen moving 
image extract and be tested on your 
understanding of ‘representation’, as well 
as your analytical skills.

Assessment is through a 2 hour 
written paper.
50% of the total AS marks
25% of the total A2 marks

YEAR 13

UNIT 3 - ADVANCED PORTFOLIO 
IN MEDIA
This unit involves the production of a media 
portfolio and its evaluation. A presentation 
of the research and planning will also be 
part of the assessment.

Assessment will be by coursework.
50% of the total A2 marks
25% of the total A Level marks

UNIT 4 - CRITICAL 
PERSPECTIVES IN MEDIA
You will be required to answer one question 
on ‘Theoretical Evaluation of Production’ 
and one question from a choice of six 
contemporary media issues.

Assessment is through a 2 hour written 
paper consisting of 2 sections. 
50% of the total A2 marks
25% of the total A Level marks

FURTHER INFORMATION
hazel.robbins@cardianlanewman.
coventry.sch.uk
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YEAR 12:
CORE 1
During this module you will develop key 
learning from GCSE including polynomials, 
sequences, coordinate geometry and surds 
whilst introducing more refined methods 
for proof.

CORE 2
The second Core module introduces 
logarithms and calculus techniques 
including differentiation and integration.  
You will also further develop Trigonometric 
methods.

STATISTICS 1
Analysis of data and probability are explore 
in this unit.  You will explore in more detail 
averages and measures of spread including 
standard deviation.  You will also develop 
the binomial distribution and hypothesis 
testing.

YEAR 13:
CORE 3
This unit is a direct development of Core 2 
where you will further explore Logarithms 
and calculus techniques.  There is also 
a coursework element to the course 
which centre on numerical methods for 
differentiation.

CORE 4
The last core unit introduces vectors, 
further algebraic techniques, advanced 
trigonometry, further calculus and proof.  
It provides the conclusion to the Pure 
mathematical content of the A Level.

DECISION 1
Decision mathematics is one of the 
most widely used mathematical skills 
in business.  You will learn how to use 
critical path analysis, linear programming, 
simulation and network analysis tools.

WHAT EXAMS WILL I TAKE?
AS: Core 1, Core 2, Statistics 1
Each unit provides up to 100 UMS points 
towards the certification which account for 
1/6 of the full A Level.  Each examination 
lasts 1 hour and 30 minutes.

WHAT ASSESSMENT IS 
THROUGH COURSEWORK OR 
CONTROLLED ASSESSMENT?
AS: Core 3, Core 4, Decision 1.
Each unit provides up to 100 UMS points 
towards the certification which account for 
1/6 of the full A Level.  

Core 3 also has a coursework 
component, and Core 4 has an additional 
comprehension paper, each which account 
for 20% of the module total.

FURTHER INFORMATION 
www.mei.org.uk

nicholas.versey@cardinalnewman.
coventry.sch.uk
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Course Description
Mathematics is one of the most highly 
regarded A Level subjects by employers 
and universities.  It demonstrates an 
ability to solve complex problems and 
develops skills that are applicable to 
a wide range of subjects.  Elements of 
the course support subjects such as 
Geography, Biology, Psychology and 
Science subjects.  Students who study 
A Level mathematics earn on average 
10% higher than any other A Level taken.  
If you enjoy Mathematics at GCSE and 
have demonstrated an ability at the 
higher level the course would provide the 
natural development opportunities.

Career Opportunities
A student studying Mathematics would be 
able to take on many roles, in particular 
Teaching, Accountancy work, working in 
the banking industry, Doctors, Lawyers, 
amongst others.   

A LEVEL

The entry requirement is that a student 
must have achieved  a minimum of 5 GCSEs 
A*-C grades including a grade B in GCSE 
Mathematics. All students will also be 
required to attend a summer school.

FACILITATING
SUBJECT
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YEAR 12:
FURTHER PURE 1
This is a development of the Core skills 
learnt in A Level mathematics which 
includes the topics Matrices, complex 
numbers and proof amongst others.

MECHANICS 1
This module develops the mathematical 
understanding of forces and movements 
which is particularly relevant to Physics.

NUMERICAL METHODS
In this module you will develop methods 
for exploring mathematical structure 
from numbers, seeing how algebra can be 
applied to estimate and predict outcomes.

