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from the Head of Sixth Form
Guilsborough Sixth Form is a place 
where young people are invited to make a 
difference. Mohandas K. Gandhi made the 
statement: “Be the change you want to see 
in the world”.

We have made this statement the 
foundation of our vision and values and 
our students are encouraged to make 
it a reality for themselves, through high 
academic achievement, skill development 
and their contribution to the school and 
their community.

Guilsborough Sixth Form provides 
a friendly yet challenging academic 
environment where you can take informed 
steps towards achieving your ambitions.

Mr Ditchburn
Head of Sixth Form

Head of Sixth Form

Second in Sixth Form

Senior Leadership Link

Sixth Form Learning Supervisor

Sixth Form Administration Manager

Mr Ditchburn

Miss Nunley

Mrs Dutton-Coles

Helen Monaghan

Anne Chambers

from the Headteacher
Guilsborough Sixth Form is an excellent 
place to be! Our students are delightful, 
caring, committed and hard-working. 
They are supported by small group sizes, 
committed teachers and dedicated  
pastoral staff.

We are passionately committed to the 
achievement of every individual student 
and to providing high standards of 
teaching and learning. We are proud of 
the examination results we achieve, which 
demonstrate that we are one of the highest 
achieving schools in the county.    

We also encourage our students to explore 
a wide variety of interests within and 
beyond the school curriculum and we ask 
them not only to contribute to the school 
but also to the wider community. Sixth 
Form students work closely with younger 
students in many ways, mentoring and 

supporting them, and also have provided 
support for other school sixth-forms, 
working alongside their students to 
develop a strong student ethos. Students’ 
personal development and happiness are 
very important to us and our extensive 
programme of extra-curricular activities 
supports this process, with excellent 
provision in Sport, Music and Drama.
 
It is always a delight to see our students 
developing into thoughtful, kind and 
considerate adults, who are able to find the 
right pathways towards a successful and 
happy future.  
 
We look forward to welcoming you to our 
Open Evening.
 
Best Wishes

Christine Staley
Executive Headteacher
Guilsborough Multi Academy Trust

Welcome Welcome

The Sixth Form Team:

“Teaching is often outstanding... 
underpinned by good subject knowledge 
and innovative approaches which fully 

engage and motivate students.“
OFSTED 2014
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The Sixth Form realises that there is more 
to you than simply your grades, supporting 
the development of your character and the 
pursuit of areas that are both academically 
and uniquely important to you. 

You are encouraged to take an active role 
in shaping and moulding your learning 
and independent study so that all of your 
time is well spent in achieving the highest 
outcomes. Your individual well-being is 
considered at every step of the journey 
through your time at Guilsborough; a 
friendly environment with a driven work 
ethic.

We wish you the best of luck in your 
forthcoming examinations and hope to 
see you at Guilsborough Sixth Form in 
September 2015.

The Head Boy and Head Girl Team
George Goldberg, Georgia May, Alastair 
Snook and Emily Moyes

We would like to wish 
you a warm welcome to 

Guilsborough Sixth Form, 
where you are seen as an 

individual rather than just 
another student.

from the Head Boy and Head Girl Team

Welcome

George Goldberg

Emily MoyesGeorgia May

Alastair Snook
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The majority of our sixth formers are 
students who stay on with us following 
successful Year 11 studies. Others join the 
Sixth Form from other schools, both inside 
and outside the county.

We have sustained improvement in 
exam results with an upwards trend over 
recent years and excellent ‘value added’ 
outcomes for students of all abilities who 
make outstanding progress (17.9% A*-A 
grades, 46% A*-B grades and 78% A–C 
grades).

We are also proud of the very high 
percentage of students in our Sixth Form 
who achieve places at the University of 
their choice (90%). This success includes 
medical students and those aiming 
for ‘Russell Group’ top Universities; we 
encourage all of our students to aim high 
and support them in every way we can.

We are fortunate to have excellent facilities 
with our purpose built Sixth Form Centre, 
which offers a very pleasant environment  
(refurbished this year) in which to work.  
The students appreciate the feel of being 
in an ‘adult’ part of the building and enjoy 
their space.

About the Sixth Form
Guilsborough is a large, rural 11-18 school, strongly 
committed to its local community, which became a Multi 
Academy Trust in April 2014, with Naseby Church of 
England Primary School joining our academy family. We 
are accredited as an International School and a National 
Support School for our work to support other schools.

The students appreciate the feel 
of being in an ‘adult’ part of the 
building and enjoy their space.
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what our  students say

Why Guilsborough  Sixth Form?

I decided to stay at Guilsborough because I had faith 
that the teachers who had helped me achieve my best 

at GCSE would do the same at A-Level.
- Francessca Haynes

Guilsborough Sixth Form has created invaluable 
opportunities that have allowed me to both 

improve my education and develop myself; I am 
extremely thankful for this.

- Jonathan George

I decided to stay at Guilsborough because I knew that I 
would get teachers who are dedicated to their students 

getting the best results they can.
- Charlotte Jones

I decided to stay at Guilsborough as I really wanted to 
study German A-Level but no other nearby sixth forms 

or colleges offered it. I also decided to stay as I know the 
school, teachers and the way in which the system runs. 

