
We are
climbing
the mountain
to university.



The Ark Network:

Ark St Alban’s Academy is part of the Ark 
network and is rated outstanding by Ofsted. 

Ark is an international education charity 
which runs a network of 34 high-achieving, 
non-selective schools in Birmingham, 
Hastings, London and Portsmouth. Our 
schools give children and young people from 
all backgrounds an exceptional education and 
real choices about their future. Ark has also 
just opened its first school in India.

Each Ark school has its own distinctive 
character but they all share the same goal:
to make sure every child can go to university 
or pursue the career of their choice.



St Alban’s academy gives richness 
and meaning to many students’ 
lives and provides an outstanding 
standard of education.”

OFSTED REPORT |  NOVEMBER 2011

Welcome to Ark St Alban’s Academy: 

We are climbing the mountain to university.  
At Ark St Alban’s Academy we have high expectations of 
our students, exactly as if they were our own children. 
We expect them to go to university and succeed there 
and then lead fulfilling lives that make them happy and 
allow them to contribute back to the community.

Because we believe that all children can - and will - 
achieve we do everything we can to make sure that they 
reach their goal. We act with integrity and discipline to 
challenge all members of our learning community to 
make the most of their God given talents, maximising 
their contribution to society and making the world a 
better place for us all.

These expectations and values are built on the twin 
pillars of our inclusive Christian mission and the 

academy’s specialisms in engineering and mathematics. 
They lead to high quality teaching and learning in a 
structured and disciplined environment that ensures 
outstanding student progress across all subjects.

Please contact the academy if you have any questions 
about what we offer. We would be happy to help you.

Mark Gregory
PRINCIPAL

“





Ark St Alban’s Academy 
Church of England Mission:

The original St Alban’s School was founded in 
1871 by the Pollock brothers, with a Christian 
mission to meet the educational needs of 
young people living in the centre of the city. 
This mission continues to the present day.We 
are proud of the academy’s inclusive Church 
of England ethos and its multi-faith intake. 
Parents of all faiths, and none, send their 
children to Ark St Alban’s Academy because of 
its high expectations and good discipline founded 
on strong moral and religious principles and 
because they recognise the value of children 
being encouraged and supported in their faiths.



Continuing success:

Ark St Alban’s Academy joined the Ark network 
in September 2009 and two years later was rated 
Outstanding by Ofsted.  GCSE results have more 
than doubled with 67% students achieving A* - C 
(including English and mathematics) in 2015. 

In 2014 the school was in the top 100 state schools 
in the country for the progress of its students.  

At Ark St Alban’s Academy we specialise 
in mathematics and engineering. In 
2015 we had a 100% pass rate in both 
GCSE double award engineering and GCSE 
product design. 
 

82% of students achieved A* – C in 
mathematics in 2015, with a 100% pass rate, 
maintaining the standards that saw us rated 
the top performing school in the country for 
progress in this subject in 2013/14.



We have a strong pastoral commitment and 
work hard to ensure that each child is known 
well by all of their teachers. Teaching groups 
are small so children get more individual 
attention. The welcoming, caring and 
supportive atmosphere is one of the reasons 
parents choose Ark St Alban’s. Parents also 
welcome the high degree of supervision 
and security that our small school 
structure promotes.

Knowing every child:

Sheryar won the Millennium Point Young Innovator Prize which 
secured him a fully funded place on a mechanical engineering degree at 
Birmingham City University worth £27,000. 

Masooma secured the only engineering apprenticeship available 
at Mechatronics Solutions in Kings Norton to her realise her dream of 
becoming a professional engineer. 

Miski was awarded Ark’s Reuben Scholarship worth £10,000 per 
year for her Biochemistry degree at the University of Warwick.

Tayyaba became Kaplan’s first Birmingham Scholar for three 
years.  She was just one of eight young people from across the UK to 
be selected for Kaplan’s prestigious Accountancy Scholarship worth 
£15,000.  She is now undertaking an apprenticeship with Birmingham 
firm JW Hinks.

Student success in 2015:



High expectations.
The Ark St Alban’s promise:

At Ark St Alban’s we work with parents to 
ensure that children develop their full potential 
in all areas. As well as making outstanding 
academic progress we help our students to grow 
socially, personally, spiritually and morally. 
Students, parents and teachers each sign a home-
school agreement, demonstrating our shared 
commitment to ensuring that each child succeeds.  

Outstanding spiritual, moral, 
social and cultural development 
that underpins students’ 
exemplary behaviour and 
makes an exceptional contribution 
to their excellent learning”.
OFSTED REPORT |  NOVEMBER 2011

“



•  The academy will have high expectations of 
all of its students and will provide a secure, 
supportive, Christian environment in which 
each student is encouraged to grow in their 
own faith.

•  The academy will provide high quality 
teaching and a curriculum that is appropriate 
to the needs of all of its students, including 
those with special needs.

•  The academy will keep parents informed 
about the progress of their child and will let 
them know immediately if there are concerns 
about their learning or behaviour.

•  Academy staff will treat all students 
with respect.

