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We live in an era of multiple change and 
of rapid development across technology, 
business and industry with employment 
markets constantly evolving and often 
fragile. Success in such a climate demands 
a broad range of good qualifications and 
a commitment to learning new skills 
throughout your career.  

Here at Kingsthorpe College, we are 
dedicated to providing you with both 
the character and currency to succeed.  
Whatever you choose to go on to do, we 
are the kind of College which is passionate 
about providing opportunities for all of you 
to achieve artistic, athletic and academic 
excellence.  You will leave us as a successful 
learner, a confident individual, and a 
responsible citizen.

Therefore as well as helping you achieve 
good results in examinations, we will help 
you to develop an inquisitive mind, sharpen 
your skills of learning independently, 
enhance your ability to work with others, 
and improve your capacity to communicate. 
We will well and truly prepare you for the 
world of adulthood.

High quality relationships are at the heart of 
everything that we do, and you will find that 
life at Kingsthorpe College Post 16 is typified 
by relationships which are built on trust 
and mutual respect. Our experienced Post 
16 teachers and pastoral staff will make 
certain that you are always challenged 
and supported, and we promise to do our 
utmost to make sure that we unlock the 
potential in everybody.

With all of this in mind, we provide an 
extensive range of courses at Level 3 and 

Level 2, and we look forward to working 
with you to put together a learning package 
which suits your abilities, interests and 
potential. We know you will be stretched 
by the work you do here, and we also know 
you will rise to this expectation.

Kingsthorpe College is committed to 
providing you with a learning environment 
that will help you build a strong foundation 
for success in the future. Our modern Post 
16 Centre has dedicated study areas, a large 
ICT suite, a cafeteria and social facilities. It 
is always staffed to guarantee you access to 
whatever you need.

 We also have a very healthy, social 
dimension to Post 16 life which we know 
will be helpful to you in developing 
people skills, and in broadening your 
interests. Confidence is always going to 
be an important factor in making your 
way in the world, and we encourage you 
to take advantage of the wide range of 
extracurricular activities on offer. There are 
lots of people here to offer advice so use 
the resources available and grab hold of any 
opportunities that come your way.

In addition to achieving success in your 
chosen areas, we want you to make a 
contribution to the College we learn in and 
the world we live in. All we can ask of you 
is that you do your best, and we value hard 
work, determination, and thoughtfulness 
highly.  We want all of you to ask yourselves 
just one question at the end of every day – 
was I better today than I was yesterday?

Jennie Giovanelli
Acting Principal 

We will well 
and truly 
prepare 
you for the 
world of 
adulthood.”

Your future is 
an open goal 
so strive to do 
what you want 
to do with 
both vision 
and hard 
work.”

“

“

Forew
ord
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• Top of the range Wi-Fi installed throughout the Post 16 block to allow 
students to use their own computers and tablets to access   
high-speed broadband.

•  A common room featuring breakout areas and seating for students to 
relax and to study in a welcoming and contemporary environment.

•  An additional study room, fully stocked with a wide range of books and 
periodicals, featuring PC access and quiet study.

•  A locker for every student.
•  An online library of hundreds of main textbooks and additional  

books which students can access on any computer or tablet.
•  Every student is given core textbooks for each subject that they study. 

We do not require you to buy your own books at Kingsthorpe College. 
     

“We are very 
proud of our 

stunning 
Post 16 

facilities.”

You also have access to superb facilities across the 
college. There is a Post 16 art room with a dedicated 
space for each student to work. Our photography 
facilities are second to none with top of the range 
PCs, Photoshop, digital and manual cameras, and 
a dark room. In music, we have a state of the art 
recording studio and recording rooms. Two brand new 
computer suites have been created to accommodate 
our newest subjects, Computer Science and 
Creative Digital Media, both featuring cutting edge 
technology with specialist software. You will also 
have access to our brand new College gymnasium.

FacilitiesFacilities
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Enrichment

You will be 
treated as 
a mature, 
independent 
learner.”

“More than 
just your 
studies.”

Enrichment opportunities are numerous, 
but here are a few:

• Debating Society 
• Numerous social events including   

the Post 16 Ball 
• Paired reading with Year 7 
• Charity events
• Visiting speakers 
• Sports at lunchtime or after school 

including football and netball
• School robotics 
• Sports leadership awards 
• TED talks
• Computer game competitions in the 

common room at lunchtimes 
• Bake off competitions
• Supporting younger EAL students
• Subject ambassadors working alongside 

teaching staff
• Lunchtime duties

This means taking responsibility for your own 
learning and actively pursuing the wide range 
of opportunities on offer. We expect students 
to make excellent progress and to achieve to 
the very best of their ability. We offer a range 
of Level 2 and 3 courses, and are fully focused 
on preparing students for going to university 
or on to the next step of their education. 

Our professional ethos is demonstrated 
through the smart dress you wear and 
through your management of your 
independent study time.

Post 16 at Kingsthorpe College is not just about your academic studies. 
We offer an excellent range of enrichment activities to allow students to 
develop and take advantage of every opportunity. We are proud that many 
of these opportunities are student led.

“
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We have 
the highest 
ambitions 
for our 
students.”

We have the highest ambitions for 
our students and we actively support 
our Post 16 students in applying to 
research intensive universities and 
Oxbridge. We arrange for students to 
attend seminars and presentations 
on preparing for Oxbridge, and we 
coach students through the application 
process. We have very close links with 
universities who actively encourage and 
support our students to apply there 
through tailored programmes.  

We also work in partnership with 
the University of Northampton, 
taking advantage of their location 
next door, where our students can 
receive additional mentoring from 
undergraduates and attend lectures. 

We have a developing range 
of work experience and work 
shadowing opportunities in a 
number of graduate careers.

“

Aspiration
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Support

We will treat 
you as an 
individual.”

Post 16 is such a critical point in a young person’s 
life. We will treat you as an individual and 
support you as closely as possible with a tailored 
programme. You will have a tutor who closely tracks 
your progress and attainment. Parents can make an 
appointment at any time but we also have regular 
progress days and subject evenings. Reports, 
with your current performance levels and grade 
predictions, are published each half term.
 
Careers information, support and guidance is 
available for every student, including 1:1 interviews.

Meet The Staff

“

Ms. Haines 
Senior Strategic Leader
“My role is diverse and incredibly 
interesting. Whilst it is academic 
success which opens the doors to future 
opportunities, it is the development 
of character that will ensure success. 
I coordinate opportunities to enable 
such development to take place, 
including the Lions Club Young Leaders 
in Service Award, Young Enterprise, 
work related learning and preparation 
for the working world.”

Miss Maund 
Gifted and talented coordinator
“I work with the highest achieving 
students in Post 16 to ensure they 
have every opportunity available to 
them; aiming for the very highest 
apprenticeships and the best research 
intensive universities. I run the 
Honours Programme, so can therefore 
offer more personalised support in 
terms of personal statements and job 
applications, as well as supporting 
Oxbridge and medical candidates.

We have had lots of success in helping 
students apply for university summer 
school programmes, and arranging for 
guest speakers and visits to help push 
our most able students to enable them 
to achieve even higher.”

Mr. Pomerantz
Director of Post 16
“I ensure the academic and pastoral 
progress of students in year 12 and 13, 
as well as working with year 11 students 
to ensure they have a smooth transition 
into our Post 16.  I work closely with 
our teachers to ensure students enjoy 
their experience during their time at 
Kingsthorpe College, and that they are 
on track thinking carefully about the 
future careers after they leave.  We 
have set up excellent relationships 
with the University of Birmingham and 
University of Warwick, to ensure that 
our students have a variety of additional 
opportunities that they may not get at 
other schools.  It is an absolute pleasure 
to work with our Post 16 students, and 
seeing the impact they have on the rest 
of the school and the dedication they 
show to their studies makes my role 
especially rewarding.”  

Mr. Campbell
Independent Learning Manager
“I support students with their independent learning. 
All students stay on-site during the College day and 
they work independently for some of their time. I enjoy 
supporting the students in developing their study 
skills, especially independent research. I also help 
students make their University choices and provide 
personalised support with UCAS applications and 
career aspirations.”
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“Throughout my five years 
in the main school at 
Kingsthorpe College I was 
taught that you can never have 
enough knowledge. The College helped 
me grow not only as a student, but as a person, so I had no 
doubt that I wanted to carry on my education studying here in 
Post 16.  I chose to study Psychology, English Literature, Biology 
and Dance as I have always had an equal passion for academic 
and vocational subjects. My role as Head Girl has grown 
my confidence immensely, providing me with experience of 
speaking to large audiences, and working with members of staff 
and governors to make a significant impact on College life. The 
skills I have learnt through being Head Girl are immeasurable, 
and I have thoroughly enjoyed every moment of it. If you are 
thinking of joining our family here at KC, or simply wish to carry 
on your experience, have no doubt that you will be continually 
supported throughout these final and crucial years of your 
education, and will not regret your decision for a moment!”

Our Post 16 students take an active role in the running of Kingsthorpe 
College. In Year 12 you can apply to become a senior prefect taking 
on roles such as organising social and academic events, supporting 
gifted and talented students in year 10 and 11, and working with 
disadvantaged students or those that do not speak English as 
a first language.  In Year 13 you can then apply to become Head 
Boy/Girl and then take overall responsibility for organising the 
leadership team and representing the College.

Student Leadership Team
The role of head boy has 
helped shape the person I 
am today; confident,
passionate and determined. 
It has equipped me with skills 
in areas such as management 
and public speaking which are  
invaluable attributes in any line of work.
Not only has this role provided me with this experience, it 
has allowed me the privilege of being a role model to all 
students, and the honour of
instilling in them the belief that 
‘Everything *is* Possible.’

Rebecca
Head Girl

Conor
Head Boy

KC Honours programme
The KC Honours Programme provides specialist guidance 
and enrichment opportunities to support progression 
to elite universities. The programme is aimed at those 
students who have achieved significantly above the average 
in their GCSEs (usually 5 or more A grades) and are likely 
to succeed to a similar high level in their A Level. The most 
prestigious universities in the UK have extremely demanding 
entry requirements that often go above and beyond simply 
needing exceptional grades, and therefore this programme 
aims to develop you as an individual and ensure your 
application stands out above the rest.

 • Personalised support and guidance on making applications to the 
top universities.

 • Extensive support with writing personal statements to make them 
as strong as possible.