- Melissa Scott

I decided to stay at Guilsborough because of the immense support 
system it offers. I knew that I would be continually pushed to achieve 

the grades I wanted, with help from my teachers whenever I need it. It’s 
incredible to see how much the teachers care about each individual 

both academically and personally.
- Sarah Johnson

I decided to stay at Guilsborough because I knew that 
it would provide a supportive learning environment 
and allow me to obtain my full potential.
- Samuel Mister

I decided to stay at Guilsborough because there is 
a great learning environment, with facilities that go 
hand-in-hand with the excellent teaching. 
- Adam Newton-Bennett

I decided to join Guilsborough Sixth Form because 
of the friendly, welcoming environment and the high 
standard of education offered.
- Celine Freeman

I decided to stay at Guilsborough because of the wide 
range of extracurricular activities available to take part in.
- Joe Haddon (Yr 12)

I decided to stay at Guilsborough because of the 
strong support network and I wouldn’t want to be 
anywhere else.
- Heather Lormier

I decided to stay at Guilsborough because I knew 
that the quality of teaching I received at GCSE would 
continue to A-Levels.
- Lilian Ginns
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Our Courses* Potential Pathways

Art 
Drama & Theatre Studies 
English Language
English Literature
Photography 

Medicine, Veterinary Medicine, Biomedicine 

Chemistry, Biology, Maths or Physics

Engineering 

Maths, Physics, Geography or another subject

Architecture 

Maths, Physics, Art

Economics, Business and Economics 

Maths, Economics, History

Law 

History, English, and any other subject

Sports Science 

PE, Biology, Chemistry or another subject

Politics & Economics 

History, English, Economics

Child Care 

Health & Social Care, Sport BTEC, BTEC Performing Arts

Media 
Product Design 
Music 
Textiles 

A-Levels – the Arts

Events Management 
Health and Social Care
Performing Arts
Science 

Physics
Chemistry
Biology
Psychology 

German 
French 
Geography 
History

A-Levels – the Sciences

PE 
Mathematics 
Further Mathematics 

A-Levels – Languages, Humanities and Business

Economics 
Business 

Sport 
Business Studies 
ICT 

Vocational Courses

Courses Available

Students achieve well and are 
very successful in gaining entry to 
university, further education and 
training. They are well prepared for 
the next stage of their lives.”

“

OFSTED 2014

* Courses available dependent on demand
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The step up to Sixth 
Form requires significant 

adaptation to the way you 
are currently learning at 
school, mainly being the 

amount of independent 
effort that you put in. 

The approach that you take directly 
corresponds with what you get out of your 
time at our Sixth Form both academically 
and socially. 

We pride ourselves on the integration 
of both upper and lower Sixth Form and 
have found that it strengthens and forms 
relationships in both year groups. This has 
proven to enhance our experience of Sixth 
Form by increasing the level of fulfilment 
we feel in our days at school which is 
important through these two years of hard 
work and decision making.

We also hold events throughout the year 
to promote our integrated Sixth Form, for 
example the yearly Sixth Form Ball, picnics, 
quizzes, as well as various other activities. 
These ensure each day is enjoyable, 
different and full of laughter! 

We feel that the vast array of opportunities 
that we are given here at Guilsborough 
have allowed us to pursue important and 
personal subjects and career paths. We 
have a variety of student-run committees 
that allow this to take place, including 
Environment, Communications, Anti-
Bullying, Sports and Learning Linc.

The committees are just the beginning of 
what shapes our unique and well-rounded 
Sixth Form. Mentoring takes place in the 
Sixth Form in many ways including one-
to-one pastoral mentoring to help younger 
students, a paired reading scheme to 
increase confidence, subject mentoring 
and tutor mentoring. We have found these 
to be extremely rewarding and successful. 
We are able to take what we have learnt 
and the skills developed to other aspects 
of our life such as enhancing our CV. 

There is never a ‘boring’ assembly in 
Guilsborough Sixth Form. Most weeks we 
have external speakers giving informative 
advice on Post-16 pathways from going to 
university, to completing an apprenticeship 
to taking a voluntary gap year. The support 
is always there to broaden your outlook 
to further education with many trips to 
universities throughout the year. We have 
found this extremely helpful in sculpting 
our futures, which can be highly difficult in 
adolescent years!

We, as a Sixth Form, enjoy giving back to 
a wider community. Also, with our motto 
being ‘Be The Change’, the Head Boy/Head 
Girl Team attend regular Parish Council 
meetings to develop and change the 
relationship with Guilsborough village to 
enhance enjoyment in our local area.

Sixth Form Life

We feel that the vast 
array of opportunities 
that we are given here 
at Guilsborough have 
allowed us to pursue 
important and personal 
subjects and career paths. 
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Where are they now?

Throughout the Sixth Form I worked 
hard to grasp every opportunity 
and to succeed at everything I tried. 
My sole focus was to leave school 
with a solid path laid out in front 
of me that will hopefully lead to a 
successful career. I am now working 
at IBM on their Gap Year Scheme 
and I have a place at UCL to study 
Management Science in 2015.