Our declaration:



Ark St Alban’s Academy is the only state-
funded Church of England secondary school 
in Birmingham. We provide a supportive and 
challenging learning environment and have 
high expectations of all our students.

Our aims:

Everybody is very 
close at St Alban’s 
Sixth Form. You don’t 
feel like a number – 
everybody knows your 
name. Our teachers 
know us well and 
know how to support 
us and give us the 
help that we need”.
AMINA BEGUM

“



As a learning community founded on the 
pursuit of excellence we:

•  maintain the highest possible expectations of 
students and staff

•  set high standards and challenge our students 
and staff to reach them

•  ensure that all students make outstanding 
progress in their learning

•  ensure that all students achieve qualifications at 
the highest possible level so that they progress 
to further and higher education and to a 
rewarding career

Students graduate from Ark St Alban’s Academy 
with the skills, qualifications and enthusiasm to:

•  be successful in further and higher education 
and in their career

•  be good citizens who help make the world a  
better place

•  provide principled leadership in their community 
and workplace

• be lifelong learners

•  be strong and effective parents and supportive 
family members 

•   live and work in peace and harmony with others

•   be aware of the spiritual needs of others, 
appreciating and respecting the values and beliefs 
of all cultures and religions

One of the top 100 non-selective 
state funded schools in England 
for value added”.
DAVID LAWS |  SCHOOLS MINISTER 

“



Curriculum.
Depth before breadth:

Ark St Alban’s Academy offers an exciting and 
challenging curriculum. Our students work 
longer hours than typical secondary school 
students and therefore make more progress, 
more quickly. All students benefit from an 
extended curriculum with the school providing 
study support facilities from 07:45 to 17:00 
each day.

We commit extra time to English and mathematics to allow students 
to attain proficiency quickly in literacy and numeracy and enable them 
to address the curriculum with confidence. Students who need extra 
support benefit from more time in small groups focusing on essential 
skills and at the same time, gifted and talented students can accelerate 
their learning.  Every student reaches their individual potential.





Our facilities:

Ark St Alban’s Academy moved into a brand new 
building in 2013 providing our students with the 
very best learning environment. 

Our facilities include:

•  state of the art Engineering and 
Technology facilities

• fully equipped music suite with recording studio

•  all-weather floodlit 3G sports pitch, climbing 
wall, gym and fitness suite

•  designated sixth form study areas 
including terrace

•  multi-faith prayer room with washing facilities 
suitable for Muslim prayer



The distinctiveness and effectiveness 
of St Alban’s Academy as a Church 
of England school are outstanding. 
St Alban’s Academy successfully 
encourages students to live by faith, 
developing mutual respect and thus 
forming a bridge between cultures. St 
Alban’s Academy is exceptional in that 
students are enabled to explore and 
develop issues of faith whilst making 
remarkable progress both academically 
and personally”.
SIAS REPORT   |  DECEMBER 2011

“



Our students have access to exciting and engaging 
enrichment programmes which include extra-curricular 
classes, trips and visits and special events. We provide 
residential and personal development experiences, 
opportunities for young people to participate in their 
local community, and a comprehensive programme of 
after-school clubs and activities.

An enriching school life:



Saturday “booster” classes and weekend residentials 
help raise attainment and provide extra support in key 
areas including coursework and exam techniques. 

Homework clubs run after school and the Library is 
open until 5.00pm in the evening and before school 
from 7.45am.

Our enrichment activities help students to perform 
better in interviews when competing with others, and 
also demonstrate a more rounded character that helps 
when applying for university or jobs. 

These are just a few of the opportunities that the 
academy offers:
• community work outside the academy which includes 

work with local Primary Schools
• sporting activities including football, basketball, table 

tennis and rock climbing 
• leadership opportunities
• Debate Mate
• Duke of Edinburgh Awards
• music
• drama
• Extended Project
• First Aid
• mentoring younger students



Our Sixth Form

St Alban’s Sixth Form opened in September 2013 
and will grow to a maximum of 200 students.  We 
intentionally limit the number of students to ensure 
that staff know each student well and we create a 
more personal environment in which we can provide 
a high level of support for all.  We expect exemplary 
behaviour and a positive attitude to work - in return 
we offer high quality teaching, excellent pastoral 
care and a wide range of enrichment opportunities.

The choice of which sixth form a student goes to 
is very important and is not a decision to be taken 
lightly.  We work closely with both students and 
parents to ensure that they have the support they 
need to make the best decision for them, ensuring 
that our students fulfil their potential.

We do not allow our students to underachieve.  
Our rigorous assessment procedures ensure regular 
feedback for our students, and, where necessary, 
speedy intervention including individual support for 
the student and the early involvement of parents.



Helping students get ready 
for sixth form

We recognise the importance of a good 
transition into sixth form and have developed 
successful study skills lessons which help 
to prepare students for the higher level of 
learning required at sixth form. 



Ark St Alban’s Academy
Conybere Street
Birmingham
B12 0YH
 
T: 0121 446 1300
E: info@stalbansacademy.org
 
www.arkstalbans.org