 • Help with admissions tests such as TSA, LNAT, BMAT, UKCAT, etc.
 • Practice interviews for Oxbridge applicants.
 • Guidance on extra-curricular activities that would strengthen an 
application, including debating, and appropriate work experience 
and volunteering.

 • Opportunities to attend talks/workshops from external speakers 
representing the top universities.

 • Visits to Russell Group universities.
 • Opportunity to take part in the Extended Project Qualification (EPQ), 
an independent research project similar to a university dissertation.

 • Updates on opportunities available outside of college, including 
open days, conferences and workshops.

 • Support with applying for summer schools in a range of subjects.
 • Attendance at the Higher Education Fair and Oxbridge Regional 
Conference.

High
Achievers
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Caitlin 
Year 12
“Being new to the area from Devon made it 
daunting to face a new school without knowing 
anyone. Kingsthorpe College made it so easy for 
me to settle in. I really enjoy my AS Economics 
and English lessons. The teachers are excellent 
and enable us to learn to unlock our potential.”

Leighton 
Year 12
“I originally went to another college but I decided 
to return to Kingsthorpe Post 16 as I wanted more 
support and structure than the college could offer 
me. Kingsthorpe Post 16 offers me a supportive 
learning environment with the benefits of familiar 
surroundings and great staff.”

Mohammed 
Year 12
“Moving to Kingsthorpe College from another 
school was easy, especially having a sibling link 
here. The teachers are very supportive but you 
still get treated like a young adult. Kingsthorpe 
College’s welcoming and friendly environment 
made it easy for me being a new student and 
allowed me to make new friends quickly.”

Frank 
Year 13
“First and foremost every member of 
the school, both staff and students, 
are friendly and supportive and made 
my move to Kingsthorpe College from 
Wiltshire go incredibly smoothly. The 
student leadership team, especially, 
really made me feel at home in no 
time. There is an excellent working 
environment, whether it is in the 
lessons or in the Post 16 study centre 
because everyone is focused on the 
goal of trying to achieve and reach 
their potential. I have no doubt at all 
that the teachers here will ensure I will 
go on to be successful.”

What our students think External students
Lucy
Year 13 
“I decided to study Geography, Maths, 
French and Psychology at Post 16 in 
Kingsthorpe College having successfully 
completed my GCSEs here. I chose to 
continue with subjects I had previously 
studied, but also pick up a new subject 
- Psychology. My ambition is to study 
Geography at Aberystwyth University, 
and hopefully then continue on to either 
teaching Geography or outdoor education. 

Kingsthorpe College has supportive staff 
in all areas that you might need them, 
including assistance with work-related 
problems and help with completing your 
UCAS form when the time comes to apply to 
university. Many extra curricular activities 
are also available - from sport to debate 
clubs. There is bound to be something for 
everyone that’s really fun to get involved in. 

The one piece of advice I would give to 
prospective Year 12 students is to make sure 
you choose subjects that you enjoy and have 
a passion for. Also, take every opportunity 
that you are given to develop skills that will 
be both useful in your time in sixth form and 
also in your future. Good luck in your chosen 
subjects and enjoy your time in the Sixth 
Form at Kingsthorpe College!”

Abi
Year 12
“Post 16 at Kingsthorpe College allows 
you to thrive in an environment where 
individuals are respected and supported 
in making the journey through A levels. 
The freedom and support provided to 
students is valuable and enriching, and 
the variety of options available to further 
students prospects is never ending. 
The transition from GCSE to A level is 
well catered for, and you are always 
made to feel welcome by  all staff.  ”

Gemma 
Year 13
“After initially accepting and starting a 
course away from Kingsthorpe College I 
decided to return as I was not given the 
support I needed and that I felt would 
help me reach my potential. All the staff at 
Kingsthorpe help me so much, and there is 
a real togetherness from the students. It is 
always so useful to know Mr. Campbell is 
available during my study periods to help, 
whilst other Post 16 teachers never mind 
being disturbed to offer extra help as well.”

George 
Year 12
“I joined Kingsthorpe College Post 16 due to 
the subjects available, a mix of those that I 
had already succeeded at, but also new ones 
to experience. I would like to work in the film 
industry and therefore Creative Digital Media 
was an excellent choice for me along with 
Art and Photography. I feel like I have settled 
into Post 16 study really well and make 
good use of the independent study time I 
have.  We are treated like adults here as 
we have opted to stay on, and I think these 
relationships are a key part of what makes 
Kingsthorpe College Post 16 so enjoyable.  I 
love the extra-curricular activities on offer, 
and have already taken part in the Young 
Enterprise programme, working as part of 
a team to set up our own business - and we 
are already making a profit!”
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How to apply

Select your subjects
Think carefully about the subjects 
you enjoy and do well in. You may 
already have a good idea about 
your future career. If so, pick 
subjects that will support your 
career choice. If you’re not sure, 
don’t worry as the advantage of 
Level 3 qualifications is that you 
can choose a range of subjects and 
disciplines. If you know what you 
would like to study at university, 
research the qualifications 
required for your chosen degree. 
Take the opportunity to talk to 
your teachers and parents. Do not 
choose a subject just because your 
friends are studying it.

Work hard to ensure 
that all possibilities 
remain open to you!
Some of the subjects we offer 
have additional grade criteria 
to meet, so it is essential you 
work as hard as you can in your 
GCSEs so you can take any 
subject you choose in Post 16.

Come and meet us
If you are already a student at Kingsthorpe 
College, you will have an interview in 
January when the majority of your mock 
exams will be complete. You will have 
already had Post 16 taster days to help you 
make your choice. Following this we will 
make you an offer of a place.

If you are an external student, we will 
arrange a suitable time to meet you and 
your parents/carers. You will have the 
opportunity to tour the college and see 
our excellent facilities for Post 16 Study.

Keep in touch
We will keep you informed of what is 
happening at Post 16 and at Kingsthorpe 
College. Look out for our twitter feed:
@KingsthorpeC. We will also be 
offering a ‘bridging the gap’ programme 
to allow you to make the transition 
from GCSE to Level 3 studies.

Enrolment
This will take place on GCSE results day. 
You will then know that you have the offer 
of a definite place at Kingsthorpe College. 
If you will not be in on results day, make 
sure that you let us know so we can 
schedule another time to meet you.

If your exams have not gone as well as 
you hoped, please come and speak to us 
on results day or make an appointment 
as we will still have many courses and 
options that you may be interested in.

Get Started
Start your courses and decide which of 
the other fantastic opportunities you 
will get involved in. We also have our 
welcome social events for you to enjoy 
and to help you to settle in.

Step

1
Step

2

Step

3
Step

4

Step

5

Step

6
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Which subjects and courses are right for you?
Level 3 courses
The majority of Post 16 students take 
Level 3 qualifications – this is the step- 
up after GCSEs. There are various types 
of qualifications including: 

 • GCE A Level
 • BTEC Subsidiary Diploma 

The standard entry requirement 
for access to Level 3 courses is the 
equivalent of 5 A* - C grades at GCSE 
(with English and Maths requiring Grade 
5), although some subjects may make 
extra demands, for example Mathematics 
require a grade 6 at GCSE Maths. The 
entry requirements are laid out clearly for 
you in the back of this prospectus. The 
majority of our students will take three 
subjects, although there is the potential 
to take on extra subjects such as the 
Extended Project Qualification. 

Academic or vocational
The BTEC Subsidiary Diplomas courses 
are known as vocational qualifications 
– also known as work related. These
are designed to allow you to learn in a 
slightly different way from traditional A 

Levels, with fewer exams and focused on 
more practical activities. Generally for 
these subjects you will be expected to 
produce a portfolio of coursework, where 
you will get constant feedback from 
your teachers during the course who will 
encourage you to aim as high as possible. 
Vocational courses are assessed slightly 
differently from the letter grading you 
may be used to, and instead you will 
be rewarded with either a pass, merit, 
distinction or distinction star. 

Academic courses are more traditional, 
whereby most of the assessment is by 
exam. University courses and careers 
such as medicine and law require the 
majority of your courses to be academic, 
and many of the most prestigious 
universities list what they refer to as 
‘facilitating subjects’; these are subjects 
that the universities state will give 
students the widest range of options 
for university study. If you do not know 
what you wish to study in the future, 
then it is widely regarded that choosing 
two facilitating subjects will keep the 
widest range of degree courses open to 
you. Facilitating subjects are Sciences, 
Languages, History, Geography, English 
Literature, and Mathematics. 

For more information about facilitating 
subjects and the subjects that some 
universities prefer please perform
an internet search for “Russell 
group informed choices” and 
download the guide, or speak to 
a member of the Post 16 team. 

Level 2 courses
Level 2 courses are GCSEs, similar to 
those you will have taken in Year 11.
If you have not yet gained a grade 4
in English and Mathematics, as well
as a minimum of Cs in three other 
subjects, then it is highly recommended 
to carry on working towards these. 
Many A Levels, apprenticeships and 
higher education courses require 
such qualifications, and government 
legislation requires you to carry on 
studying English and Mathematics until 
you reach a grade 4. 

The different routes offered at Kingsthorpe College are 
outlined in the table below.   Programme One is a one year, 
Level 2 course, where you will be able to attend additional 
lessons in English and Mathematics, as well as choosing two 
or three other subjects. Many of our Level 2 students have 
gone on to achieve success, with many staying with us for a 
further two years to complete Level 3 courses.

Programme Level Entry requirements Courses available to you

ONE Level 2
Less than 5 GCSEs, mathematics 
and/or English at less than grade 4.

Level 2 English and maths, and two other 
level 2 courses.

TWO Level 3

More than five GCSEs at grade C and 
above, with the majority of grades 
being grade C (including English and 
maths being a grade 4 or higher).

At least two BTEC courses (or one 
double BTEC course) with one additional 
academic or vocational.

THREE
Level 3

More than five GCSEs at grade C and 
above, with the majority being at 
grade B or higher (including English 
and maths being a grade 5 or higher).

Open choice of three subjects, although 
academic subjects will be recommended.

FOUR Level 4
Majority of GCSE grades at grade A 
or A* (including English and maths 
being a grade 6 or higher).

Open choice of three or four subjects, 
although academic subjects will be 
recommended.

Choosing Your Course
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Examination board:  
OCR

Level: 3

Qualification Type: A Level

Point of contact:
Mr. Jones

Art
(Fine Art)

Description

This specification gives candidates a rounded 
exposure to different aspects of Fine Art, 
allowing them to display their abilities in a 
variety of artistic disciplines and demonstrate 
their understanding of these contexts.