My objectives throughout Sixth 
Form were to achieve the highest 
grades I could by trying my best so 
I could pursue my chosen career. I 
then achieved the grades needed 
to get into Sheffield University to 
study Medicine.

During Sixth Form I wanted to 
achieve the best grades I could that 
would get me in to university and 
to learn the skills that would assist 
me at university. I did this through 
my determination to work hard, by 
studying an awful lot, and listening 
to the advice given by my teachers. 
I am now studying Chemistry at 
Loughborough.

Clara Castle
Chemistry
Loughborough University

I am now in my third year studying History at the University of Cambridge. I’m 
currently planning to apply to do an MA, and hope later to pursue a career in the 
arts and heritage sector.

Emily Herbert
Medicine
Sheffield University

Natalie Price
History (3rd Year)
Fitzwilliam College, University of Cambridge

Ed Nicholson
IBM Placement, London
followed by UCL, Management Science

While studying for my GCSEs I realised that I 
wanted to study medicine. I had to study hard to 
ensure I met the academic requirements. There 
were also a range of extra activities that were vital 
including work experience, regular reading into 
current affairs and interview practice all of which 
the school supported me with.

Joshua Lorimer
Medicine, Bristol University
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FAQ
How do I decide what subject to 
choose?
Our advice is to choose subjects that you 
are good at, you enjoy and will support your 
aspirations for the future. Talk to your teachers, 
the sixth form team, family and friends as well 
as doing plenty of research into each course; 
remember that it is you, however, that will be 
doing the course! If you have any questions 
about choosing the right subjects please come 
and talk with us.

What facilities are available for sixth 
formers at Guilsborough?
We pride ourselves on the range and quality of 
our facilities, particularly for our sixth formers. 
The sixth form is a designated area with 
bespoke teaching rooms including IT facilities, 
a media editing room and a designated study 
area. Our study room has undergone extensive 
renovation (designed by our students) and is an 
area that not only supports learning but one that 
our students enjoy being in during social times 
as well. 

What extra activities are available?
We feel that it is important for you to excel 
academically but also develop a wider set of 
skills. To facilitate this, we offer a wide range of 
enrichment activities from sports, to baking to 
being part of an art project.

How much studying will I need to do?
Studying for a Post-16 course is demanding 
and requires you to take more responsibility for 
your own learning. Regular homework will be set 
by each of your teachers and, in addition, you 
should read around each subject every week. 
You should aim for a minimum of five extra 
hours (outside of lessons) per subject, per week.

What help do I get with applications 
for Post-18 options?
We provide students with all of the support that 
they need to make successful applications. 
Every student has a tutor who will support all 
applications to universities, apprenticeships 
and job placements. In addition, we lead a 
series of assemblies so that you have a clear 
understanding of the process including the 
important deadlines. There are also higher 
education events including the externally run 
UCAS/ Higher Education fair as well as our 
own higher education day in school as well as 
extensive VLE guidance. We support students 
visiting university open days and will often 
run school arranged trips if there is sufficient 
interest in a particular university.

What advice is available if I would 
like to apply for an early entry course 
(Oxford, Cambridge, medicine, 
dentistry etc)?
We have an excellent track record of our 
students successfully moving onto these 
destinations and/ or courses post-18. Mr 
Ditchburn has considerable expertise in this 
area. Many students in Y11 will already have 
attended university visits and the Arrows 
programme (for students who are aiming 
high) this runs through Year 11 and Year 12 
to support students applying for competitive 
courses in the best universities. In 2014 all 
five students who applied from Guilsborough 
to study medicine are now at medical school 
having received offers and achieved the required 
grades.

Is student voice valued in 
Guilsborough Sixth Form?
Like the rest of the school, we place high value 
on the feedback from our students. Our Student 
Senior Leadership Team meet with us once 
a week to discuss current issues as well as 
any queries or ideas that students may have. 
In addition, you will be part of a committee of 
your choice. This could be our LINC (Learning) 
committee providing the vital link between 
students and teachers in terms of the highest 
standard of teaching and learning or the Charity 
committee helping those within and beyond the 
school.

Enrichment
Sixth Form Senior Leadership Team
Mentoring
Work experience
Sports Leader
Volunteering
Sports Team
School Performances
Charity Events
Trips
Fitness Room
Boxercise
Cooking for Yourself
Charity Awareness
Get SMART with Art
Sports Session
Debating
Guilsborough TED Talks
Workshop Wednesdays
Y12-Y13 Tutoring
Advanced driving skills before your 
test (virtual)
School Media Communications and 
Radio
Managing your finances
Sign Language
Study skills for AS level
Crowd Source Science

-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-

-

-
-
-
-

Lots of opportunities
for you to get involved!
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A: West Haddon Road, Guilsborough, Northampton NN6 8QE

T: 01604 740641  |  E: info@guilsborough.northants.sch.uk

F: 01604 749104  |  W: www.guilsborough.northants.sch.uk

Executive Headteacher: Mrs C A Staley, BA (Hons) MEd

Associate Headteacher: Mrs J S Swales, BSc (Hons)

headteacherpa@guilsborough.northants.sch.uk
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