YEAR 13:
FURTHER PURE 2
During this module you will deepen your 
understanding of Complex numbers and 
matrices from FP1, Integration from Core 
4 and will explore new content for series, 
polar coordinates and hyperbolic functions.

STATISTICS 2
This modules provides more detailed 
development of probability distributions 
including the Poisson, normal and Chi 
squared distributions.  You will also explore 
bivariate data including rank correlation.

DECISION 2
Here you will further explore more complex 
linear programming involving the simplex 
tableau, Boolean algebra, decision trees 
and route inspection problems. This is a 
direct development of the Decision 1 course 
from A Level mathematics.

WHAT EXAMS WILL I TAKE?
AS: Further Pure 1, Mechanics 1, Numerical 
Methods.  Each unit provides up to 100 
UMS points towards the certification which 
account for 1/6 of the full A Level.  Each 
examination lasts 1 hour and 30 minutes. 

Numerical methods also has a coursework 
component which accounts for 20% of the 
module total.

WHAT ASSESSMENT IS 
THROUGH COURSEWORK OR 
CONTROLLED ASSESSMENT?
AS: Further Pure 2, Statistics 2, Decision 2.
Each unit provides up to 100 UMS points 
towards the certification which account for 
1/6 of the full A Level.

FURTHER INFORMATION 
www.mei.org.uk

nicholas.versey@cardinalnewman.
coventry.sch.uk
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Course Description
Further Mathematics is the only 
subject which offers additional 
study beyond the Core learning 
from the standard A Level.  Due to 
the restrictive nature of the A Level 
content, Further Mathematics provides 
the opportunity to explore applied 
mathematical content in more details 
giving a far greater grounding of the key 
mathematical skills used in a variety of 
different subjects.  Successful Further 
Mathematicians are highly sought after 
and often hold prestigious jobs within 
the banking industry.

Career Opportunities
A student studying Further 
Mathematics would be able to take 
on many roles, in particular Teaching, 
Actuarial work, Engineering, work 
in the financial sector in addition to 
computer programming.
This course is suitable for any student 
who may wish to study a degree 
with an element of Mathematics.  
These include Mathematics, MORSE, 
Engineering, Physics, Computer 
Science amongst others

explore.

A LEVEL

FACILITATING
SUBJECT
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AUTUMN TERM 
PORTFOLIO WORK
During this term students develop 
a coursework portfolio in response 
to a brief, demonstrating the skills 
they have developed during the 
initial phase of the course. The 
portfolio is taught through a mixture 
of practical tasks, group discussions, 
presentations and photographic 
history seminars. Developing skills 
and ideas through photographic 
shoots is the foundation for final 
prints and experiments in a wide 
variety of digital techniques available 
to contemporary photographers. All 
photography is digital and students 
will extensively use Adobe Photoshop 
and the digital media studio.
 
SPRING AND SUMMER TERM 
ASSIGNMENTS
During the spring and the first part 
of summer term students will work 
through several assignments, each 
exploring a photographic genre. 
This will enable them to refine their 
camera skills and develop further 
Adobe Photoshop expertise. They will 
continue to learn about the roles of 
key photographers in preparation for 
the assessed Units of work for the A 
Level submission.
 

UNIT 1
The Personal Investigation
A personal investigation in which 
candidates develop work in response 
to an idea, issue, concept or theme 
of their own choosing. The Unit is 
taught in a similar way to the AS units 
although the focus is on individuals 
setting their own goals and further 
specialising in a chosen approach 
to photography. As well as planning 
shoots and producing a portfolio of 
prints using Adobe Photoshop, the 
candidates complete a written study 
of 3000 words. Assessment will form 
60% of the final grade.

UNIT 2
Externally-Set Assignment
An externally-set assignment. The 
question paper for Photography 
contains eight exciting starting 
points, candidates choose one. 
There is a period of time for the 
investigation and planning a 
sequence of shoots followed by a 15 
hour examination period in which 
the candidates produce their final 
prints. This unit tests the candidate’s 
ability to research the suggested IGH 
standard. Assessment will form 40% 
of the final grade. 

FURTHER INFORMATION
www.aqa.org.uk

trevor.hinson@@cardinalnewman.
coventry.sch.uk
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Course Description
The photography course will develop 
the student’s understanding and 
practical application of DSLR 
techniques. There will be a full 
introduction to Adobe Photoshop and 
its use as a digital post production 
tool. Students produce log books, 
portfolios and large final prints. 
Applicants should note there will be 
an expectation of some contribution 
towards the cost of photographic 
printing during the course.