What will I learn?

You will be introduced to a variety of 
experiences involving a range of media, 
processes and techniques. You will explore 
images, artefacts and resources relating to a 
range of art, craft and design, from the past 
and from recent times, including European 
and non-European examples. 

You will explore drawing using a variety of 
methods and media on a variety of scales.  
You will work in one or more area(s) of Fine 
Art, such as painting, drawing and mixed 
media, including collage and assemblage. 
You may explore overlapping areas and 
combinations of areas.

How will I be assessed?
 
Coursework units are internally set and 
externally moderated. Examined units are 
externally set through an early release exam 
paper, internally marked and externally 
moderated. Candidates who follow the 
endorsed route must pursue the same 
endorsement at both Year one and Year two.

Year One:
Coursework Portfolio

 •  Candidates produce a portfolio of work 
from starting points, topics or themes 
determined by their centre. 

 •  The focus is on including work that shows 
exploration, research, acquisition of 
techniques and skills.

Controlled Assignment
 •  Candidates select one starting point from 
an early release question paper.

 •  Candidates must be given a minimum of 3 
weeks in which to plan and prepare. 

 •  Candidates are then given 5 hours of 
controlled time to work on developing their 
idea into a realisation/outcome.

Year Two:
Personal Investigation

 •  Candidates submit one major project which 
has a personal significance.

 •  The investigation includes a related 
personal study that must be between 1000-
3000 words.

Controlled Assignment
 •  Candidates select one starting point from 
an early release question paper. 

 •  Candidates must be given a minimum of 3 
weeks in which to plan and prepare. 

 •  In 15 hours of controlled time, candidates 
work to plan and then realise ideas into a 
final outcome.

What could this course lead to?

A Level Art is an accepted entry qualification 
to universities and colleges for a wide 
range of degree and diploma courses. BTEC 
Foundation Diploma in Art and Design is also a 
recommended progression route.

Examination board:  
AQA

Level: 3

Qualification Type: 
A Level

Point of contact:
Mr. Cox

Facilitating subject

Biology
Description

Biology involves the study of a wide variety  
of ecosystems and you will consider  
exciting topics, ranging from molecular 
biology to mammoths. 

What will I learn?

Year One
 • 1 Biological molecules 
 • 2 Cells 
 • 3 Organisms exchange substances with their 
environment

 • 4 Genetic information, variation and 
relationships between organisms 

Year Two
 • 5 Energy transfers in and between 
organisms

 • 6 Organisms respond to changes in their 
internal and external environments

 • 7 Genetics, populations, evolution and 
ecosystems

 • 8 The control of gene expression

How will I be assessed?

Students take three exams at the end of 
the second year of study, all of which are 
equally weighted. There is no coursework. 

Practical skills are assessed both in the 
examinations and through the completion 
of 12 required practical experiments. The 
teacher will then certify the student for 
practical competence on the successful 
completion of these practicals.

What could this course lead to?

Biology complements almost any career 
choice. It is also a fundamental subject choice 
for people who want a career in health and 
clinical professionals, such as medicine, 
dentistry, veterinary science, physiotherapy, 
pharmacy, optometry, nursing, zoology, 
marine biology or forensic science.

Academic Academic24 25



Examination board:  
OCR

Level: 3

Qualification Type: OCR Level 3 
Cambridge Technicals

Point of contact:
Mr. Anakwa

Business
Description

This qualification is for learners 16 years old or 
over who want to study business.
This qualification will provide learners with 
the opportunity to develop the core specialist 
knowledge, skills and understanding required 
in the business sector through applied 
learning. During the two year course, students 
undertake a host of activities aimed at 
developing their skills in a more practical way.

The course is suitable for all students who 
can:

 •  Work to deadlines
 •  Show a high level of commitment to their 
studies

 •  Follow precise instructions
 •  Work independently
 •  Take responsibility for their own learning

What will I learn?

This qualification is the equivalent 
of one A Level. Learners 

will take five units, three 
mandatory units and 

two optional units. 

Everybody will study the following mandatory 
units:

 • The business environment 120 GLH
 • Working in business 60 GLH
 • Customers and communication 60 GLH

Everybody will study 2 of the following 
optional units:

 • Business decisions 60 GLH
 • Marketing and market research 60 GLH
 • Introduction to human resources 60 GLH
 • Accounting concepts 60 GLH
 • Principles of project management 60 GLH
 • Responsible business practices 60 GLH
 • International business 60 GLH
 • Business events 60 GLH
 • Being entrepreneurial 60 GLH

How will I be assessed?

Assessment of your work is carried out 
both internally and externally in the form of 
examinations and coursework. You will have 
regular tutorials and feedback designed to 
support you to further improve your work to 
achieve a higher outcome. 

What could this course lead to?

This, combined with other qualifications, 
will provide learners with the skills, 
knowledge and understanding to progress 
into Higher Education (HE) on a business-
related programme such as Business, 
Business Management, Marketing, Business 
and Finance, Business and Economics 
and Accounting. It will also allow them 
to choose non-business related degree 
programmes or take them into employment 
where they would continue to study.

Examination board:  
AQA

Level: 3

Qualification Type: 
A Level

Point of contact:
Mr. Cox

Chemistry
Description

The course contains a wide range of 
topics covering Organic, Inorganic, 
Physical, Green Chemistry and a range 
of modern analytical techniques. It is a 
priority subject for medical and veterinary 
courses but also provides access to a 
wide range of other job opportunities.

What will I learn?

Physical chemistry including
 • Atomic structure
 •  Thermodynamics
 •  Acids and bases

Inorganic chemistry including
 •  Periodicity
 •  Transition metals
 •  Reactions of ions

Organic chemistry including
 •  Alkanes, alkenes and alcohols
 •  Carboxylic acids
 •  Aromatic chemistry

How will I be assessed?

Students take three exams at the end of the 
second year of study, all of which are equally 
weighted. There is no coursework. Practical 
skills are assessed both in the examinations and 
through the completion of 12 required practical 
experiments. The teacher will then certify 
the student for practical competence on the 
successful completion of these practicals. 

What could this course lead to?
 
Chemistry graduates can be employed in a 
vast number of areas. The following listing of 
areas is not intended to be exhaustive, but 
does demonstrate a variety of areas where 
chemists are actively employed. Depending on 
your qualifications, knowledge and abilities, 
you will have the potential to be employed in 
possibly a research-based, testing, technical 
or managerial-type of position. 

Areas of employment may include: 
Agricultural Research, Anti-Cancer Research, 
Biochemistry, Biotechnology, Biomaterials, 
Brewing Industry, Chemical Analysis, Chemical 
Technology, Dairy Industry, Dentistry, 
Pharmacy, Environmental Consultancy, 
Fertiliser Industry, Food and Drink Technology, 
Forensic Science, Forestry Research, Health 
& Safety, Horticultural Research, Industrial 
Chemistry, Laboratory Manager, Light Emitting 
Polymer Research, Marine Sciences, Materials 
Science Medical Laboratory Testing, 
Medicine, Microbiology, Patent 
Office, Pesticides Industry, 
Petrochemical Industry, 
Pharmaceutical Industry, 
Plastic Products Science, 
Polymer Industry, 
Pyrotechnics, Quality 
Control, Research, 
Science Publishing, 
Secondary 
School Teaching, 
University 
Teaching/
Research, Water 
Treatment Plant, 
Water Quality 
Analysis, and the 
Wine Industry. 

Facilitating subject
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Examination board:  
Edexcel

Level: 3

Qualification Type: BTEC Level 3 
National Extended Certificate 
in Computing

Point of contact:
Mr. Anakwa

Computer 
Science Description

This qualification is designed to support 
learners who are interested in learning about 
the computing sector alongside other fields 
of study, with a view to progressing to a wide 
range of higher education courses.

During the two year course students will have 
to choose and complete a range of units, 
be organised, take some assessments that 
we will set and mark, and keep a portfolio 
of assignments as part of coursework. The 
course is suitable for all students who can:

 •  Work to deadlines
 •  Show a high level of commitment to their 
studies

 •  Follow precise instructions
 •  Work independently
 •  Take responsibility for their own learning

What will I learn?

The Pearson BTEC Level 3 National 
Extended Certificate in Computing 

qualification is a 360GLH course 
which is equivalent in size to 

one A Level. Students will 
cover 4 units of which 

3 are mandatory and 
2 are external. 

The following are a range of topics that may 
be covered over the 2-year duration of the 
course:

 • Principles of Computer Science 120 GLH
 • Fundamentals of Computer Systems          
90 GLH

 • IT Systems Security and Encryption  
90 GLH

 • Human-computer Interaction 60 GLH
 • Digital Graphics and Animation 60 GLH
 • Computer Games Development 60 GLH
 • Website Development 60 GLH
 • Mobile Apps Development 60 GLH
 • Managing and Supporting Systems 60 GLH
 • Systems Analysis and Design 60 GLH

How will I be assessed?

Assessment is specifically designed to fit the 
purpose and objective of the qualification. 
There are two main forms of assessment 
external and internal. External assessment 
take the form of examinations where all 
learners take the same assessment at 
the same time with a written outcome, 
and set tasks where learners take the 
assessment during a defined window 
and demonstrate understanding through 
completion of a vocational task. Internal 
assessment on the other hand is carried 
out by the responsible teacher and is 
subject to external standards verification.

What could this course lead to?

Students completing their BTEC Nationals 
in Computing will be aiming to go on to 
employment, often via the stepping stone of 
higher education such as university.
 *GLH = Guided learning hours

Examination board:  
Edexcel

Level: 3

Qualification Type: BTEC

Point of contact:
Mr. Ingram

Creative 
Digital 
Media

Description

Welcome to our new Creative Media 
programme at KC. This amazing course will 
provide you with the perfect platform to begin 
your journey on working in the media industry. 
Using industry software in our purpose built 
Media suite will give the opportunity to 
develop your skills to a distinction level. 

This is a two-year programme and you will be 
working with industry trained professionals 
that will help you to develop your 
understanding of the media industries and the 
practical techniques required to successfully 
complete the course.

At the start of the course, you will work with 
the basic skills of media production and 
management; we will help you to develop your 
skills preparing you for the next level. As your 
confidence and understanding increases your 
assignments will become more challenging, 
helping you to achieve the higher tier grades. 

On this course you will produce: short film, 
radio show, magazine, motion graphic, web 
design, digital photography and sound design. 
We want all students to enjoy the course as 
well as gaining transferable skills including 
research techniques, presentations/pitches, 
projects and problem based scenarios and the 
skills of working/leading a team.
Our working style is practical workshop 
sessions in our media suite, radio/sound 
rooms, and recording studio. 

What will I learn?

Units include:
 • Pre-production Techniques for the Creative 
Media Industries

 • Communication Skills for Creative   
Media Production

 • Research Techniques for the Creative Media 
Industries

 • Creative Media Production Management Project
 • Working to a Brief in the Creative Media 
Industries

 • Critical Approaches to Creative   
Media Products 

 • Understanding the Creative Media Sector
 • Film and Video Editing Techniques
 • Digital Graphics for Interactive Media
 • Single Camera Techniques
 • Writing for Television and Video
 • Music Video Production
 • Advertisement Production for Television
 • Soundtrack Production for the Moving Image
 • Music-Based Programming
 • Page Layout and Design

How will I be assessed?

The Edexcel BTEC Level 3 Subsidiary Diploma 
in Creative Media Production is a 60-credit 
and 360 guided learning hour (GLH) 
qualification that consists of three mandatory 
units plus optional units that provide for a 
combined total of 60 credits. There are no 
exams in the Creative Digital Media course. 

What could this course lead to?
Any careers in the media or with technology.
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Examination board:  
AQA

Level: 3

Qualification Type: A Level

Point of contact:
Miss Townsend

Dance
Description

A Level Dance provides students with the 
opportunity to gain experience of performance 
and choreography and to develop critical 
thinking about Dance.

The practical elements of the course amount 
to 55% of the full qualification. 

This course is particularly suitable for 
students who have studied GCSE Dance 
and wish to study Dance at a higher level. 
The content allows students to study a 
subject which can be extended through 
higher education and promotes a healthy 
lifestyle through an awareness of the 
importance of exercise and training.

What will I learn?

You will;
 •  develop understanding and knowledge 
as well as critical skills for the analysis of 
choreography and performance within your 
own work and in professional repertoire

 •  gain experience of choreography and 
performance through practice

 •  gain in-depth knowledge of specific study 
areas and professional works

How will I be assessed?

The course is assessed over 4 units - 2 in each 
year. Unit 1 is a written exam based on dance 
theory including 5 professional works. Unit 
2 is a solo choreography and a group dance. 
Unit 3 is a written exam focusing on one set 
work and a study area. Unit 4 is a solo related 
to the study area and a group choreography. 
The practical exam, with an external examiner, 
usually takes place in March or April, followed 
by the written exam in the May or June. 

What could this course lead to?

Degree in Dance, Performing Arts, Dance 
Education or PE. A place at Dance College.

Examination board:  
Edexcel

Level: 3

Qualification Type: A Level

Point of contact:
Mr. Limb

Drama & 
Theatre 
StudiesDescription

A thought-provoking, challenging and exciting 
course which will develop your understanding 
of theatre and give you the opportunity to 
create an original and unique performance.

What will I learn?

Component 1
In this component students will develop their 
creative and exploratory skills to devise an 
original performance. The starting point for 
this devising process will be an extract from 
a performance text and an influential theatre 
practitioner. 

Component 2
Students will develop and demonstrate 
theatre-making skills, appropriate to 
their role as a performer or designer. 
They will explore how they realise 
artistic intentions in performance. 

The knowledge and understanding acquired 
though the study of one key extract from 
a performance text in Component 1 can 
be applied to assist in the interpretation, 
development and realisation of key extracts 
from performance texts. 

Teaching and wider reading should 
address the significance and influence of 
social, historical and cultural contexts 
on the chosen texts and extracts. 

Component 3
Theatre is a collaborative art form and it 
is important that students have a clear 
understanding of how different creative ideas 
are put into practice. This component requires 
students to consider, analyse and evaluate 

how different theatre makers create impact. 
Throughout this component, students will 
consider how production ideas and dramatic 
elements are communicated to an audience 
from the perspective of a director, a performer 
and a designer. 

How will I be assessed?

Component 1: Devising an original 
performance piece.
Submitting a portfolio of evidence which 
analyses and evaluates this in a written or 
verbal form.
40% of the qualification.
 
Component 2: Text in Performance.
A group performance of one key extract of a 
performance text
A monologue/duologue from one key extract 
of a difference performance text.
20% of the qualification.
 
Component 3: Theatre Makers in Practice.
Written examination: 2 hours and 30 
minutes.
Live theatre evaluation
Realising a Performance text.
Interpreting a 
Performance text.
40% of the 
qualification.

What could this 
course lead to?

Performance Arts 
Degree, Theatre 
School, Acting 
courses, Theatre 
Administration.
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Description

Economics has become high profile. When 
our whole economy does well, we as people 
do well. Economics focuses on money - how 
it is made, lost, used and misused. The credit 
crunch, bankers’ bonuses and fears of a Euro 
meltdown are just three topics rarely out 
of the news in recent years. Economics is 
concerned with how consumers obtain the 
goods and services they need and want. 

What will I learn?

Students will study a range of economics 
concepts focusing on two key areas:

1. The operation of markets and market failure:
 •  What is the central economic problem? 
 •  How are prices determined in a competitive 
market, how do firms compete? How do 
markets fail? 

 • What government intervention is 
needed to solve the failure?

2.The national economy:
 • How do we measure 

performance of the 
whole economy in 

terms of inflation, 
economic growth, 

unemployment and 
international trade? 
 • How does the 
economy work? 
 • How can the 

Government 
intervene to make 

it perform better? 

How will I be assessed?

The A Level has three, two hour written exams. 

Paper 1: Markets and market failure; you will 
answer two questions: 

 • Section A – Students will choose one 
context from a choice of two; 

 • Section B – Students will choose one 
context from a choice of three.

Paper 2: National and international economy: 
you will answer two questions: 

 • Section A – Students will choose one 
context from a choice of two; 

 • Section B - Students will choose one context 
from a choice of three.

Paper 3: Economic principles and issues: 
 • Section A - multiple choice;
 • Section B – extended writing questions.

A range of methods and resources are used 
to help students learn Economics including 
individual and group work, oral presentations 
and written work, electronic and paper based 
materials.

What could this course lead to?

Economics is a Social Science and therefore 
complements a range of subjects from Maths 
and the Sciences to English and the Humanities.

There are a range of possible careers that can 
be entered after studying Economics such as 
Accountancy, Business Management, Insurance, 
Banking and Finance. 

Examination board:  
AQA

Level: 3

Qualification Type: A Level

Point of contact:
Mr. Anakwa

Economics

Examination board:  
AQA

Level: 3

Qualification Type: A Level

Point of contact:
Mrs. Coleman

English 
Language

Description

English Language is an excellent A Level to 
choose should you want to challenge your 
analysis skills and understand how language 
works in, to name a few, political, legal and 
social arenas. If you are studying English 
Literature, History, Government and Politics, 
Psychology or Modern Foreign Languages, 
English Language complements these subjects: 
it traces language development from the view of 
social, political, cultural, regional and historical 
perspectives.  You will create texts and reflect 
critically on your own processes of production, 
while analysing the texts produced by others.  

What will I learn?

 • Paper 1: Textual variations and 
representations, methods of language 
analysis, children’s language development

 • Paper 2: Language diversity and change and 
writing skills

 • Paper 3: A 3,500 word language investigation 
based on original writing

How will I be assessed?

 • Unit 1 – Language, the individual and 
society (40% of A-level, 2 hours 30 minutes 
written exam)

 •  Unit 2 – Language diversity and change 
(40% of A-level, 2 hours 30 minutes written 
exam)

 •  Non exam assessment – Language in action 
(20% of A-level, 2000 word language 
investigation and a 1500 word piece of 
original writing and commentary). Assessed 
by teachers.

What could this course lead to?

English Language is viewed favourably 
by all universities and top employers in a 
range of fields. A common path for English 
Language students is continuing study at 
university on a variety of courses: Linguistics, 
Politics, Psychology, Law and English 
Literature. English Language A Level also 
acts as a stepping stone for employment 
in journalism, freelance writing, teaching, 
advertising, marketing and public relations. 
This A Level highlights your effective 
communication, reasoning and analytical 
skills: essential in any walk of life. 
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English 
Literature

Facilitating subject

Examination board:  
AQA Spec A

Level: 3

Qualification Type: A Level

Point of contact:
Mrs. Coleman

Description

This subject aims to encourage a passion for 
literature. It develops informed, independent 
readers and critics of literary texts through the 
study of a variety of texts produced in a range 
of genres and historical periods. 

English Literature is now a linear A Level 
which is assessed at the end of the second 
year. Students study a wide range of literature 
relating to the topics of Love through the Ages 
and World War I. They are encouraged to see 
texts in performance and study plays, poems, 
novels and non-fiction texts. 

What will I learn?

Students will learn how to come to 
an understanding of how meaning is 
created through close study of identified 
texts. They will also develop a broad 
understanding of the literary canon 
through their own private reading. 

How will I be assessed?

Students take two exams at the end of the 
second year of study, both of which are 
equally weighted at 40% of the overall mark 
each. There is one piece of Non-Examined 
Assessment (coursework) which is worth 20% 
of the overall mark.

What could this course lead to?

An academic background in English Literature 
opens the way to a wide and diverse range 
of careers. Opportunities include journalism, 
marketing, advertising and public relations.

Examination board:  
London Institute of Banking and 
Finance

Level: 3

Qualification Type: Year 12 
Certificate (AS equivalent) Year 13 
Diploma (A Level Equivalent)

Point of contact:
Ms. Haines

Financial 
Studies

Description

CeFS and DipFS develop the knowledge and skills 
required for young people to make informed 
financial decisions by introducing them to the 
risks and challenges involved in personal finance 
and the tools for effective planning.

What will I learn?

In Year 12 you will study:

 • Importance of financial capability in the 
immediate, short, medium and long term. 

 •  Financial services and products, including 
sources of help and advice. 

 •  Borrowing, budgeting, financial planning 
and cash flow forecasting. 

 •  The impact of external influences at 
different stages in the personal life cycle. 

 •  Risk and reward in managing personal 
finance. 

In Year 13, the DipFS will include:

 • Importance of financial capability in the 
immediate, short, medium and long term. 

 • The impact of external influences at different 
stages in the personal life cycle. 

 • Risk and reward in managing personal 
finance. 

 • Personal and external factors that lead to 
change.  Maintaining financial sustainability 
and avoiding long-term debt. 