Career Opportunities 
A Level Photography can support a 
variety of career paths in the visual 
communications, media and creative 
arts industries. Students can combine 
the qualification with A Level Art 
for a visual art orientated Post 16 
experience or with Media Studies for 
a more journalistic approach to visual 
communications.

aspire.achieve.enjoy.

A LEVEL
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Course Description
Students study a range of Physics 
topics from finding out the particles 
that make up protons & neutrons to 
the forces that govern the Universe and 
how waves can tell us what the stars 
are made of. A significant proportion 
of time is taken to developing practical 
skills including taking and recording 
results and analysing data. This 
leads to the ‘Practical Endorsement’ 
that forms part of the full A Level 
qualification. Students will also apply 
mathematical skills to solve problems.

Career Opportunities 
A good A Level Physics qualification 
will enable students to access a 
number of higher education routes, 
including Physics, Mathematics, a 
range of engineering qualifications 
including Mechanical, Civil, Electrical 
and Electronic, Chemical and 
Biochemical Engineering, Computer 
Sciences, Economics, Medicine and 
Biomedical Sciences, as well as higher 
level apprenticeships especially in the 
Engineering and Finance fields.

COURSE CONTENT 

CORE
• 1.  Measurements & their errors
• 2.  Particles & Radiation
• 3.  Waves 
• 4.  Mechanics & Materials
• 5.  Electricity 
• 6.  Further Mechanics & Further Physics
• 7.  Fields & their consequences
• 8. Nuclear Physics

OPTIONS
• 9.  Astrophysics
• 10. Medical Physics 
• 11.  Engineering Physics
• 12.  Turning points in Physics
• 13.  Electronics
  
AS PAPER 1
WHAT IS ASSESSED
Sections 3.1-5
Short and long answer questions split by 
topic.

ASSESSMENT
Exam 70 marks (1 hour 30 mins)
50% AS marks

AS PAPER 2
WHAT IS ASSESSED
Sections 3.1-5
Practical skills
Section A: 20 marks – long and short answer 
questions on practical skills & data analysis
Section B: 20 marks, short & long answer 
questions from across all topics
Section C: 30 Multiple-choice questions

ASSESSMENT 
Exam 70 marks (1 hour 30 mins)
50% AS marks

A LEVEL PAPER 1
Sections 3.1-5 & 3.6.1
Short & long answer questions (60 marks) & 
multiple-choice (25 marks)

ASSESSMENT 
Exam 85 marks (2 hours)
34% A Level marks

A LEVEL PAPER 2
Sections 3.6.2, 3.7&8
Short & long answer questions (60 marks) & 
multiple-choice (25 marks)

ASSESSMENT
Exam 85 marks (2 hours)
34% A Level marks

A LEVEL PAPER 3
Section A: Short & long answer questions on 
practical skills & data analysis (45 marks
Section B: Short & long answer questions on 
optional topic)

ASSESSMENT
Exam 80 marks (2 hours)
32% A Level marks

FURTHER INFORMATION
www.aqa.org.uk

rebekah.mason@cardinalnewman.
coventry.sch.uk

joe.coughlan@cardinalnewman.
coventry.sch.uk

All students must achieve a minimum of 5 GCSEs 
at grades A*- C including a grade B in both Core 
Science and Additional Science & Maths. Due to 
the mathematical basis of the course students 
are  strongly advised to take A Level Maths. 
Progression to A2 level Physics is very difficult 
without A Level Maths.

A LEVEL

FACILITATING
SUBJECT
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WHAT IS THE YEAR 12/AS 
COURSE CONTENT?  
Advanced Innovation Challenge - Students 
take part in a timed design challenge based 
on a pre-released theme, under examination 
conditions. The challenge consists of a 
design, and modelling exercise recorded in 
a workbook. A written reflection paper is 
completed at a later date. 

The product study consists of product 
analysis and product development, 
prototype modelling and testing. This task 
does not involve the complete redesign 
of an existing product, but to identify 
opportunities for its further development 
or enhancement. 

WHAT IS THE YEAR 13/A- LEVEL 
COURSE CONTENT?   
Design, Make and Evaluate – Students are 
required to produce a coursework portfolio 
and product that fully demonstrates their 
designing, making and evaluation skills, 
using creativity, flair and innovation. The 
coursework consists of designing, making 
and evaluating a product, a marketing 
presentation and review and reflection.