 • The financial services system and financial 
sustainability (individual and general). 

 • Marketing techniques. 

How will I be assessed?

There are four mandatory units, two for the 
CertFS, and two for the DipFS. Successful 
completion of the CertFS is required in order to 
progress to the DipFS. 

CertFS:
 •  Unit 1 – Financial Capability for the 
immediate and Short Term

 •  Unit 2 – Financial Capability for the Medium 
and Long Term

DipFS
 •  Unit 3 – Sustainability of an Individual’s 
Finances

 •  Unit 4 – Sustainability of the Financial 
Services System

All components and units are mandatory and 
externally assessed through a combination of 
Multiple Choice Questions (Part A) and a written 
paper (Part B).

What could this course lead to?

DipFS provides an excellent platform for 
progression through further or higher education. 
As a larger qualification than the Certificate in 
Financial Studies, it has a higher UCAS tariff 
and carries the maximum points available for a 
qualification of its type and size. The financially-
related content of DipFS serves as a strong 
grounding for undergraduate study within 
finance and business-related disciplines, with 
many students going on to study accounting, 
business, finance and banking. The LIBF itself 
offers undergraduate, postgraduate and 
professional qualifications. 

For students who choose to move straight 
into employment, DipFS may support access 
to employment in areas such as in insurance, 
banking, and office administration, or in the 
voluntary sector such as with Citizens Advice.
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GeographyFrench

Facilitating subject

Examination board:  
AQA

Level: 3

Qualification Type: A Level

Point of contact:
Ms. Haines

Description

The Modern Languages Faculty offers a two-
year A Level course in French, German or 
Spanish and follows the AQA specification.  
The subject is taught along similar lines 
to GCSE, i.e. it is centred on the four core 
skill areas (listening, reading, speaking and 
writing), and is topic-based. The course allows 
progression in a manner which is familiar to 
you and helps to bridge the gap successfully 
in the early stages of A-Level study.

What will I learn?

 • Aspects of French-speaking society:  
current trends

 • Aspects of French-speaking society:  
current issues

 • Artistic culture in the French-speaking world
 • Aspects of political life in the  
French-speaking world

 

How will I be assessed?

 • Paper  1 : Listening reading and writing 
(2h30mns) and 50% of the A level. The 
paper is based on core content (4 topics)

 • Paper 2: Writing (2 hours) 20% of the A 
–Level. The exam requires 2 essays, each 
about 300 words either on two books or on 
a book and a film from the list provided by 
the board.

 • Paper 3: Speaking 21 to 23 mins and is worth 
30%. This is based on core content and IRP 
(individual research project)

What could this course lead to?

 • Sectors where French, German and Spanish 
play a key role include commerce, leisure and 
tourism, education, banking, and transport. 

 • Linguists are required in all EU languages 
in this expanding trading block. At present 
Britain has a shortage of qualified linguists.

It is not just the specialist who should choose 
languages. For science, humanities and arts 
students alike, it can be a third subject. Many 
students successfully continue with their 
language studies at university. 

With an advanced qualification in languages, 
the world of work is your oyster. It is much wider 
than teaching and translating. Here are just 
some of the possible careers where a language 
would be useful: accountant; archaeologist; 
army officer; chef; civil service officer – Foreign 
Office; editor; logistics - export executive, freight 
forwarder; HM Customs & Excise officer; hotel 
manager; immigration officer; interpreter; 
journalist; lawyer; librarian; market research 
executive; marketing; merchant navy; Royal 
Air Force; sales manager; bi-lingual secretary / 
executive personal assistant; teacher; technical 
translator / author; telephone operator; tour 
guide and translator.

Examination board:  
AQA

Level: 3

Qualification Type: A Level

Point of contact:
Miss Bunker or Miss Eddy

Facilitating subject

Description

Geography is a flexible subject about the real 
world outside the classroom. It integrates 
many other subject areas such as Biology, 
Sociology, Economics, History, English, 
Mathematics, Physics, Chemistry and 
Information Technology. Geography assists 
the development of many job relevant skills 
and it is also a “living” subject happening 
everywhere; and a successful medium for 
investigating the past, present and future. 
Geography can lead to a wide and varied 
number of careers and to broadening 
your understanding of the world, its 
environments and its peoples. Nationally, 
Geography has one of the best graduate 
employment records in the country.

What will I learn?

 • Component 1: Physical geography – water 
and carbon cycles, coastal systems and 
landscapes, eco systems under stress.

 • Component 2: Global systems and 
global governance, population and the 
environment.

 • Component 3: Students complete an 
individual investigation which must include 
data collected in the field.

How will I be assessed?

Two exams at the end of the second year of 
study and one internally assessed piece of 
coursework.

 • Unit 1: 2 hours 30 minutes, worth 40% of 
the A-level.

 • Unit 2: 2 hours 30 minutes, worth 40% of 
the A-level.

 • Unit 3: 3000 – 4000 word investigation, 
worth 20% of the A-level.

What could this course lead to?

Further Education and careers in local 
government, environmental occupations, land 
management, the forces, teaching and the 
tourist industry.
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German

Facilitating subject

Examination board:  
AQA

Level: 3

Qualification Type: A Level

Point of contact:
Ms. Haines

Description

The Modern Languages Faculty offers a two-
year A Level course in French, German or 
Spanish and follows the AQA specification.  
The subject is taught along similar lines 
to GCSE, i.e. it is centred on the four core 
skill areas (listening, reading, speaking and 
writing), and is topic-based. The course allows 
progression in a manner which is familiar to 
you and helps to bridge the gap successfully 
in the early stages of A-Level study.

What will I learn?

 • Aspects of German-speaking society:  
current trends

 • Aspects of German-speaking society:  
current issues

 • Artistic culture in the German-speaking world
 • Aspects of political life in the  
German-speaking world

 

How will I be assessed?

 • Paper  1 : Listening reading and writing 
(2h30mns) and 50% of the A level. The 
paper is based on core content (4 topics)

 • Paper 2: Writing (2 hours) 20% of the A 
–Level. The exam requires 2 essays, each 
about 300 words either on two books or on 
a book and a film from the list provided by 
the board.

 • Paper 3: Speaking 21 to 23 mins and is worth 
30%. This is based on core content and IRP 
(individual research project)

What could this course lead to?

 • Sectors where French, German and Spanish 
play a key role include commerce, leisure and 
tourism, education, banking, and transport. 

 • Linguists are required in all EU languages 
in this expanding trading block. At present 
Britain has a shortage of qualified linguists.

It is not just the specialist who should choose 
languages. For science, humanities and arts 
students alike, it can be a third subject. Many 
students successfully continue with their 
language studies at university. 

With an advanced qualification in languages, 
the world of work is your oyster. It is much wider 
than teaching and translating. Here are just 
some of the possible careers where a language 
would be useful: accountant; archaeologist; 
army officer; chef; civil service officer – Foreign 
Office; editor; logistics - export executive, freight 
forwarder; HM Customs & Excise officer; hotel 
manager; immigration officer; interpreter; 
journalist; lawyer; librarian; market research 
executive; marketing; merchant navy; Royal 
Air Force; sales manager; bi-lingual secretary / 
executive personal assistant; teacher; technical 
translator / author; telephone operator; tour 
guide and translator.

Examination board:  OCR

Level: 3

Qualification Type: 
Cambridge Technical Extended 
Certificate/Diploma

Point of contact:
Mr. Cox

Health &
Social Care

Description

This wide ranging course covers the skills 
and knowledge needed to work in the health 
and social care sector. Students will develop 
knowledge in a wide range of work-based 
settings.  It is flexible to suit all fields across 
the health and social care sector allowing you 
to follow a pathway of learning that suits roles 
you are interested in for the future.

What will I learn?

The mandatory units for the extended 
certificate consist of:

 • Building Positive Relationships in Health 
and Social Care

 • Equality, Diversity and Rights in Health and 
Social Care

 • Health, Safety and Security in Health and 
Social Care

 • Anatomy and Physiology for Health and 
Social Care

There will then be two additional optional 
units of study.

The mandatory units for the diploma  
consist of:

 • Building Positive Relationships in Health 
and Social Care

 • Equality, Diversity and Rights in Health and 
Social Care

 • Health, Safety and Security in Health and 
Social Care

 • Anatomy and Physiology for Health and 
Social Care

 • Infection Control
 • Safeguarding

There will then be three additional optional 
units of study.

How will I be assessed?

Students work is 50% assessed through 
assignment based coursework and 50% 
through externally marked exams. Students 
completing the extended certificate will 
do two exams at the end of the first year 
of study and one exam at the end of the 
second year of study. Students completing 
the diploma will complete two exams 
at the end of each year of study.

What could this course lead to?

From this, learners can progress to Level 
5 qualifications for management or senior 
practitioner roles in Health & Social Care, or to 
specialist qualifications reflecting the context 
in which they work.
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History

Facilitating subject

Examination board:  
OCR

Level: 3

Qualification Type: A Level

Point of contact:
Mrs. Paice

Description

History equips you with knowledge and 
skills which are highly valued by universities 
and employers. The ability to study History 
shows that you are capable of analysis, clear 
presentation, discussion, group work, individual 
study and research from books, databases and 
the internet. The study of History enables you 
to think critically and question both the past 
and the world around you. Our aim is to create 
independent learners, critical thinkers and 
decision-makers – all personal assets that can 
make students stand out as they progress to 
higher education or the workplace.

Your study of History will involve the following: 
discussions, group work, presentations, 
research, note making, video, ICT and lots of 
reading. We recommend that you do a minimum 
of three hours reading per week in addition to 
other study tasks. This is necessary in order to 
ensure a good grade at the end of the course. 

What will I learn?

In History, students follow the OCR History A 
specification (H505), which we choose as it 
allows us to deliver a diverse course where we 
study the history of more than one country. The 
personal study coursework element also allows 
students to explore a topic in history that they 
have an interest in.

Unit 1 England 1547–1603: the Later Tudors 
(Enquiry topic: Mid Tudor Crises 1547–1558)
Unit 2 The Cold War in Asia 1945–1993.
Unit 3 Civil Rights in the USA 1865–1992 
Unit 4 is the internally assessed element 

of the course and provides you with 
the opportunity to explore a topic of 
personal interest through coursework.

How will I be assessed?

Unit 1: 25% of A Level 
Assessed by a 1 hour 30 minutes written exam 
paper. One period study essay from a choice of 
two; one document-based enquiry question. 
Unit 2: 15% of A Level
Assessed by a 1 hour written exam paper. 
Students answer both parts from one of the 
two questions set: One ‘mini-essay’; one 
period study essay. 
Unit 3: 40% of A Level 
Assessed by a 2 hour 30 minute written 
exam paper. Two theme questions from a 
choice of three, all covering 100 years; one 
interpretations question. 
Unit 4: Coursework
Personal study 20% of A Level
A 3,000-4,000 word personal study essay. 
A personal and independently researched 
investigation of the student’s choice.

What could this course lead to?

History is a very highly respected subject 
at degree level. A Level History is also an 
important entry requirement for many 
Higher Education degree courses, such 
as Law, Journalism, Archaeology. History 
also leads to a very wide range of career 
options, including Law, Journalism, Media, 
Politics, Civil Service, American Studies, 
Heritage, Education, Archaeology, Police, 
Forensics, Management and Business.

Examination board:  
Edexcel

Level: 3

Qualification Type: BTEC 
National Extended Certificate in 
Information Technology

Point of contact:
Mr. Anakwa 

ICT
Description

This qualification is designed for learners 
who are interested in an introduction to the 
study of creating IT systems to manage and 
share information, alongside other fields 
of study, with a view to progressing to a 
wide range of higher education courses.

During the two year course students will have 
to choose and complete a range of units, 
be organised, take some assessments that 
we will set and mark, and keep a portfolio 
of assignments as part of coursework. The 
course is suitable for all students who can:

 •  Work to deadlines
 •  Show a high level of commitment to their 
studies

 •  Follow precise instructions
 •  Work independently
 •  Take responsibility for their own learning

What will I learn?

The Pearson BTEC Level 3 National Extended 
Certificate in Information Technology 
qualification is a 360GLH course which 
is equivalent in size to one A Level. 
Students will cover 4 units of which 3 
are mandatory and 2 are external. 

The following are a range of topics that may 
be covered over the 2-year duration of the 
course :

 • Information Technology Systems 
 • Creating Systems to Manage Information
 • Using Social Media in Business 
 • Website Development
 • Data Modelling

How will I be assessed?

Assessment is specifically designed to fit the 
purpose and objective of the qualification. 
There are three main forms of assessment 
- external, internal and synoptic. External 
assessment take the form of examinations 
where all learners take the same assessment 
at the same time with a written outcome, 
and set tasks where learners take the 
assessment during a defined window 
and demonstrate understanding through 
completion of a vocational task. Internal 
assessment, on the other hand, is carried 
out by the responsible teacher and is 
subject to external standards verification.

What could this course lead to?

Students completing their BTEC Nationals in 
Information Technology will be aiming to go on 
to employment, often via the stepping stone 
of higher education including university.
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Examination board:  
AQA

Level: 3

Qualification Type: A Level

Point of contact:
Mrs. Watts 

Music
Description

This course is designed to give students a 
significant foundation of knowledge, skill and 
experience of the music industry. It is ideally 
suited to practical musicians, who enjoy 
performing, perform regularly and wish to 
consolidate their skills.

What will I learn?

You will consider music performance 
techniques, the place of music in society, 
deliver and prepare for performances, working 
in the music industry, learn how to play in 
various styles and develop your musicianship.
The course is assessed through written and 
practical assignments.

How will I be assessed?

Component 1: Appraising music – an exam 
paper with listening and written questions 
using excerpts of music

Component 2: Performance – A solo and/or 
ensemble performance, a minimum of ten 
minutes of performance time is required

Component 3: Composition – a minimum of 
four and a half minutes of composition to a 
brief and a fee composition is required. 

What could this course lead to?

There are many ways to continue in Music. 
With an A Level you can go on to do a degree 
in Music at a music academy or university. You 
can access careers that involve music, such as 
Music Therapist, Music Librarian, Teacher or 
Professional Performer. The list is very long. 

Mathematics

Facilitating subject

Examination board:  
Edexcel

Level: 3

Qualification Type: A Level

Point of contact:
Miss Turner

Description

Mathematics is of vital importance. Everyday 
life could not take place without some 
application of Mathematics - from using your 
mobile to driving a car somewhere; someone 
has engineered some maths for a useful 
purpose. Even the music you listen to has been 
generated and recorded on some electronic 
device that requires Mathematics to make 
it happen! Employers regard A Level Maths 
with great importance and it will open the 
way to almost every career and discipline.

What will I learn?

You will study Pure Mathematics, Mechanics and 
Statistics. Pure (Core) Mathematics will extend 
the knowledge and skills you have learned 
at GCSE level. You will learn how to derive 
formulae and solve equations, study Calculus, 
trigonometric functions, identities and graphs, 
geometric and algebraic series, exponential 

functions and logarithms. Mechanics involves 
modelling physical events, such as 

forces between particles, collisions 
and projectiles; Statistics 

involves learning and 
applying data handling 

techniques to practical 
examples. Mechanics 

is of vital importance 
in all Engineering 

disciplines and 
Physics. Statistics 
is vital in almost 
all scientific, 
medical and 
humanities 
based 
disciplines. 

How will I be assessed?

Year 1
Consists of 2 papers

 • Paper 1: Pure Mathematics, 2 hours, 
100marks

 • Paper 2: Statistics & Mechanics, 1 hour 
paper 50 marks

Year 2/A-level 
Consists of 3 papers

 • Paper 1: Pure Mathematics 1, 2 hours, 100 
marks

 • Paper 2: Pure Mathematics 2, 2 hours, 100 
marks

 • Paper 3: Statistics & Mechanics, 2 hours 100 
marks

All papers are calculator papers.

What could this course lead to?

A Level Mathematics is well regarded, 
respected and complements almost all other 
A Levels and courses. The Mechanics option 
complements those taking Physics and design 
and those considering a degree in Engineering, 
Physics, Scientific and Mathematical 
disciplines. The Statistics option complements 
Humanities, Medicine and all Physical 
Science disciplines. A Level Mathematics is 
an essential entrance requirement for higher 
level studies in Medicine, Mathematical and 
Engineering disciplines, Physics, Science 
and Computing. An A Level in Mathematics 
opens the way to almost every career!
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Examination board:  
OCR

Level: 3

Qualification Type: A Level

Point of contact:
Mr. Jones 

Photography
Description

This specification gives candidates a 
rounded exposure to different aspects of 
Photography, allowing them to display 
their abilities in a variety of Photographic 
disciplines and demonstrate their 
understanding of these contexts.

What will I learn?

The course involves practical photographic 
work covering topics such as portraiture, 
landscape, still-life, documentary, and 
experimental imagery. The course is based 
upon digital technology and uses professional 
digital imaging software. The appreciation  
and study of the work of artists and 
photographers is covered throughout the 
course. You will learn how to make effective 
use of a camera according to circumstances 
and intentions and how to compose and 
refine photographic images, both using a 
camera and through sensitive manipulation 
on the computer. You will be expected to 
possess and use your own digital camera, 
which should be of appropriate quality. The 
ability to undertake photographic assignments 
regularly out of College during daylight 
hours (usually at the weekends) is essential 
as this forms the basis of coursework.

How will I be assessed?
 
Coursework units are internally set 
and externally moderated. Examined 
units are externally set through an 
early release exam paper, internally 
marked and externally moderated. 

Year one:
Coursework Portfolio

 •  Candidates produce a portfolio of work 
from starting points, topics or themes 
determined by their centre. 

 •  The focus is on including work that shows 
exploration, research, acquisition of 
techniques and skills.

Controlled Assignment
 •  Candidates will select one starting point 
from an early release question paper. 

 •  Candidates are given a minimum of 3 weeks 
in which to plan and prepare. 

 •  Candidates are then given 5 hours of 
controlled time to work on developing your 
idea into a realisation/outcome.

Year two:
Personal Investigation

 •  Candidates submit one major project which 
has a personal significance. 

 • The investigation includes a related 
personal study that must be between 1000-
3000 words.

Controlled Assignment
 •  Candidates select one starting point from 
an early release question paper. 

 •  Candidates are given a minimum of 3 weeks 
in which to plan and prepare. 

 •  In 15 hours of controlled time, candidates 
work to plan and then realise ideas into a 
final outcome.

What could this course lead to?

Photography is a valid choice in combination 
with any other A Level for nearly all university 
degree courses. A Level Photography is 
particularly useful if you wish to study 
Photography, Film Video Production, Art & 
Design or Media at HND/Degree or for those 
wishing to do an Art Foundation course. It 
is possible to go directly into employment 
following this course as a photography or 
editorial assistant on a magazine.

Examination board: 
AQA

Level: 3

Qualification Type: A Level

Point of contact:
Mr. Cox

Physics

Facilitating subject

Description

Physics is the study of matter and energy and 
how they interact with each other. Physics is 
not set in stone – it, like science, is constantly 
evolving and new theories, discoveries and ways 
of thinking gradually take the place of previous 
knowledge and understanding. You will study 
a wide range of topics from Particle Physics to 
Field Theory and Waves to Mechanics.

What will I learn?

Core content
 •  1 Measurements and their errors
 •  2 Particles and radiation
 •  3 Waves
 •  4 Mechanics and materials
 •  5 Electricity
 •  6 Further mechanics and thermal physics
 •  7 Fields and their consequences
 •  8 Nuclear physics

Options
 •  9 Astrophysics
 •  10 Medical physics
 •  11 Engineering physics
 •  12 Turning points in physics
 •  13 Electronics

How will I be assessed?

Students take three exams at the end of the 
second year of study all of which are equally 
weighted. There is no coursework. Practical 
skills are assessed both in the examinations and 
through the completion of 12 required practical 
experiments. The teacher will then certify 
the student for practical competence on the 
successful completion of these practicals.

What could this course lead to?

The career opportunities opened up by a Physics 
qualification include;

Medicine, Teaching, Scientific Research, 
Dentistry, Architecture, Electrical Engineering, 
Veterinary Surgery, Meteorology, Civil 
Engineering, Aerodynamics, Computer 
Engineering, Mechanical Engineering, 
Microelectronics, Nuclear Power, 
Communications.
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Examination board:  
AQA

Level: 3

Qualification Type: A Level

Point of contact:
Mrs. Ainscow

Product Design
Description

This creative and thought-provoking 
qualification gives students the practical 
skills, theoretical knowledge and confidence 
to succeed in a number of careers - 
especially those in the creative industries. 
It will investigate historical, social, cultural, 
environmental and economic influences 
on design and technology, whilst enjoying 
opportunities to put your learning in to 
practice by producing products of your choice. 
It will give students a real understanding of 
what it means to be a designer, alongside 
the knowledge and skills sought by higher 
education and employers.