Product Design is a written paper that 
consists of two components. Students are 
able to select questions across the focus 
material areas if they wish.

WHAT EXAMS WILL I TAKE?
AS: F521: Advanced Innovation Challenge
• 40% of AS, 20% of A Level
• 7 hour paper (6 hours and then 1 hour 

reflection)

A2: F524: Product Design
• 20% of A Level
• 2 hour paper

ASSESSMENT
There are a wide number of careers in 
the design industry that can be accessed 
from either the apprenticeship route, or 
following a University qualification. Careers 
in the Design Industry are wide ranging, 
allowing you to select your chosen career 
path from a multitude of opportunities. 
Careers in printing, textiles, manufacturing, 
designing etc. all have a variety of access 
points based on your qualifications.

FURTHER INFORMATION
www.ocr.org.uk

tamara.davenport-adams@
cardinalnewman.coventry.sch.uk

Course Description
The Design and Technology 
specification is designed to offer 
students the opportunity to study, 
propose and realise prototype 
solutions closely linked to the real 
world of product manufacture in a 
range of material areas including:  
Textiles, Resistant Materials and 
Graphics.

Career Opportunities 
Due to the diversity of this course, 
students are able to access a wide 
range of Art and Design courses at 
degree level including product design, 
fashion, textiles, graphics, illustration, 
furniture design, 3D design, vehicle 
design and many more. These courses 
are available all over the UK and even 
worldwide.

A LEVEL

50



aspire.achieve.enjoy.
PS

YC
H

O
LO

GY

Course Description
A Level Psychology offers an 
engaging and effective introduction 
to Psychology. Students will learn 
the fundamentals of the subject 
and develop skills valued by Higher 
Education (HE) and employers, 
including critical analysis, independent 
thinking and research. Topic areas 
covered by this course are approaches 
and methods related to the core areas 
of Psychology – cognitive, social, 
biological, developmental, individual 
differences and research methods. 
It builds on skills developed in the 
sciences and humanities at GCSE, and 
enables progression into a wide range 
of other subjects.

Career Opportunities
Past students have gone on to study 
Psychology based degree courses 
all over the UK, such as to Bristol, 
Birmingham, Nottingham, Warwick, 
Manchester and Cardiff.

AS COURSE CONTENT   
AS and Year 1 on an A Level:
• Social influence
• Memory
• Attachment
• Approaches in Psychology
• Psychopathology
• Research methods

A LEVEL COURSE CONTENT  
Yr2 of the two year A Level content:
• Biopsychology
• Issues and debates in Psychology
• Relationships
• Schizophrenia
• Forensic Psychology

EXAMS – AS LEVEL
Paper 1: 
Introductory Topics in Psychology – Social 
influence, Memory and Attachments
written exam: 1 hour 30 minutes.
• 72 marks in total
• 50% of AS
Paper 2: 
Psychology in Context – Approaches in 
Psychology, Psychopathology and Research 
methods.
• written exam: 1 hour 30 minutes
• 72 marks in total

• 50% of AS

EXAMS – A LEVEL
Paper 1: 
Introductory Topics in Psychology - Social 
influence, Memory, Attachments and 
Psychopathology
• written exam: 2 hours
• 96 marks in total
• 33.3% of A Level

Paper 2: 
Psychology in Context - Approaches in 
Psychology, Biopsychology and Research 
methods.
• written exam: 2 hours
• 96 marks in total
• 33.3% of A Level
Paper 3:
Issues and Options in Psychology - Issues 
and debates in Psychology, Relationships, 
Schizophrenia and Forensic psychology
• written exam: 2 hours
• 96 marks in total
• 33.3% of A Level

ASSESSMENT
No coursework or controlled assessments –  
all exam based.