Students will visit product design in industry, 
design museum, and undertake trips to 
build up primary source materials for the 
development of your project.

How will I be assessed?

Paper 1:
 • Core technical principles and core designing 
and making principles.

 • Written exam: 2 hours • 100 marks • 
 • 25% of A-level: Questions Mixture of short 
answer, multiple choice and extended 
response.

Paper 2
 • Specialist knowledge, technical and 
designing and making principles.

 • Written exam: 2 hours • 25% of A-level
 • Questions Mixture of short answer, multiple 
choice and extended response questions.

Non-exam assessment (NEA)
 • Practical application of technical principles, 
designing and making principles and 
specialist knowledge.

 • Substantial design and make task  of your 
choice• 45 hours • 100 marks • 50% of 
A-level

 • Evidence Written or digital design portfolio 
and photographic evidence of final 
prototype.

Examination board:  
AQA

Level: 3

Qualification Type: A Level

Point of contact:
Mr. Pomerantz

PsychologyDescription

Why do some people seem to have amazing 
memories, and others just can’t seem to 
remember what they did yesterday? What 
does it mean to be mentally ill, and what 
causes depression, anorexia, and phobias? 
Ever wondered why some people grow up to 
be violent murderers, or why the person in 
class next to you is just so disobedient and 
won’t do what they are told? 

Psychology is the study of people, the 
mind and behaviour. If you are interested 
in finding out why people behave the way 
they do or how the brain works, then 
Psychology could be for you. Psychology 
will develop your knowledge, understanding 
and skills of analysis and evaluation in 
relation to each of the topics below. 

What will I learn?

Introductory Topics in Psychology
 •  Social Influence
 • Memory
 • Attachment
 • Psychopathology

Psychology in Context
 • Approaches in Psychology
 • Biopsychology
 • Research Methods

Issues and Options in Psychology
 • Issues and Debates in Psychology
 • One from: Relationships, Gender, Cognition 
and Development

 • One from: Schizophrenia, Eating  
Behaviour, Stress

 • One from: Aggression, Forensic  
Psychology, Addiction

How will I be assessed?

All units are externally assessed, with students 
taking thee exams at the end of the second 
year. The exams involve some short questions 
and multiple choice, although the majority  
are essay based. 

What could this course lead to?

The skills learned by studying Psychology 
are transferable; these are highly valued in 
many occupations, and for entry to many 
further courses, even if you do not pursue a 
career in Psychology. 

Psychology can be used in a wide variety 
of career areas, including educational 
psychology, clinical psychology, occupational 
psychology, police work, marketing/
advertising, nursing, teaching, social work, 
counselling, human resource management 
and speech therapy. Specialist careers in 
Psychology require a degree in Psychology  
and further training.
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Examination board:  
AQA

Level: 3

Qualification Type: A Level

Point of contact:
Mr. O’Leary

Sociology
Description

Sociology is all about the study of social 
behaviour – how people behave in groups, why 
people behave the way they do, what factors 
in society affect their behaviour.

What will Sociology give you?

 • A greater understanding of your place in 
society    

 • A greater understanding of complex issues 
and problems facing contemporary society

 • Development of study skills appropriate for 
Higher Education 

 • Development of skills in managing information 
selection, analysis and presentation

 • The opportunity to work in teams, small 
groups and individually                                                       

 • Encouragement to take responsibility for your 
own learning  

What will I learn?

In looking at human behaviour, sociologists go 
far beyond the “common sense”, investigating 
all of the important areas of social life and 
the major issues and problems facing modern 
society.

These include:-
 • Mass Media
 • Education
 • Crime & Deviance 
 • Race / Ethnicity
 • Power and Politics
 • Gender
 • Social Class
 • Wealth, Welfare and Poverty
 • Age

How will I be assessed?

Year One:
Paper 1 Education with Methods in Context - 1 
hour 30
Paper 2 Research Methods and Work / Poverty 
& Welfare - 1 hour 30

Year Two:
Paper 1 Education with Theory & Methods - 2 
hours
Paper 2 Work, Poverty & Welfare / Mass Media 
- 2 hours 
Paper 3 Crime and Deviance with Theory and 
Methods - 2 hours       

What could this course lead to?

Sociology is useful in almost all walks of life, 
especially those involving people. Careers to 
which Sociology is directly relevant include:-

 • Journalism
 • General Management
 • Teaching
 • Business
 • Advertising
 • Personnel Management
 • Marketing
 • Police Force 
 • Medicine
 • Social Work
 • Retailing
 • Nursing/Health Service
 • Civil Service
 • Government
 • Law
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Examination board:  
AQA

Level: 3

Qualification Type: A Level

Point of contact:
Ms. Haines

Spanish
Description

The Modern Languages Faculty offers a two-year 
A Level course in French, German or Spanish 
and follows the AQA specification.  The subject 
is taught along similar lines to GCSE, i.e. it is 
centred on the four core skill areas (listening, 
reading, speaking and writing), and is topic-
based. The course allows progression in a 
manner which is familiar to you and helps to 
bridge the gap successfully in the early stages  
of A-Level study.

What will I learn?

 • Aspects of Spanish-speaking society:  
current trends

 • Aspects of Spanish-speaking society:  
current issues

 • Artistic culture in the Spanish-speaking world
 • Aspects of political life in the  
Spanish-speaking world

 

How will I be assessed?

 • Paper  1 : Listening reading and writing 
(2h30mns) and 50% of the A level. The 
paper is based on core content (4 topics)

 • Paper 2: Writing (2 hours) 20% of the A 
–Level. The exam requires 2 essays, each 
about 300 words either on two books or on 
a book and a film from the list provided by 
the board.

 • Paper 3: Speaking 21 to 23 mins and is worth 
30%. This is based on core content and IRP 
(individual research project)

What could this course lead to?

 • Sectors where French, German and Spanish 
play a key role include commerce, leisure and 
tourism, education, banking, and transport. 

 • Linguists are required in all EU languages 
in this expanding trading block. At present 
Britain has a shortage of qualified linguists.

It is not just the specialist who should choose 
languages. For science, humanities and arts 
students alike, it can be a third subject. Many 
students successfully continue with their 
language studies at university. 

With an advanced qualification in languages, 
the world of work is your oyster. It is much wider 
than teaching and translating. Here are just 
some of the possible careers where a language 
would be useful: accountant; archaeologist; 
army officer; chef; civil service officer – Foreign 
Office; editor; logistics - export executive, freight 
forwarder; HM Customs & Excise officer; hotel 
manager; immigration officer; interpreter; 
journalist; lawyer; librarian; market research 
executive; marketing; merchant navy; Royal 
Air Force; sales manager; bi-lingual secretary / 
executive personal assistant; teacher; technical 
translator / author; telephone operator; tour 
guide and translator.

Facilitating subject

Examination board:  
OCR

Level: 3

Qualification Type: 
Cambridge Technicals in Sport 
and Physical Activity Extended 
Certificate

Point of contact:
Miss Newell

Sport
Description

Sport is one of the fastest-growing industries 
in the UK. There are a range of professions 
within sport, from grass roots through to 
international level, covering areas such as 
nutrition, marketing, physiotherapy, coaching;
strength and conditioning; sports psychology.

Cambridge Technicals in Sport courses offer a 
wide range of units such as sports coaching, 
anatomy and physiology, fitness testing and 
sports nutrition. These units will provide 
students with the opportunity to acquire a 
range of transferable skills and knowledge 
areas from all aspects of sport. 

This qualification is an ideal foundation 
for students entering the workplace or 
for those wishing to progress on to sports 
related qualifications in higher education 
establishments. 

What will I learn?

Unit 1 (Body systems and the effects of 
physical activity) 2 (Sports Coaching) and 3 
(Sports organisation and development) are 
mandatory units and must be covered as part 
of the course.  The remaining guided learning 
hours are made up through two optional units. 

How will I be assessed?

Units 1 and 3 are assessed through 
examinations. 

 • Unit 1 will be assessed through a 1 hour 30 
minutes written exam paper.  The paper will 
comprise of 70 marks from multiple-choice, 
short answer questions and questions 
requiring more extended responses.

 • Unit 3 will be assessed through a 1 hour 
written paper comprising of 60 marks. The 
make up of the paper will be the same as 
in Unit 1. 

All other units of work will be assessed 
through written coursework which will be both 
internally and externally assessed.

What could this course lead to?

The Level 3 Cambridge Technicals 
Extended Certificate is recognised 
by higher education 
establishments. These 
qualifications are also 
recognised by employers 
and can be used to gain 
employment in the 
sports sector.
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Examination board:  
AQA

Level: 3

Qualification Type: A Level

Point of contact:
Miss Miles

Textiles
Description

This specification gives candidates a rounded 
exposure to different aspects of Textiles Art, 
allowing them to display their abilities in a 
variety of artistic disciplines and demonstrate 
their understanding of these contexts.

What will I learn?

You will be introduced to a variety of experiences 
involving a range of media, processes and 
techniques. You will explore images, artefacts 
and resources relating to a range of art, craft, 
textiles and design, from the past and from 
recent times. You will explore drawing and 
surface design using a variety of methods and 
media on a variety of scales. You will work in 
one or more area(s) of Textiles Art, such as free 
embroidery, batik, printing methods, felting 
and fusing fabrics. You may explore overlapping 
areas and combinations of areas.

How will I be assessed?

Coursework units are internally set and 
externally moderated. Examined units  
are externally set through an early release  
exam paper, internally marked and  
externally moderated. 

Personal Investigation
 • Candidates submit one major project which 
has a personal significance.

 • The investigation includes a related 
personal study that must be between  
1000-3000 words.

Controlled Assignment
 • Candidates select one starting point from 
an early release question paper.

 • Candidates will be given question papers 
from 1st February in which to plan and 
prepare.

 • In 10 hours of controlled time, candidates 
work to plan and then realise ideas into a 
final outcome.

What could this course lead to?

A Level Art and Design (Textiles) is an accepted 
entry qualification to universities and colleges for 
a wide range of degree and diploma courses. 