WHAT MIGHT STUDYING THIS 
COURSE LEAD TO?
Studying Psychology can lead to a wide range 
of careers, including:
• Forensic psychologist
• Consumer psychologist
• Sports psychologist
• Child psychologist
• Education psychologist
• Military psychologist
• Health psychologist
• Media psychologist
• Environmental psychologist
• Counselling psychologist
• Teacher or lecturer of Psychology

FURTHER INFORMATION
www.aqa.org.uk

naomi.morgan@cardinalnewman.
coventry.sch.uk 

A LEVEL
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AS COURSE CONTENT 
Philosophy of religion Learners will study: 
• ancient philosophical influences 
• arguments about the existence or non-

existence of God 
• the nature and impact of religious 

experience 
• the challenge for religious belief of the 

problem of evil 
• the nature of the soul, mind and body
• the possibility of life after death
• Religion and ethics Learners will study: 
• normative ethical theories  
• the application of ethical theory to two 

contemporary issues of importance 
• ethical language and thought
Developments in religious thought  Learners 
will study: 
• religious beliefs, values and teachings, 

their interconnections and how they vary 
historically and in the contemporary 
world 

• sources of religious wisdom and authority 
• practices which shape and express 

religious identity, and how these vary 
within a tradition

A LEVEL COURSE CONTENT
Philosophy of religion Learners will study: 
• ancient philosophical influences
• arguments about the existence or non-

existence of God 
• the nature and impact of religious 

experience 
• the challenge for religious belief of the 

problem of evil 
• the nature of the soul, mind and body
• the possibility of life after death  
• ideas about the nature of God 
• issues in religious language

Religion and ethics Learners will study: 
• normative ethical theories  
• the application of ethical theory to two 

contemporary issues of importance 
• ethical language and thought: 

• debates surrounding the significant ideas 
of conscience and free will 

• the influence on ethical thought of 
developments in religious beliefs and the 
philosophy of religion

Developments in religious thought  
Learners will study: 
• religious beliefs, values and teachings, 

their interconnections and how they vary 
historically and in the contemporary 
world

• sources of religious wisdom and authority 
• practices which shape and express 

religious identity, and how these vary 
within a tradition 

• significant social and historical 
developments in theology and religious 
thought 

• Key themes related to the relationship 
between religion and society. 

WHAT EXAMS WILL I TAKE?
• Philosophy of religion (01) 60 marks 1 

hour written paper 33.3% of total AS level
• Religion and ethics (02) 60 marks 1 hour 

written paper 33.3% of total AS level
• Developments in Christian religious 

thought 60 marks 1 hour written paper 
33.3% of total AS level

• Philosophy of religion (01) 120 marks 2 
hour written paper 33.3% of total A Level

• Religion and ethics (02) 120 marks 2 hour 
written paper 33.3% of total A Level

• Developments in Christian religious 
thought (03–07) 120 marks 2 hour written 
paper. 33.3% of total A Level

ASSESSMENT
None

FURTHER INFORMATION
www.ocr.org.uk

sarah.boyle@cardinalnewman.
coventry.sch.uk
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Course Description
Religious Studies will provide you 
with the exciting opportunity to gain 
a deeper understanding of world 
religions, and explore philosophy of 
religion and religion and ethics. You will 
engage in topical issues and acquire 
knowledge and a critical understanding 
of major issues that are relevant to 
them in the 21st century.  An A Level in 
religious studies will help you acquire 
skills that will be prepare you for higher 
education or the world of work.

Career Opportunities 
The Association of Graduate Careers 
Advisory Service and employers believe 
that graduates in Religious Studies, 
Philosophy and Theology are prepared 
for the following careers: Broadcast, 
film, video and interactive media sector, 
Education sector, Financial services 
sector, Legal sector, Politics, Social 
care sector, Voluntary sector, Social 
work and more.  The Russell Group of 
top universities has made it clear that 
Religious Studies A Level provides ‘suitable 
preparation for University generally’. 

A LEVEL
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UNIT 1: PRINCIPLES OF ANATOMY 
AND PHYSIOLOGY IN SPORT
The aim of this unit is to explore the structure 
and function of the skeletal, muscular, 
cardiovascular and respiratory systems and 
also to learn the fundamentals of the energy 
systems.

UNIT 2: THE PHYSIOLOGY OF 
FITNESS
This unit provides an opportunity for learners 
to explore the body’s response to acute 
exercise and how the body adapts to long-
term exercise participation.

UNIT 3: ASSESSING RISK IN SPORT
The aim of this unit is to make the learner 
explicitly aware of the vital nature of risk 
assessment and its management within the 
sports industry.

UNIT 7: FITNESS TESTING
The aim of the unit is to enable learners 
to gain an understanding of fitness testing 
and the importance of screening and health 
monitoring.