Examination board:  
Pearson

Level: 3

Qualification Type: 
BTEC National Subsidiary 
Diploma

Point of contact:
Miss Old

Travel and 
Tourism

Description

The Level 3 BTEC Subsidiary Diploma  in Travel 
and Tourism offers you the opportunity to 
develop a range of practical skills and an in-
depth knowledge and understanding of travel 
and tourism and its component industries. 
The compulsory units also introduce you to 
business concepts and practices, such as 
customer service. This recognises the fact that 
travel and tourism organisations, even the ones 
in the voluntary sector, operate on business 
principles, which you will need to understand 
if you wish to make a success of a career in 
this sector. You will be given the opportunity 
to develop necessary skills and knowledge 
in travel and tourism by studying tourist 
destinations (both in the UK and abroad), 
tour operations, travel services, or tourism 
information services.

What will I learn?

The Level 3 BTEC Subsidiary Diploma consists 
of the following:

4 mandatory units:
 • Investigating the Travel and Tourism Sector
 • The Business of Travel and Tourism
 • The UK as a Destination
 • Customer Service in Travel and Tourism

2 optional units from the following:
 • Preparing for Employment in Travel and 
Tourism

 • European Destinations
 • Long-haul Travel Destinations
 • Retail Travel Operations
 • Business Travel Operations
 • Investigating the Cruise Industry

 • UK Visitor Attractions
 • Work Experience in the Travel and Tourism 
Sector

 • Airfares and Ticketing 1
 • Researching Current Issues in Travel and 
Tourism

 • Principles of Supervising Customer Service 
Performance in Hospitality, Leisure,

 • Travel and Tourism

How will I be assessed?

The Level 3 BTEC Subsidiary Diploma is made 
up of parts called units. These tell you what 
you need to learn, what evidence you have 
to produce and what you need to do to get a 
pass for the unit.

Assessment for all of the units is internal via 
the portfolio of work.

What could this course lead to?

Level 3 BTEC Subsidiary Diploma 
in Travel and Tourism will 
prepare you well for work 
in the travel and tourism 
industry.
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Level 2 
Subjects
Students taking the  
Level 2 option will study 
two or three further 
subjects to complement 
English and Mathematics, 
ensuring they graduate 
with a full set of strong 
GCSE results. Subjects will 
be confirmed in June but 
in the past have included 
PE, ICT, Business Studies, 
Digital Creative Media and 
Travel and Tourism. We will 
ensure that our curriculum 
meets our learners needs 
and the choices they wish 
to study, dependent on 
staff availability.

Mathematics

Higher Project

English Creative
Digital Media

Business Studies

Level 2

Level 2

Level 2
Level 2

Level 2

Students needing to continue studying 
Mathematics in Year 12 and 13 will follow 
a highly focused GCSE programme with 
hopeful completion in November. There 
is the opportunity to re-take Mathematics 
in the summer should students need 
more time to prepare. All lessons are 
taught by maths specialists and are a 
combination of personalised small group 
sessions and full class taught lessons.  

The Higher Project course enables you 
to develop as an independent learner. 
You will select a topic of your choice 
under the guidance of your teacher, and 
then plan, research, and carry out a 
piece of substantial work independently, 
before presenting the findings. This is an 
exciting subject that allows you to focus 
on a particular area that you are most 
interested in, whilst working at your own 
pace.  Some examples of past work have 
included: “Why do boxers get paid less 
than footballers?”, “effect of music on the 
mood of teenagers”, and “major epidemic 
and infectious diseases through time”. 

This course is ideal for anyone interested 
in a career as an entrepreneur or working 
in the world of business or marketing. 
You will learn about the different 
strategies businesses use to become as 
effective as possible, and focus on what 
makes a good manager and leader of 
an organisation. There is also a focus 
on finances in business and the way 
different businesses operate in modern 
society – for example the way we often 
buy goods and services online now. This 
course is ideal if you wish to go on to an 
apprenticeship in the future, and can also 
potentially serve as a good introduction 
to Level 3 Business and Economics.

Sport

Travel & Tourism
Level 2

Level 2

Sport at Level 2 focuses on both the 
theoretical and practical side of PE, 
focusing on practical performance, sport 
psychology, leading sporting activity for 
others, and improving all round fitness. 
Completing this course can potentially 
serve as a good introduction to Level 3 
vocational study as well as other courses 
or apprenticeships in public services.

Taking Travel and Tourism will introduce 
you to business concepts and practices 
within the travel and tourism context, and 
allow you to study tourist destinations in 
the UK and abroad, travel services, and 
tourist information services. You will focus 
on positive and negative aspects of the 
tourism industry and investigate the major 
destinations for UK tourists. 

If you have not yet achieved a good pass 
in English then this course will give you a 
chance to improve your English skills and 
resit the examination.  Homework will be 
an essential part of the course, helping 
you to become an independent learner, 
combined with a range of in-class 
activities designed to boost your reading, 
writing and speaking skills.  The English 
department are incredibly proud of their 
100% success rate over the past twelve 
months in helping students retaking 
English to achieve at least a C grade at 
their first attempt at Post 16.

This course will give you a platform towards 
a career in IT or media industries, working 
in a specially designed media suite. You 
will focus on a combination of digital 
photography and web design, and create 
magazine, film and radio shows. The course 
will also teach important skills needed for 
a variety of jobs or future courses, such 
as presentation techniques, conducting 
research, and working as part of a team to 
solve problem-based scenarios.
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Core Maths
Core maths is aimed at students who 
enjoyed taking maths at GCSE but 
may have not gained the high grades 
needed to take the subject to the full 
A-level.  It should be considered a 
mathematical literacy course, and can 
be useful for learners in their everyday 
life.  The course can help you build and 
improve skills in mathematical thinking, 
reasoning and communication, and 
should be taken by students studying 
any of the Sciences, Psychology, 
Geography, or Economics, that are 
not taking the full maths A-level.  All 
of these subjects have a significant 
mathematical element involved in 
them, and this will contribute 
significantly to your success.

Academic enrichment programme

EPQ
The Extended Project Qualification
(EPQ) enables you to explore a topic
in-depth, or to be creative, in ways
that take you beyond or outside of your 
A Level studies. It is designed to sit 
alongside your other subjects. By taking 
this qualification (worth half an A Level) 
you develop the sorts of independent 
learning skills that universities value. The 
subject choice is up to you entirely, and 
the end result will be a dissertation of 
5000 words and a presentation in front 
of a selection of staff and your peers.
 
Past extended project titles have 
included: 

 • Should the UK leave the EU?
 • Can we trust lie detector tests?
 • To what extent can depression be 
attributed to genetic factors?

 • What country was most responsible for 
starting World War 1? 

Sports Leader Award 
The Sports Leader Award is a nationally 
recognised qualification awarded 
through the Sports Leaders UK. It 
provides an introduction for people 
wishing to lead groups in sporting 
and recreational activities and gives 
those over 16 years of age, regardless 
of ability, the opportunity to train and 
provide voluntary assistance alongside 
qualified coaches or teachers. The 
course is assessed internally by 
your teachers over the year of study, 
and you will need to demonstrate 
leadership skills and an ability to work 
independently as well as part of a team. 

As well as selecting three subjects to study, students at Kingsthorpe College will be 
expected to select one extra option as part of our Academic Enrichment Programme.  
These will be timetabled sessions designed to complement the other subjects that you pick, 
and will also help give you the edge over other students when it comes to your university 
or job/apprenticeship applications after completing your Level 3 Study.

Some of our
2016 Stars
Emma Ashton
Grades: A,B,B,B 
Studying Psychology at De Montfort University

Megan Bowker
Grades: Distinction star, A, B, D
Studying Biomedical Sciences at Anglia 
Ruskin University

Karagh Byrne
Grades A*, A, C 
Studying illustration at Northampton 
University

Louise Calpin
Grades: Distinction star, A, B, D
Studying History of Art at UCL

Marco Clark
Grades: A, A, B
Studying Aeronautical Engineering at 
Loughborough University

Thomas Craddock
Grades: A*, A*, B, D 
Studying Games Art Design at Northampton University

Chloe Gooing
Grades: A, A, B, C, 
Studying English at The University of Leicester  

Ashley Lay
Grades: A, A, C
Studying Economics at The University of Nottingham 

Rahim Uddin
Grades: A, B, B
Studying Computing at Northampton University
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Entry
Requirements

If you find that you just 
fall short of our entry 
criteria for Level 3 
courses, please come 
and speak to a member 
of the Post 16 Team – 
our Level 2 courses may 
be ideal for you, or it 
may be possible for you 
to still access some of 
our Level 3 courses. 
If you are an external 
student, please phone 
or e-mail the college 
and we will get in touch.

5 A-Cs are required for 
all level 3 courses, where 
a grade 5 is considered 
to be the equivalent of a 
good C grade for English 
and Maths under the new 
grading system. Students 
achieving less than a 4 
in English and/or maths 
will need to retake these 
subjects.  

Academic requirements for Post 16 Level 3 Courses 
(Minimum GCSE requirements)

Course English Maths Other

ART (Fine Art) 5 5 B in Art GCSE

BIOLOGY* 5 5 BB in Core and Additional Science

BUSINESS* 5 5 C in Business studies when taken at GCSE

CHEMISTRY* 5 6 BB in Core and Additional Science

COMPUTER SCIENCE 5 5

CREATIVE DIGITAL MEDIA 5 5

DANCE 5 5

DRAMA & THEATRE STUDIES 5 5

ECONOMICS* 5 6 C in Business studies in the exam unit when taken at GCSE

ENGLISH LITERATURE 5 5

ENGLISH LANGUAGE 5 5

FINANCIAL STUDIES 5 5

FRENCH 5 5 B in French GCSE

GEOGRAPHY* 5 5 C in Geography/other humanities subject at GCSE

GERMAN 5 5 B in German GCSE

HEALTH & SOCIAL CARE 5 5

HISTORY 5 5 C in History/other humanities subject at GCSE

ICT 5 5

MATHEMATICS 5 7 Top B grade in the higher tier paper

MUSIC 5 5

PHOTOGRAPHY 5 5 C in photography at GCSE

PHYSICS* 5 6 BB in Core and Additional Science

PRODUCT DESIGN 5 5

PSYCHOLOGY* 5 5

SOCIOLOGY 5 5

SPANISH 5 5 B in Spanish GCSE

SPORT 5 5

TEXTILES 5 5

TRAVEL & TOURISM 5 5
*Students taking these subjects are highly recommended to take core maths alongside them, unless they are taking A-level maths. 

Courses will run depending on staff availability and student numbers and will be confirmed in August 2017
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Northampton 
NN2 7HR

Tel: 01604 716106
email: post16@kingsthorpecollege.org.uk
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