UNIT 13: LEADERSHIP IN SPORT
This unit examines the characteristics of 
effective sport or exercise leadership and 
gives learners a chance to demonstrate the  
planning and delivery of a sport or exercise 
session.

UNIT 28: THE ATHLETES’ 
LIFESTYLE
This unit enables learners to develop an 
understanding of the lifestyle factors that can 
effect athletic performance.

FURTHER INFORMATION
neil.minshull@cardinalnewman.
coventry.sch.uk 
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Course Description
The 60-credit BTEC Level 3 Subsidiary 
Diploma extends the specialist 
work-related focus of the BTEC Level 
3 Certificate and covers the key 
knowledge and practical skills required 
in the appropriate vocational sector. It is 
broadly equivalent to one GCE A Level. 

Career Opportunities
With a qualification at BTEC Level 3 
there is a vast array of options open to 
you. Many of our past students have 
gone on to study PE at degree level. PE 
combines well with other subjects such 
as Biology and Psychology and offers 
combined routes in many universities. 
Also you can aspire to careers such 
as Sports Journalism, Physiotherapy, 
Sports Psychology, PE Teacher and 
many more. For non-degree routes 
you may consider, sports and leisure 
centres, sports technicians, activity 
instructors as well as vocational 
opportunities such as sports teams, 
Duke of Edinburgh, scouts etc.

Students will study Unit 1, Unit 2, Unit 
3 and Unit 7. You will then choose two 
more units.

BTEC
LEVEL 3
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WHAT WILL I STUDY? 
The A Level comprises of three 
components – A, B and C. 
Component A focuses on an 
introduction to socialisation, culture 
and identity, the sociology of the 
family and the sociology of education. 
Component B is methods of 
sociological enquiry and Component 
C looks at power and stratification. 
Here you will study social inequalities 
and criminology.

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 
There’s no coursework component. 
All components are examined by 
summer exams at the end of the 
second year.

WHAT NEWMAN ADDS TO THIS 
You will attend talks by guest 
speakers, experience humanities 
lectures at local universities, visit the 
Houses of Parliament and various 
other relevant events. 

YOUR DESTINATIONS WITH 
THIS COURSE 
Sociology students progress to a wide 
range of Higher Education courses, as 
well as into the world of work. Some 
of the students who have chosen 
related degree courses have studied 
sociology, social science, sociology 
& criminology, social policy & 
administration, social work and youth 
& community.

FURTHER INFORMATION
christopher.courtney@
cardinalnewman.coventry.sch.uk
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Course Description
Sociology A Level will help you gain 
a deeper understanding of how 
society works and the social factors 
that affect our lives and choices as 
individuals. You will develop skills in 
research, analysis and evaluation that 
will be highly regarded by universities, 
especially when you are applying for a 
degree in social science, criminology, 
social policy or social work. 

Career Opportunities 
This A Level will give you a real 
advantage if you have ambitions to 
work in journalism, law, teaching, 
personnel, advertising, marketing, 
politics, the police or nursing. 

aspire.achieve.enjoy.
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Course Description
The course can be taken as the 
equivalent The Level 3 National 
Certificate (AS) and Subsidiary 
Diploma (A2) in Public Services will 
give you an insight into the different 
Public Services.  Student will work 
within a structured environment to 
complete their work and be supported 
by specialist staff.

Career Opportunities 
This course is for students who 
wish to pursue a career in the 
Public Services, whether it be in the 
Armed forces, Police, Fire Service or 
Paramedics,  The course introduces 
you to the various sector and how 
to work effectively within the Public 
Service.  Many student who follow 
this course go on to work within the 
Public Services.  Many student  also 
go onto university to follow pathways 
involving the publics services.

UNIT 1 - GOVERNMENT , POLITICS AND 
THE PUBLIC SERVICES
Students  will develop their knowledge 
and understanding of the UK government 
policies and the democratic election 
process.  It also enables students to 
demonstrate the process of developing 
government policies and how these polices 
impact on the public services.  Assessed by 
coursework. 

UNIT 2 - LEADERSHIP AND TEAMWORK IN 
THE PUBLIC SERVICES
Students will develop a knowledge of 
leadership style and an understanding  of 
teams and teamwork activities within the 
publics services.  Students will also gain the 
skills needed to communicate with, and lead 
teams.  Assessed by coursework. 

UNIT 3 - CITIZENSHIP, DIVERSITY AND 
THE PUBLIC SERVICES
Through this unit students will be provided 
with the knowledge; skills, attitudes and 
values to become thoughtful and informed 
citizens and public service employees.  
Students will develop an awareness of rights  
and responsibilities and respect for different 
religious, ethnic and national groups within 
UK society.  Assessed by coursework. 

UNIT 4 - UNDERSTANDING DISCIPLINE IN 
THE UNIFORMED PUBLIC SERVICE.
This unit of work allows students to develop 

an understanding of self-discipline in the 
uniformed public service.  This will allow 
them to develop a knowledge of conformity, 
obedience, and the complex nature of 
authority.

UNIT 5 - PHYSICAL PREPARATION, HEALTH 
AND LIFESTYLE FOR THE PUBLIC SERVICES.
This unit of work enables student to provide 
advice on lifestyle improvements and plan 
a health-related fitness programme based 
on an understanding of fitness requirements 
and body systems.

UNIT 6 - FITNESS TESTING AND TRAINING 
FOR THE UNIFORMED PUBLIC SERVICES
This unit of work allows students to 
understand the fitness requirements for 
entry into the uniformed public services and 
the different methods of fitness training.  
Students can undertake the first three units 
of work to gain the equivalent of an AS 
qualification.

FURTHER INFORMATION
nina.bassett@cardinalnewman.
coventry.sch.uk

explore.
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ANNUAL OPEN EVENING
Date: 
Thursday 19th November 2015 
6.00 -8.00pm

A chance for you and your parents or carers 
to come and meet teachers and students.  
You can find out what subjects are available 
and ask any questions you may have. 

MATHS AND BIOLOGY A LEVEL 
STUDENTS 
For those students who choose to take Maths 
or Biology we offer an additional bridging 
week of  tuition. This is to help ensure that 
all students are up to speed for the 
challenge ahead. 

WHAT IF I HAVE A QUESTION? 
Either come in to see us in the Sixth Form 
Centre or email:  christopher.courtney@
cardinalnewman.coventry.sch.uk or 
telephone 02476 332382 ext 160

HOW AND WHEN TO APPLY? 
You will need to complete a Post-16 
application form.  This form is available to 
download from our website:
www.cardinalnewman.coventry.sch.uk
Alternatively, please email or telephone and 
we will send you an application form.

WHEN SHOULD I APPLY? 
Cardinal Newman is a popular sixth form, so 
although we accept applications at anytime 
during the year, you will need to apply as 
soon as possible in the autumn term. 

OUR INTERVIEW PROCESS 
We interview everyone who applies to 
Cardinal Newman. The majority of interviews 
will take place in November. However, if 
you are one of the students applying from 
other schools or colleges, we will arrange 
to interview you as soon as we receive your 
application form or email. The interview 
will be informal, giving you a chance to find 
out more about study at Cardinal Newman 
School. You can attend the interview on your 
own or with your parents or carers. 

findoutmore.
You may have already decided that Cardinal Newman sixth form is the right choice for you. We want 
you to be absolutely sure and the best way is to come and see what we can offer you.
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schoolinformation.
LEADERSHIP
HEADTEACHER: 
Mrs M Kelly

DEPUTY HEADTEACHERS:
Mr J Hodgson
Mrs E French

SENIOR ASSISTANT HEADTEACHER:
Mr P Marano

ASSISTANT HEADTEACHERS:
Miss M Goodwin
Mr C Courtney
Mrs S Boyle
Mr Versey
Mr McEnerney

BUSINESS MANAGER:
Mr M Alcott

CHAIR OF GOVERNORS:
Mr C Smith

A full list of Governors is available
upon request.

SCHOOL DETAILS
SCHOOL TYPE:
Mixed Catholic Voluntary Aided School

AGE RANGE: 
11-18

NUMBER ON ROLL (SEPT 2015): 
1250 approx

GET IN TOUCH
Cardinal Newman Catholic School
Sandpits Lane, Keresley
Coventry, CV6 2FR

Telephone: 024 76332382
Fax: 024 76335626
E-mail: christopher.courtney@cardinalnewman.
coventry.sch.uk

www.cardinalnewman.coventry.sch.uk 
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DISCLAIMER
Whilst all the information contained within this prospectus was 
correct at the time of writing, it should be noted that it relates 
to the Academic Year 2016/2017 and that it should not be 
assumed that there will be no change before the school year in 
question or in relation to subsequent years.
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